LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

 BOARD OF HEALTH

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

September 14, 2020
1:30 p.m.

The Board of Health for Lewis County, Washington met in regular session on Monday,

September 14, 2020, at 1:30 p.m.  COMMISSIONERS EDNA J. FUND, ROBERT C. JACKSON, and GARY STAMPER were in attendance.  CHAIRMAN FUND determined a quorum, called the meeting to order, and proceeded with the flag salute. Sandi Andrus read the ZOOM guidelines.  COMMISSIONER JACKSON moved to approve the Minutes from August 10, 2020, COMMISSIONER STAMPER seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
ATTENDEES: 

 County Staff:



Community:




  Dr. Rachel Wood



Kelsi Hamilton

Alicia Howard
  John Abplanalp



Dawn Miles


Renee Robinette
  Erik Martin




Alicia Meehan

Summer Keene
  Sandi Andrus



Eric Brooks


Katherine Humphrey
  24 via ZOOM Meeting

PUBLIC COMMENT
Commissioner Fund reminded those in attendance that public comments are limited to three minutes each.  Eight community members gave public comment regarding distance learning and children returning to in-person school:  Kelsi Hamilton, Alicia Howard, Dawn Miles, Renee Robinette, Alicia Meehan, Summer Keene, Eric Brooks, and Katherine Humphrey.  Commissioner Fund thanked those who spoke and shared their concerns.  Commissioners Jackson and Stamper also thanked the speakers and stated they are ready to move forward with getting students back in the classrooms.
CONSENT AGENDA
Commissioner Jackson made a motion to approve the consent items, Commissioner Stamper seconded.

H. Res #091420.1 Approve Contract Amendment #3 between Lewis County and Thurston County for Nurse Family Partnership (NFP) Services for 2021
John Abplanalp gave a summary of this amendment.  This agreement provides better outcomes for first-time parents and their children and will continue through 2021.

Commissioner Fund asked to approve the consent items.  Motion approved 3-0.
PUBLIC HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES (PHSS) 

ADVISORY BOARD UPDATE
Matt Patten, Cascade Mental Health Chief of Operations, and member of the Public Health & Social Services Advisory Board, gave a summary of the meeting held on September 3, 2020 via ZOOM.  The majority of that meeting was a discussion regarding children and distance learning.  Staff also gave program reports.
PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 

The PHSS Department Update was tabled since JP was unable to attend today’s Board of Health.

Dr. Wood gave a powerpoint presentation on infection control which included non-pharmaceutical and pharmaceutical controls.  She also compared influenza numbers to COVID-19 numbers. COVID-19 PH roles and responsibilities, surveillance, and contact investigation were also explained.  Dr. Wood stated that the flu vaccine does not have anything in it that would protect people from COVID-19 and explained how clinical trials work for safe vaccines.
The Commissioners took a question from a woman in the audience regarding false negative cases and multiple positive test results.  John replied that if someone tests positive multiple times, those are de-duplicated and counts as just one case.  We have not had any false negative results followed by several positive results reported by any providers.  Public Health relies on what test results we receive from health care providers.  
Dr. Wood continued by reading a letter of her retirement at the end of February 2021.  She also stated that she would be willing to stay longer if needed to train the new Health Officer.  Eric Brooks, community member, thanked Dr. Wood from the community and told her that she has done a great job so far during this pandemic.  Alicia Howard, community member, commented on the good work Dr. Wood has done and she understands she is in the most difficult spot in Lewis County and she understands as a parent, what other parents are going through at this time.  Alicia stated Dr. Wood is very well respected by the nurses at Valley View.

Commissioner Jackson moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Stamper seconded,  Commissioner Fund adjourned.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:46 p.m., on Monday, 

September 14, 2020.  The next public meeting will be held on Monday, October 12, 2020 at 1:30 p.m.  

Please note that minutes from the Board of Health meetings are not verbatim.  A tape of this meeting is available.
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Respectfully Submitted,

Gary Stamper, Vice Chair

__________________________

___________________________________

Sandi Andrus

   

    Robert C. Jackson, Member
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