Lewis County Broadband Champions

October 5, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

Lewis County’s Broadband Action Team (“Lewis County Broadband Champions”) is writing in support
of the following three broadband proposals:

e Toledo Telephone Company’s (ToledoTel) proposal to construct a fiber-to-the-home deployment
to 2,343 residential and commercial locations in the greater Winlock area at an estimated cost of
$23.5 million.

o Public Utility District No. 1 of Lewis County’s (Lewis County PUD) proposal to construct a
fiber-to-the-home deployment to 1,135 residential and commercial locations in the Vader area at
an estimated cost of $4.7 million.

e Public Utility District No. 1 of Lewis County’s (Lewis County PUD) proposal to construct a
fiber-to-the-home deployment to 1,363 residential and commercial locations in the Elbe area
(including Mineral and Ashford) at an estimated cost of $4.3 million.

In the spring of 2020, the PUD in partnership with the Lewis County Broadband Champions conducted a
county-wide broadband survey that evaluated customers’ current and desired broadband access, as well as
identifying current internet speeds to determine which customers and communities are served and/or not
served to the current state broadband definition of 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload. These survey
results revealed many areas within the PUD’s service territory that do not meet the state’s broadband
definition; the proposed projects are areas that have been verified as broadband unserved.

Broadband service in these proposed areas will translate into many critical quality-of-life benefits to the
community including, but not limited to, enhancement of commerce, increase in job opportunities, better
access to critical telehealth services, access to digital learning modalities for students of all ages,
expanded capability for working adults to flexibly work from/near home, and generally give all served
residents and businesses access to all the information and utilities which broadband provides.

The Lewis County Broadband Champions appreciates your consideration of these proposals, and strongly
urges your support.
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