
Cowlitz River Public Access Point Testimony 

 

The Cowlitz River Public Access Point Project will provide parking, restrooms, and a trail 

allowing for safe access for fisherman and nature enthusiasts to the Cowlitz River and the 

adjacent 5.06 acre area under ownership of Lewis County. This proposed recreation area is 

within a highly utilized fishing area in the Upper Cowlitz which does not currently provide for 

legal parking and requires fisherman to traverse steep riprap to access the river.  

Project elements of the Cowlitz River Public Access Point Project include the removal of trees 

for site preparation, construction of restroom facilities, a parking lot, an access road to the 

restroom facilities and parking lot, a pedestrian footbridge and trail for access to the Cowlitz 

River, designation of a primitive boat launch, and installation of interpretive signs.  Proposed 

project activities are consistent with the Lewis County Shoreline Master Program.  This has 

been demonstrated through the Shoreline Master Program Burden of Proof Statement and 

concurred upon by Lewis County Community Development as a Condition of Approval for the 

shoreline permit is proposed to be issued so long as Lewis County Public Works complies with 

the Conditions of Development identified on the Land Development Review dated June 5, 2020. 

Lewis County Public Works commits to meeting the Conditions of Approval provided in the Land 

Development Review.  I will now describe how we proposed to meet the conditions provided: 

1. Lewis County Public Works will meet the minimum requirements of LLC Chapter 15.45, 

Stormwater Management, including erosion and sediment control, addition of an oil-

water separator to our site plan, and the preparation and submittal of a Stormwater 

Management Plan and permit. 

2. The project is located within a mapped Category I Critical Aquifer Recharge Area, as 

such, project development will conform to the aquifer recharge areas element of LCC 

17.35A, Critical Areas. 

3. Lewis County Public Works will obtain coverage from the Washington Department of 

Ecology under the Construction Stormwater General Permit and obtain a building 

permit, septic permit, grading permit, stormwater permit, and floodplain permit in 

addition to the shoreline permits requested from the Lewis County Community 

Development Department.  Additionally, the WDFW will be contacted regarding the 

proposed project and either a concurrence statement will be provide documenting 

Hydraulic Project Approval is not required or a Hydraulic Project Approval will be 

obtained if it is determined one is needed. 

4. The project is located within the 100-year floodplain, as such, project development will 

be consistent with the Lewis County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinances and LCC 

15.35, Flood Damage Prevention.  The proposed restroom facility floor shall be 1.5 feet 

above the FEMA base flood elevation.  Additionally, a hydraulic analysis was performed 



by Northwest Hydraulic Consultants and it was determined that proposed project 

activities would not cause a rise in water surface elevations.   

5. The project is located in mapped severe and moderate channel migration zones and in 

moderate to high mapped liquefaction areas.  A Geomorphic Hazards Study was 

conducted by Northwest Hydraulics Consultants to ensure the project area is safe for 

the proposed use.  It was determined that the proposed project would have minimal 

impacts on river processes and conversely the channel migration zone and liquefaction 

areas would have minimal impacts on the proposed project.  The geomorphic hazards 

study provides three statements supporting this determination.  First, existing 

revetments, along the Cowlitz River which consist of riprap, rock barbs, and anchored 

large woody debris, isolate the proposed project area from riverine erosion hazards so 

as long as they are maintained.  The County is committed to this maintenance already 

in order to protect the Skate Creek Road Bridge. Development of the public access 

facility at this site, therefore, will not independently change the way revetments impact 

lateral migration and geomorphic processes near the project site. Second, forested 

vegetation will be maintained within the 150 foot shoreline buffer, with only incidental 

removal of vegetation along the proposed pathway of the pedestrian trail, creating 

minimal independent impacts to large wood inputs to the river or shading. Third, the 

proposed facility will be mostly built at-grade and have very little impact on channel 

and floodplain hydraulics.  Development in these areas shall, therefore, be consistent 

with the Lewis County Flood Damage Preventions Ordinances, LLC 15.38 – Critical 

Areas, and the Lewis County Shoreline Master Plan.    

6. The project is located within jurisdiction of the Lewis County Shoreline Management 

Act.  Shoreline environmental designations within the project area are shoreline 

residential and rural conservancy.  Proposed project elements include the removal of 

trees for site preparation, construction of restroom facilities, a parking lot, an access 

road to the restroom facilities and parking lot, a pedestrian footbridge and trail for 

access to the Cowlitz River, designation of a primitive boat launch, and installation of 

interpretive signs.  All project elements with the exception of construction of a 

pedestrian footbridge are permitted uses in shoreline residential and rural conservancy 

shoreline environments.  Construction of the pedestrian footbridge is a conditional use 

and as such a shoreline conditional use permit has been submitted for this proposed 

work.  Project development shall comply with the Lewis County Shoreline Master 

Program and LCC 17.25, Shoreline Management. 

7. The project area is zoned as Rural Development District with a density of one unit per 

20 acres and Small Town Residential 4 units per acre.  According to LCC 17.42, Rural 

Area Zoning Summary local recreational areas facilities are a permitted use within the 

existing land use and zoning. 

8. The project is located in the Packwood Airport’s transitional obstruction zone and the 

horizontal obstruction zone.  According to Federal Aviation Regulation Part 77 

structures proposed for the Cowlitz River Public Access Point will not have the potential 



to affect the transitional obstruction zone or the horizontal obstruction zone of the 

Packwood Airport as they will be less than 200 feet above ground level. 

This information demonstrates Lewis County Public Works’ commitment to meeting the 

Conditions of Approval provided in the Land Development Review issued by the Lewis County 

Community Development Department on June 5, 2020, and that all proposed project activities 

are in compliance with local, state, and federal regulations.  

 

 


