
Frequently Asked Questions on Firearms (CPL-Concealed Pistol License, also known as
concealed carry permit): 
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How long does a concealed pistol license last? 
Five (5) years from the date of issuance.   It can be renewed 90 days ahead of your expiration date and 
a late renewal (with penalty fee) can be accepted 90 days after the expiration date.  We do not send 
out notices to remind you of your license expiring.  

What do I need to bring to apply for a CPL? 
Cash or check for the fee and your driver’s license, which shows that you live in Lewis County. 

I just moved. Do I need to have my CPL replaced? 
Legally NO, however, some gun dealers require your driver’s license to match your CPL, so it’s a 
choice. The cost to replace/update your CPL is $10.00 and if you want it laminated the cost is $10.50. 

Can I get/renew my CPL anywhere in the state?   
No.  You must apply or renew your CPL in the city or county you live in or where your primary 
residence is (if you own more than one home).  Exception:  if you live out of state you can apply in any 
county inside the state of Washington and instead of the customary 30 day wait it will be 60 days. 

Do I have to be a U.S. Citizen to apply for a concealed pistol license? 
If you have Permanent Residency status and have your card you can apply.  If you are not a Permanent 
Resident – living here temporarily you would need to get an Alien Firearms License prior to applying 
for a CPL.

Who do I make my CPL renewal payment to?
To the Lewis County Sheriff's Office at 345 W. Main Street, Chehalis, WA, 98532

Do you take credit/debit cards? 
No.   As of March 1st, 2018 credit cards are no longer accepted, however an ATM is located in the 
lobby for your convenience (surcharge applies).   

I have a felony on my record.  Can I still get a concealed pistol license? 
If you were convicted of a felony as an adult or juvenile you would need to petition the court in the 
county where the conviction occurred to have your rights restored.  The petition must reflect the RCW 
9.41.04 (4) of the current state gun laws.  If you have a Class A felony you will be prohibited from 
getting your rights restored.   

I have a misdemeanor on my record; can I still get a concealed pistol license? 
Misdemeanor crimes of domestic violence can be held against you but your file would have to be 
reviewed to make a determination.  Other misdemeanors involving drug convictions may also 
prohibit issuance of a CPL, but again we would have to review your records. 

Can I apply for my wife/husband?   
No.  You must apply in person as you need to be fingerprinted and a background check is conducted 
during a renewal.   

How old do you have to be to get a CPL? 
You must be 21 years of age or older on the date you apply. 
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