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Sheriff Snaza Response to Fraudulent Cease and Desist Letter 

 
In mid-November, I met with members of an organization regarding issues surrounding 
Governor Inslee’s mask mandates.  The conversation centered on their concerns regarding 
being removed from businesses for failing to wear a mask.  The group’s interpretation was the 
law, specifically RCW 49.60.030 regarding the right to engage in commerce, should not require 
them to wear facial coverings unless an individual has been deemed contagious by a treating 
physician with access to their full medical records.   Some members of this organization shared 
personal accounts of what they felt were harassment, to include arrest for violations involving 
the non-wearing of masks.  The group members ultimately asked if I, and/or other elected 
Sheriffs, would support a letter ordering business to cease and desist.  I advised them I would 
discuss their concerns with other Sheriffs, but did not offer support of such a letter during the 
meeting with the group’s members. 

On December 8th, I would learn a letter entitled “Sheriff’s Order to Cease and Desist 
Harassment” was circulating purporting to be sent by me on behalf of the Washington State 
Sheriff’s Association.  The letter included Washington State Sheriff’s Association letterhead and 
was dated November 23, 2020.   

On December 9th, I contacted one of the group members and advised them to retract this false 
document, as it was issued without my authorization and/or consent.  I sincerely apologize for 
anyone adversely impacted by this unauthorized document.  As Sheriff, I often meet with 
citizens who express concerns and offer a variety of views.  I appreciate the views of others, but 
do not support the use of my name, or that of my office, to further agendas I have not lent my 
support to.  I will continue to voice my opinion regarding concerns impacting our community, and 
encourage others to continue to contact me regarding their own concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Rob Snaza, Sheriff 

### 

Robert R. Snaza 
Sheriff “Public Safety through Professional Service” 


