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LEWIS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
345 W. Main Street • Chehalis, WA 98532 • Phone: (360) 748-9286 • Fax: (360) 740-1476




THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE AND YOUR EVICTION


This letter is to help familiarize you with the procedures of the Sheriff’s Office as we process your Writ of Restitution (Eviction).  All Writs of Restitution are required by state statute to be executed by the appropriate Sheriff’s Office within the county in which a given premises is located.

The Writ of Restitution should be presented to the Lewis County Sheriff’s Office, Civil Division, during normal business hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday (except holidays).

A deputy will typically serve the Writ and Notice within two days of receipt (excluding weekends and holidays) and the Civil Division clerk will phone the contact person on the tenant information sheet to advise them of the service and set up the scheduled eviction date.  We will always try to personally serve the defendant(s), however, the statue allows us to post the Notice and Writ in a conspicuous place.  The defendant or person in possession of the premises shall be allowed by statute three judicial (court or business) days after service, excluding the service date, before the Sheriff can execute the Writ.  We advise the landlord not to enter the property during that three day period. A deputy will return to the property on the fourth day to check if the defendant has vacated or not.  The Civil Clerk will notify the contact person with his/her finding.  

The common address appearing on the Writ must correspond to the visible address appearing on the premises to be evicted.  If there is no visible address on the premises and all apartments are not clearly numbered; or, if the address on the Writ is different, the Writ will not be served or posted.  

Additionally, if the premises are in a secured building, a key or security code must be provided to the Sheriff prior to serving of the writ. 

If the defendant or person in possession of the premises vacates prior to the scheduled eviction date, the plaintiff should immediately notify the Civil Division of the Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff’s office will not delay a scheduled eviction unless: the defendant obtains a court ordered stay or unless the case is settled.  If the case is settled or the attorney/plaintiff is negotiating with the defendant, or requesting a delay beyond the scheduled eviction date, they must notify the Civil Division of the Sheriff’s Office immediately.

The eviction deputy does not move items during an eviction.  The eviction deputy will be present during the physical eviction to enforce the order and keep the peace, and to ensure that the eviction is completed in an orderly and lawful manner. 





[bookmark: _GoBack]On the scheduled eviction date, it is the responsibility of the plaintiff to provide sufficient personnel, gloves, plastic bags, etc., to expeditiously remove the defendant’s property.  If you will be re-keying the property, please make arrangements with the locksmith prior to the eviction day.  

Plastic tarps or inexpensive drop cloths be provided to cover any items that are left on the closest public right-of-way. This is only true for rain or inclement weather.

The following items cannot be placed on the public right of way:
· Caustic cleaning materials (such as paint thinner)
· Soaps, oils, or toiletries
· Explosives and ammunition
· Weapons (of any kind)
· Medicines, drugs (both legal and illegal) and apparatus used in connection with drugs (hypodermic needles, pipes, etc.)
· Perishable food items
· Alcoholic beverages
· Large sheets of glass
· Pornography

NOTE: PHYSICAL EVICTIONS THAT LAST LONGER THAN ONE HOUR WILL BE BILLED AT THE CURRENT HOURLY RATE, FOR EACH ADDITIONAL HOUR.

Please be aware, at the scheduled eviction date and time, once our deputy responds to the location, we are prepared to proceed with the eviction.  If for whatever reason, you or your representatives are not prepared to move forward with the eviction at that time, our deputy will not remain on scene and act on the writ.  At that point, your eviction will have to be rescheduled, which could require the issuance of a new writ, as time on the existing writ could expire before we could reschedule the eviction.

The hourly fee will be applicable regardless of whether: 1) the eviction proceeds, 2) the eviction is cancelled on-scene; 3) the eviction must be rescheduled due to an inability to proceed.  The eviction must be cancelled prior to the deputy arriving by placing a call to the civil department at: 360-740-1302.

**IF YOU HAVE A TENANT WITH MENTAL/PHYSICAL DISABILITIES OR HEALTH ISSUES THAT REQUIRE CONTINUED CARE, YOUR EVICTION WILL NOT PROCEED UNTIL THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE IS ASSURED THAT SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN PLACE FOR ADEQUATE CARE FOR THAT TENANT**

The landlord/owner is responsible for removal of any vehicles left on the premises after an eviction is completed.  The deputy will not assist with or standby for their removal.

A TRESPASS notice will be posted on the premises when the eviction is completed.  If any person(s) are found on the property, the landlord should call 9-1-1 and report the trespass.



See back of letter for more instructions
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