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Introduction 
Lewis County is undertaking a periodic review of its Shoreline Master Program 
(SMP), as required by the Washington State Shoreline Management Act (SMA), 
RCW 90.58.080(4). The SMA requires each SMP be reviewed and revised, if 
needed, on an eight-year schedule established by the Legislature. The periodic 
review ensures the SMP stays current with changes in laws and rules, remains 
consistent with other Lewis County plans and regulations, and is responsive to 
changed circumstances, new information and improved data. 

A Public Participation Plan is required to describe how Lewis County will 
encourage early and continuous public participation throughout the process of 
reviewing the SMP. This plan is a working document and will be adjusted as 
needed to provide for the greatest and broadest public participation. With the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the Governor’s proclamations, changes may be required 
to the schedule or method of outreach depending on the current restrictions for 
limiting the spread of COVID-19. Below is the anticipated schedule. 

 

 
 
 
 

Outreach 

Summary of the Public Participation Plan 

• July 2020 - November 2020 
• The project will be introduced to the public with outreach opportunities on the 

website, with brochures distributed to stakeholders and two open houses. 
 
 
 

Analyze & 
Organize 

• December 2020 - January 2021 
• Lewis County staff will consolidate the comments provided through the outreach and 

prepare the information to present to the Planning Commission. 

 

 
 

PC 
Workshops 

• January 2021-February 2021 
• Lewis County Staff and the Lewis County Planning Commission will work together 

through a series of open meeting workshops to draft SMP. 

 

 
 

Local 
Adoption 

• March 2021 - June 2021 
• The draft SMP will complete the Public Participation Process for local adoption, SEPA 

environmental review, and 60 GMA review. 

 

 
 

State 
Approval 

• June 2021 
• The County Staff will send the draft SMP to WA State Department of Ecology for final 

approval. 
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Roles and Responsibilities 
The Shoreline Management Act establishes a balance of authority and partnership 
between local and state government. Lewis County is responsible for the updating 
its SMP in compliance with Washington State rules and guidelines. This 
responsibility includes inviting public comment and coordinating with adjacent 
jurisdictions, affected tribes, and state agencies. Lewis County is also the primary 
regulator for its shorelines. Washington State Department of Ecology provides 
support, technical assistance and conducts final review for approval and adoption. 

Contact Information 
To submit comments about draft documents or ask questions about the SMP 
periodic review process you can contact Lewis County at the below address: 

Lewis County Planning Department 
Brianna Uy, Planner 
Email: Brianna.Uy@lewiscountywa.gov 
Phone: (360)-740-2602 
Address: 2025 NE Kresky Ave, Chehalis WA 98532 

 
 

Lewis County’s technical support is provided by: 
 

Washington State Department of Ecology Kim 
Van Zwalenburg 
Email: kvan461@ecy.wa.gov 
Phone: (360) 407-6300 
Address: PO Box 47775, Olympia, WA 98504-7775 

 
 
Goals and Objectives 
The overall goal of the Public Participation Plan is to make the SMP periodic 
review accessible, inclusive, and engaging to stakeholders and any interested 
members of the public. Through the participation efforts, Lewis County wants to 
educate the public on the role of the SMP, the process for the periodic review, 
and provide multiple opportunities for the stakeholders and public to review and 
comment on the proposed changes. 

mailto:Brianna.Uy@lewiscountywa.gov
mailto:kvan461@ecy.wa.gov
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To reach that goal, Lewis County will identify potential stakeholders, invite their 
participation in the planning process and analyze their comments for a draft SMP 
that will be reviewed using the Public Participation Program adopted by the 
county. 

Lewis County has identified the following specific goals: 
 

• A public involvement process that provides clear information to the public 
on the purpose of the SMP periodic review and how the process works. 

• Public meetings and events designed to provide opportunities for all 
interested parties to be heard, and for people to listen and learn from one 
another. 

