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To respond to the economic impacts stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic, Lewis  
County  Treasurer Arny Davis encourages property  owners who are financially able to pay 
first half or full year property  taxes early to fund essential services needed now and in the 
months to come.  This includes banks, escrow agencies, and other companies that make up 
a significant portion of first-half taxpayers, as well as businesses whose operations have 
been allowed to continue during the crisis.  Businesses and citizens without income at this 
time are counting on your contribution to keep services running.  Your property taxes fund 
essential services in state and local government, including cities, counties, public health, 
schools, fire districts, ports, hospital and other special purpose districts.   
 
Property tax payments that occur twice yearly fund state and local governments. Unlike the 
federal government which can print money and withholds taxes throughout the year, 
property taxes are the primary source of cash flow for our local governments. Without the 
cash flow from property taxes, some districts might be unable to meet their expense or 
debt obligations, which would also impact bond ratings at the local and state level.. 

Treasurer Davis states, “We recognize that many families and businesses are struggling to 
make ends meet during the economic crisis from the COVID-19 pandemic. Some are asking 
what kind of assistance programs are available if taxpayers need help paying their real and 
personal property taxes due on April 30. The due date for the first half property taxes 
remains April 30 and we have been assured by mortgage escrow companies that they will 
pay the first half taxes by then.  Lewis County will maintain the property tax deadline for 
residential and commercial taxpayers of April 30th, 2020.  Lewis County will however waive 
the interest and penalties on unpaid property taxes for 29 days and will only assess 
interest and penalties on any unpaid first half 2020 real and personal property taxes on 
May 29th, 2020.   There will be no interest or penalty assessed for payments received in 
our office or post marked by May 29th. 
 
The waiver shall not apply to prior year delinquent taxes or intermediaries, including 
mortgage loan servicing companies.  If taxpayers anticipate being unable to pay their 
payment by May 29th, please contact our office at: 



 

https://lewiscountywa.gov/offices/treasurer/contact-treasure/, and we will have a 
payment plan program developed.  Here are what we anticipate will be the criteria for a tax 
payment plan to be established with the Lewis County Treasurer’s office.  These criteria are 
subject to review and potential adjustment.  You must contact the Lewis County 
Treasurer’s office in order to formally set up a payment plan. 
 

 A required initial payment of at least 25% of the amount due April 30. 
 Waiver of penalties provided payments are made timely (allowed for payment plans 

by statute). 
 1% statutory interest and penalties continues to accrue monthly on unpaid 

balances. 
 Payoff of current year taxes no later than December 31, 2020. 
 Default will result in reinstatement of statutory penalties and interest on unpaid 

balance. 
 $35 setup fee. 

 
 
We are aware that there are many taxpayers in Lewis County who prefer to pay their 
property taxes in person and with cash.  Unfortunately with our offices closed, we will not 
be able to accommodate these taxpayers for this payment cycle.  We would encourage you 
to either purchase a money order or cashier’s check and pay by mail, or drop your payment 
off at the Lewis County Auditor’s ballot drop box located at: 
 
242 Chehalis Ave. 
Chehalis WA 98532 
 
To reduce the risk of virus transmission, Treasurer Davis encourages electronic payments. 
A temporary reduction in the e-check fee to $0.50 has been negotiated, which is less than 
the cost of a stamp. Please keep our employees safe so that we may continue to serve you. 
 
The County Treasurer serves as the bank of Lewis County and the junior taxing districts 
and is considered an essential service.  The office is closed to the public until further notice, 
although taxpayers may continue to conduct business through the website, email, mail or 
phone calls. A skeleton crew is working in the office and other employees are working 
remotely.  Please contact our office directly for any needed clarification. 
 
Tax Collections: (360) 740-1115  
www.lewiscountywa.gov/offices/treasurer/ 
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