
Lewis County Shoreline Master Program (SMP) Update  

Summary of Public Involvement Process 

The county published its Public Participation Plan for the SMP periodic review in 

October 2020.  This plan originally was to rely on a series of open house 

workshops, brochures, a webpage, and public hearings for public outreach.  

However, the COVID-19 pandemic eliminated the workshops due to the state’s 

emergency restrictions for public gatherings. 

To compensate for the cancelled workshops, the county instead produced an 

informational video and released an on-line survey.  The county received no 

public response from either video or the survey. 

In addition, county staff met with agricultural groups via Zoom to discuss their 

concerns with the plan and the Shoreline Management Act (SMA).  These 

concerns focused on how the plan would affect agriculture within shoreline 

jurisdiction, especially regarding new agriculture, dormancy, and changes in 

agricultural practices.   

The county’s response to these concerns was to clarify a chart describing when 

agriculture falls under SMP jurisdiction, eliminate confusing references to the 

Voluntary Stewardship Program, and provide a definition for “existing” 

agriculture. 

County staff held informational SMP periodic review workshops for the Planning 

Commission on February 9 and May 11, 2021.  The county held these meetings 

via Zoom.  These meetings provided a broad overview of the SMA and SMP, and 

then delved into the detail of the changes proposed for the update.  The public 

attending the meeting through Zoom provided no comment. 

With a final draft SMP in hand, the Planning Commission advertised on May 4, 

2021, that it would hold a joint public hearing with Ecology on June 8, 2021, via 

Zoom.  The county published the plan on its website and provided physical 

copies to libraries and senior centers through the county.    

At the public hearing, county staff provided a written staff report and a 

PowerPoint presentation highlighting the major changes in the plan.  The 

Planning Commission Chair opened the hearing for citizen comment, but no 

one from the public offered any oral testimony.  The county did not receive any 

written correspondence on the draft SMP as well. 