• Public participation events conducted across the county to capture the 
broad geographic range and interests throughout the local jurisdiction. 

• Transparent process which clearly documents all public input and makes it 
available for any and all to review. 

• Consult and consider recommendations from neighboring jurisdictions, 
federal and state agencies, and Native American tribes. 

 
 

List of Stakeholders 
Stakeholders include everybody interested in planning for the County’s 
shorelines. They play a critical part in the development of the Shoreline Master 
Program by sharing their knowledge, expertise, opinions, values, and ideas about 
future development in the shoreline environment. Lewis County will engage the 
following stakeholders: 

 
 

General Public Tribes Government Agencies 
Residences located in the 
shoreline jurisdiction 

Cowlitz Indian Tribe Lewis County 
Conservation District 

Park users Quinault Indian Nation Lewis County Public 
Works 
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Businesses in the 
shoreline jurisdiction 

Confederated Tribes of 
the Chehalis Reservation 

Community 
Development Permit 
Center 

Farmers and the 
agriculture community 

Nisqually Indian Tribe Planning Commission 

  
Board of County 
Commissioners 

  
Tacoma Power 

 
 

Phase 1: Initialize Public Involvement (Outreach) 
July 2020 – November 2020 

 
Lewis County will use a variety of outreach and communication tools to inform 
the public and encourage their participation starting at the beginning of the 
process and continuing throughout the entire process. The outreach and 
communication tools that will be initialized during Phase 1 include the following: 

• Website 
• Brochure 
• Online Video Presentation 
• Survey 
• Other Noticing Methods 

Website 
Lewis County website will include a Periodic Review webpage where interested 
parties can access status updates, draft documents, official notices, minutes and 
other project information. The webpage will be the primary repository of all 
information related to the Periodic Review process. 
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The page will include whom to contact for more information and an email link for 
questions and comments. Interested parties will be encouraged to provide 
comments to Lewis County by letter or email. All comments will be forwarded to 
the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners and Planning Commission. 

The webpage is located here: 
https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/community-development/track- 
planning-projects/shoreline-master-program-periodic-review/ 

 

Brochure 
A brochure will be created to educate stakeholders on the purpose of the Periodic 
Review and explain the opportunities to get involved in the Periodic Review 
process. In the brochure, it will advertise the website and the video presentation. 

The brochure will be distributed to the following groups to capture a large 
majority of the identified stakeholders such as: 

 

• Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) 
• Farm Bureau 
• Packwood Business Group 
• Lewis County Chapter of Realtors 
• Olympia Master Builders 
• Community Development Permit Center 

https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/community-development/track-planning-projects/shoreline-master-program-periodic-review/
https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/community-development/track-planning-projects/shoreline-master-program-periodic-review/
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Online Video Presentation 
Due to COVID restrictions, Lewis County had to cancel the planned open houses. To 
accommodate the cancellation while having optimal public outreach during this 
unprecedented time, Lewis County will be creating a video with the presentation of 
the Shoreline Master Program. The materials that would have been displayed at the 
open houses will be displayed online for the public to see.  
 
Survey 
A survey will be created and posted online. The main goal of the survey is to help 
guide the public in their comments about the Shoreline Master Program. It will also 
provide easy access to submitting comments to the County. 

Other Noticing Methods 
For all official notices during the Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review, the 
noticing will include the following: 

 Email List 
An email list of interested parties will be created, advertised and maintained 
by the Lewis County staff. The list will be used to notify interested parties 
regarding Periodic Review progress and participation opportunities. Interested 
parties will be added to the list by contacting the Planning Department. 

 
 News Media 

The newspaper of record for Lewis County, the Chronicle, will be kept up-to- 
date on the Periodic Review process and receive copies of all official notices. 

 
 Planning Announcements 

Official notices will be sent to the email list for Planning Announcements. To 
subscribe to updates, go to the Lewis County Community Development 
website and click “Subscribe to Announcements” on the left. 

