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THE LODGING TAX  
AND THE LODGING TAX ADVISORY COMMITTEE (LTAC) 
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About lodging taxes 

The lodging tax, also referred to as the hotel-motel tax, is a 
consumer tax on lodging charges for periods of less than 30 
consecutive days for hotels, motels, rooming houses, private 
campgrounds, RV parks and similar facilities.  

Lewis County collects lodging tax in the unincorporated parts 
of the county. As outlined by RCW 67.28, these funds can be 
used for activities, operations and expenditures designed to 
increase tourism.  

The Lewis County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
appoints individuals to serve on the Lodging Tax Advisory 
Committee (LTAC), which collects applications from interested 
entities and then advises the BOCC on how to best allocate the 
funds. 

The BOCC makes the final determination on how to allocate 
funding for the lodging tax grants. 

 

How can Lodging Tax grants be used? 

Lodging tax revenues must be used for activities, operations and expenditures designed to increase 
tourism. Specifically, lodging taxes can be used for: 

• Tourism marketing. 
• Marketing and operations of special events and festivals designed to attract tourists. 
• Operations and capital expenditures of tourism-related facilities owned or operated by a 

municipality or a public facilities district, including repayment of general obligation bonds (RCW 
67.28.150) or revenue bonds (RCW 67.28.160) for eligible capital projects; or 

• Operations of tourism-related facilities owned or operated by nonprofit organizations (but not 
capital expenditures). 
 

HOW TO APPLY FOR 
LODGING TAX FUNDING  

Fill out the Lodging Tax 
application at 
https://tinyurl.com/spt69yyw  

__________________________ 
 

Applications are due by  
3 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021. 

https://tinyurl.com/spt69yyw


Who can apply? 

As per RCW 67.28, the entities that may apply for lodging tax funding are: 

• Convention and visitors’ bureaus. 
• Destination marketing organizations. 
• Nonprofits, including main street organizations, lodging associations and chambers of 

commerce. 
• Municipalities (defined as any city, town or county). 

 

What is included in ‘tourism marketing’ and ‘operations’? 

• Advertising, publicizing or distributing information to attract or welcome tourists. 
• Developing strategies to expand tourism. 
• Operating tourism promotion agencies. 
• Funding the marketing or operation of special events and festivals designed to attract tourists. 

 

Who decides how to spend Lodging Tax revenues? 

A group of volunteers serves on the Lodging Tax Advisory Committee (LTAC). The LTAC members make 
recommendations to the BOCC regarding which applications should be funded and by how much they 
should be funded. In making recommendations, the LTAC members:  

• Analyze the extent to which the proposal will accommodate activities for tourists or increase 
tourism. 

• Analyze the extent to which the proposal will affect the long-range stability of the special fund 
created for the lodging tax revenues. 

• Analyze the methods the organizations use to promote tourism in all of the unincorporated 
areas of Lewis County. 

• Analyze the ways in which the organizations collaborate with other tourism entities. 

 

LTAC members 

The BOCC appoints individuals to fill vacancies on the Lodging Tax Advisory Committee (LTAC). Lewis 
County’s committee includes seven (7) members: 

• One elected official of the county who serves as chair. 
• Three “provider” members who represent the lodging industry (businesses required to collect 

the tax). 
• Three “user” members who represent entities that could be funded by the tax. 
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