BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

IN THE MATTER OF:

NOTICE OF A HEARING FOR ORDINANCE 1379,
WHICH WOULD UPDATE LEWIS COUNTY CODE
REGARDING CANNABIS LAND USES AND
CANNABIS RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS

RESOLUTION NO. 26-246

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2026, the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners
(BOCC) directed staff to prepare amendments to the Lewis County Code that
would allow cannabis retail establishments in limited commercial zoning districts
within unincorporated Lewis County and remove provisions allowing cannabis
production and processing; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are captured in Ordinance 1379 and
include revisions to Lewis County Code Chapters 5.20 (Licenses), 17.10
(Definitions), 17.42 (Land Use Summary Table) and 17.142 (Cannabis Production,
Processing, and Cannabis Retail), as described in Attachment A, Code and
Commentary; and

WHEREAS, publication of notice and a hearing before the BOCC is required in
order to take oral and written public testimony and formal action on the proposed
code amendments outlined in Ordinance 1379; and

WHEREAS, written comments may be submitted beginning at 8 a.m. Aug. 4,
2026, through 4 p.m. August 17, 2026, by emailing Natalie Kamienicki, Senior
Long-Range Planner, at natalie.kamieniecki@lewiscountywa.gov or postal mail to
Community Development, c/o Natalie Kamieniecki, 351 NW North St., Chehalis,
WA 98531.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a hearing before the BOCC is hereby
scheduled for at or after 10 a.m. August 18, 2026, to receive public testimony on
proposed Ordinance 1379, which would allow cannabis retail establishments in
limited commercial zoning districts within unincorporated Lewis County and
remove provisions allowing cannabis production and processing; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is
hereby instructed to proceed with all appropriate and necessary notifications,
postings and publications as required by law.

DONE IN OPEN SESSION this 4th day of August, 2026.
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Jonathan Meyer, Prosecuting Attorney  LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

David Bailey Lindsey R. Pollock, DVM

By: David Bailey, Lindsey R. Pollock, DVM, Chair
Chief Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

ATTEST: ..-\;g;;@-(;;”ﬂg,;-, Scott J. Brummer
XS0
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‘&,;?Y{YCOW\ S
. CHINGTONS
Rieva Lester, C(MC = ‘ceecer Sean D. Swope
Rieva Lester, CMC, Sean D. Swope, Commissioner

Clerk of the Lewis County Board of
County Commissioners
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Commentary

ATTACHMENT A - LEWIS COUNTY CANNABIS RETAIL SALES AMENDMENTS

The Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) has directed Community Development to bring
forward a code package for consideration that would allow retail sale of cannabis in

unincorporated Lewis County. The proposed amendments would remove any allowance for cannabis
production and processing.
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Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.

Chapter 5.20

MARBUANA-PRODUCHON;PROCESSING-AND RETAILSALE
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Commentary
The licensing section, LCC 5.20, should be stricken in its entirety. The county does not maintain a
comprehensive business licensing framework and generally does not issue business licenses across
most industries. Cannabis businesses are already licensed by the state, and the county's
permitting process requires a valid state cannabis retail license as a condition of approval.
Accordingly, a duplicative county licensing requirement is unnecessary.

5.20.010 - This section is unnecessary because it restates general legal principles already
governed by state and federal law. Cannabis activities are comprehensively regulated under
Chapter 314-55 WAC and state licensing requirements, making duplicative county-level
declarations redundant.

5.20.020 - This section should be removed because it creates a duplicative licensing requirement
for cannabis activities that are already fully regulated under state law, including Chapter 314-55
WAC and state issued licenses. The county's permitting process requires proof of a valid state
license, making a separate county licensing mandate redundant and unnecessary.
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Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.
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Commentary
5.20.030 (1)-(7) - The county will rely on the existing state licensing system for retail cannabis
licenses. State-issued licenses under Chapter 314-55 WAC provide the required authorization for
cannabis activities, and the county's development regulations separately govern local land use and
siting controls. A land use permit will be issued to ensure compliance with local regulations and will
be conditioned on maintaining a valid state license. The county does not generally issue business
licenses for most industries, including retail and general commercial activity, with limited
exceptions such as cable communications franchises, music festivals, and dog kennels. A separate
county licensing process is therefore unnecessary and duplicative.
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Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.
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Commentary
See Page 5 comments.
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Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.
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Commentary

5.20.40 This section should be removed because enforcement of cannabis activities is already
governed by state law and regulated through state licensing and enforcement mechanisms. The
county's role is limited to land use regulation and permitting, which can be adequately addressed
through administrative land use permits conditioned on compliance with state licensing and
applicable local development standards. Separate misdemeanor penalties, civil penalties, and
license revocation provisions are therefore unnecessary and duplicative.
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Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.