 
The Lewis County website is located here: 
https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/community-development/ 

https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/community-development/
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Changes in 
State Laws 

& Rules 

Updates on 
County's 
plans & 

regulations 

Updated 
Info & 
Public 

Comment 

Phase 2: Analyze and Organize 
December 2020 – January 2021 

 
After the initiation of the public involvement measures and outreach, Lewis 
County will consolidate all of the public comments received up to that point. That 
information will be organized to identify key updates that need to be made to the 
SMP. 

In addition to reviewing the public comments, Lewis County will complete the 
technical analysis of items required by the state for the update. The updates that 
County Staff will consider include the following: 

• Changes in state laws and rules 
• Updated information and public comment 
• Updates in County’s plans and regulations 

 

The comments received from the public and the 
required updates by state law will be organized 
and presented to the Planning Commission to 
begin a series of open meeting workshops for 
drafting the SMP. 

 

 
Phase 3: Planning Commission Workshops 
January 2021 

 
 
 
 

DRAFT SMP 

 

The Planning Commission provides citizen review and consideration for the 
proposed SMP updates. The Planning Commission will be the primary forum for 
detailed review. After their detailed review, the Planning Commission will forward 
recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC). 

Interested parties are encouraged to attend and provide comments during the 
Planning Commission deliberations and/or Lewis County Planning Commission 
workshops. 
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The Planning Commission schedule can be found here: 
https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/community-development/events/ 

When the Planning Commission workshops come to an end and the Planning 
Commissioners agree on the contents, the draft of the SMP will be prepared and 
will go through for the local adoption process. 

 
 

 
 
Phase 4: Local Adoption 
March 2021-June 2021 

 
The draft SMP will follow the County’s public participation process for local 
adoption. Below are the steps necessary to encourage participation from the 
public and other local, state, and federal agencies: 

Public Hearing with the Planning Commission 
The public will be invited to comment on the draft SMP during a combined 
state-local 30 day comment period. The public will also be invited to attend a 
joint public hearing with the Lewis County Planning Commission and 
Washington State Department of Ecology (WAC 173-26-104).  
 
The distribution of the notice for the comment period and hearing will comply 
with LCC 17.12, Public Participation Program and WAC 173-26-104, Optional 
joint review process for amending shoreline master programs. Both codes 
have the requirements for notice to newspaper, but also include unique 
noticing requirements that both need to be followed. The time frame of the 
notice will follow WAC 173-26-104 because it establishes a longer noticing 
period than LCC 17.12 (30 days). 
 
After the comment period and hearing, the County will have 30 days to 
prepare a response to the public comments. Then, the draft SMP will be 
submitted to Ecology for an initial determination. 
 

https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/community-development/events/
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SEPA Environmental Review 
The SEPA Environmental Checklist will be completed and reviewed in accordance 
with Lewis County Code Chapter 17.110. During that time, it will be sent to the 
tribes, affected agencies, and interested parties for comments. It will also be 
published through the newspaper of record. 

WA State Agency Review 
County staff will submit a 60-day notice of intent to adopt with the Department of 
Commerce. Commerce will send out to Washington State Agencies for review. 

BOCC Adoption 
The Planning Commission recommendation and Ecology’s initial determination 
will be forwarded to the BOCC for review and consideration. After all 
comments are addressed, the BOCC will hold a public hearing to adopt the 
SMP. Unlike other local regulations, Ecology has the final review and approval 
authority over all SMPs. After the BOCC adopts the SMP, it will be forwarded to 
Ecology for Phase 5. 

Phase 5: State Approval 
After June 2021 

 
At this point, Lewis County has been coordinating with the Department of 
Ecology on public notification of comment periods and hearings to take 
advantage of Ecology’s optional SMP amendment process that allows for a 
combined state-local comment period (WAC 173-26-104). Once the BOCC 
adopts the SMP, County Staff will forward it to Ecology. Ecology will review 
and approve if adequate. 
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