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Catalytic Converter Thefts Lead to Portland Man 

 
A Portland Oregon man is being referred for charges following the theft of twenty-six (26) catalytic 
converters from a Toledo business.  On 07/13/22, Deputies responded to a report of a burglary and 
theft at a business in the 100 block of Mulford Rd in Toledo.  The investigating deputy learned a 
suspect had entered the business and cut the catalytic converters off of twenty-six new trucks early in 
the morning hours.  While reviewing surveillance footage the deputy observed the suspect leave 
through a fence line with the converters in a garbage can from the business.  The deputy also 
observed a Washington State Patrol (WSP) vehicle slowing down on an adjacent roadway as it 
traveled out of view of the camera near where the suspect had headed. 
 
The deputy followed up with a WSP trooper and learned he had been the one on the footage, and 
had slowed down to contact a possible disabled vehicle on the roadway shoulder.  The trooper 
indicated the vehicle was unoccupied and provided the vehicle information to the investigating 
deputy.  A short time later a WSP trooper from the Kelso detachment located the suspect’s vehicle in 
Cowlitz County and discovered the suspect was actively in the process of cutting a catalytic converter 
off another vehicle.  The suspect identified as Jesse Vaidabid Jr, a 38 year old male, was taken into 
custody by the trooper for crimes occurring in Cowlitz County    
 
The investigating deputy responded to Cowlitz County as the WSP trooper was completing a search 
warrant of the vehicle and was able to recover the twenty-six catalytic converters, as well as the 
unique garbage can used to remove them from the business.  As a result, the suspect is being 
referred on charges of Burglary 2nd Degree and Theft 1st Degree for the crimes occurring within Lewis 
County.          
 
“This is an excellent example of local law enforcement entities working hand-in-hand to put the pieces 
together,” said Sheriff Robert Snaza.  “Especially when we can make an impact in this rising crime 
trend.”    
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