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Be weather-wise this winter 

By Ed Mund, Lewis County Public Health & Social Services Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 

Here we are in September already. Summer vacations and play-outside weather are over for another 

year. Families are getting back into their fall work and school routines. Once Labor Day’s last hurrah for 

summer is over, it’s not long before the rain and wind return. Autumn weather keeps us indoors more 

than we’re outside.  

Observing National Preparedness Month in September is well-timed. After a freewheeling summer, we 

start hunkering down indoors for another long, dark winter. We cover our outside faucets, move the 

wood pile closer to the back door, trade t-shirts and sandals for flannel and wool socks, and wait to see 

what winter madness is in store for us this year. 

Winter time natural disasters cause the most major disruptions to our normal routines. Predictably, these 

disasters and winter weather go hand in hand. That is why raising your level of weather awareness is an 

important part your family’s winter preparedness planning. 

NOAA Weather Radio 

One tried and true way to stay weather informed is a NOAA weather radio. Look for one that not only 

gets the local NOAA weather bands, but also local AM and FM radio stations. You can find radios that 

run off batteries, use a wind-up crank, include solar panels, and a combination of all three. Choices 

aren’t endless, but they’re pretty close. An Amazon search for “NOAA radio” will bring nearly 1,000 

hits ranging in price from less than $25 to more than $500. 



 

The NOAA Weather Radio website at https://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/coverage/county_coverage.html 

lists two transmitters that cover Lewis County. Transmitter WXM62 broadcasts at 162.475 Mhz from  

Capitol Peak in Thurston County. Its coverage area spans the western half of Lewis County. Transmitter 

WZ2502 broadcasts at 162.425 MHz from Randle and covers parts of eastern Lewis County. Due to 

transmitter locations and Lewis County terrain, there is much uncovered area in the east half of the 

county. The website listed above has links to each transmitter and a map of each’s coverage area. 

AgWeatherNet Current Conditions Map 

AgWeatherNet provides access to current and historical weather data from Washington State 

University's automated weather station network across the state. One station is at the Chehalis Airport. It 

shows real-time temperature, humidity, wind, rainfall, soil temperatures and moisture, and other data. 

Access at weather.wsu.edu, then click on the temperature label over Chehalis on the map. 

Smart Phone Apps 

Today’s smart phones offer more choices for being weather-informed than your trusty NOAA radio. 

There are literally hundreds of downloadable apps for Apple and Android smart phones. All will give 

you current weather conditions, 7- to 10-day forecast, precipitation totals, pollen counts, air quality 

status, UV index, and more. Which one you use is a question of personal preference for the graphic 

interface, along with how close the data reported is to your home. Let’s look at three easy-to-find 

choices. 

The Weather Underground app receives information from a global community with more than 250,000 

weather stations set up by local people in their communities – often a back yard or rooftop. A search on 

their website shows nearly a dozen reporting stations in Centralia, Chehalis, and rural Lewis County. 

You can find a station within miles of your address that will give you a pretty accurate picture of what is 

happening now and what is coming your way. More information on the app is at wunderground.com. 

The Weather Channel offers its own smartphone app that offers the same information as Weather 

Underground, just with a different graphical interface and different data sources. You can search for 

weather conditions by city or zip code. More information is at weather.com.   

The National Weather service does not have a smart phone app, but they do have an equally easy-to-use 

solution. Instructions for adding the National Weather Service forecasts for your local area can be found 

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/coverage/county_coverage.html


 

at https://www.weather.gov/wrn/mobile-phone. It’s a simple, three-step process for either IOS or 

Android systems. 

Emergency Alerts 

Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) are emergency messages sent by authorized government alerting 

authorities through your mobile carrier. Most smart phones are WEA capable when you buy them, no 

sign-up is required. WEA messages include a special tone and vibration that are both repeated twice. 

Alerts will show up as a text message that is no more than 90 characters long. WEA messages may be 

about extreme weather, flooding, evacuations, AMBER alerts, or Presidential Alerts during a national 

emergency. For more information, go to: https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wea.  

Closer to home, the Lewis County Alert system is operated by the Lewis County Department of 

Emergency Management. With Lewis County Alert you can get information when you need it and how 

you want it. Unlike WEA, you must sign up to receive Lewis County Alert. Once you do, you will 

receive alerts and information pertaining to police, fire, severe weather, health and safety. Registration is 

simple at http://bit.ly/2ZiUgsz, and you pick the delivery method: text, email or phone call. 

Our local history tells us that bad weather – heavy rain, high winds, heavy snowfall – often bring short- 

and long-term consequences to our ability to cope with winter. It just stands to reason that step one of 

being prepared for winter is to be weather-wise. With today’s technology, it’s easy to stay on top of 

what is happening, and what is coming, right here in Lewis County. 

For more tips on personal and family preparedness, follow Public Health on Twitter: @LCPHSS. 

#   #   # 

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/mobile-phone
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wea
http://bit.ly/2ZiUgsz