17.10.030 “C" definitions.
“Cannabis production” means the

e#enﬂty—that—held&a—vm%—%eﬂsethe cultlvatlon harvestlnq trlmmmq drvlnq curing, packaqmq and

wholesale distribution of cannabis and related plant products by any person or entity licensed to
operate as a cannabis producer issued by the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board under WAC
314-55-075 as now in effect or hereafter amended.

“Cannabis retailer” means a retail outlet that—se“s—usab#e—ea%nabs—éaka—mamemqa)—eannabs—n#aseé

v ; ity authorized to sell only
useable cannabls cannabis concentrates, cannab|s mfused products cannabis paraphernalia, and
lockable boxes to store cannabis to persons 21 years of age and older, except as otherwise allowed
under RCW 69.50.357 and applicable rules under WAC 314.550.80, and that is owned and operated by a
person or entity that holds a valid cannabis retailer license issued by the Washington State Liquor and
Cannabis Board under WAC 314-55-079 as now in effect or hereafter amended.
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Commentary
17.10.030 - These revisions update and clarify the definitions of “cannabis production” and
“cannabis retailer” to align the code with current Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board
licensing terminology and requirements. The production definition is expanded to explicitly include
all standard cultivation and post-harvest activities—such as growing, harvesting, trimming, drying,
curing, packaging, and wholesale distribution—when conducted by a person or entity holding a
valid state cannabis producer license under WAC 314-55-075. This clarification removes
ambiguity and ensures the definition fully reflects the scope of licensed production activities
under state law.

Similarly, the "cannabis retailer” definition is refined to clearly describe retail operations as
licensed facilities authorized to sell usable cannabis, cannabis-infused products, and related
paraphernalia to persons 21 years of age and older, consistent with state law. It also ties retail
operations directly to the requirement of holding a valid Washington State Liquor and Cannabis
Board retail license under WAC 314-55-079, ensuring consistency with state regulatory
authority.

Together, these updates improve clarity, reduce interpretive uncertainty, and ensure the county

code remains consistent with state licensing frameworks rather than creating separate or
conflicting definitions.
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Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.

17.10.130 “M" definitions.
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Commentary

17.10.130 - These revisions update outdated terminology by relocating "marijuana”-related
definitions from the "M" section into the "C" cannabis-related definitions to reflect modern
regulatory language. The term “cannabis” is now the standard in state law and administrative
rules.

The definition of “marijuana processing,” including Type 1 and Type 2 processing distinctions, is
retained but relocated o "C' definitions related o cannabis.

The "miscellaneous or future marijuana uses” definition is removed as it is unnecessary given the
comprehensive nature of existing state regulation. State law already establishes a complete
framework for regulating cannabis production, processing, and retail, including mechanisms to
address new or evolving activities through rulemaking. Medical cannabis is separately regulated
under state law, ensuring consistent oversight without the need for a local catch-all category.
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Code text to be removed is shown

with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.
17.10.160 “P"” definitions
"Place of Worship” means a building, structure, or permanently established portion thereof located on a
parcel and used primarily for organized religious worship, services, or other faith-based assemblies,
including but not limited to churches, temples, mosques, synagogues, and similar facilities. This use
includes accessory buildings and uses customarily associated with religious worship, such as fellowship
halls, classrooms, offices, and community activities. This definition shall not include private residences or
outdoor spaces used for occasional or incidental religious gatherings that do not involve reqular,
organized public assembly.
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Commentary
In response to the Planning Commission's recommendation to include places of worship within the
list of sensitive uses subject to local separation requirements for retail cannabis establishments,
staff has proposed adding a definition for "place of worship” to County Code. The definition is
intended to provide clarity and consistency in the administration and enforcement of separation
standards. Adding this definition will ensure the code clearly identifies the types of facilities
subject to the local control provision.
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Code text to be removed is shown
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17.42.02. Land Use Summary

LAMIRD | LAMIRD Type OTHER
USE TYPE RURAL LAMIRD Type 1 Tyme 2 3 RESOURCE RURAL | UGA UGA -SMALL TOWNS
COMMERCIAL/PROFESSIONAL | RDD-5 | RDD-10 | RDD-20 | STMU | RRC oc |TsA STI [FC |RAI |ARL |FRL |MRL |MPR |Park|MID |RL |RM |RH [MU |CBZ |AX |IND|OS
Cannabis retail X X e |x X4 (X Xoaomoxoxoxo x| |x (x % |x o [a A |Es x|
INDUSTRIAL RDD-5| RDD-10 | RDD-20| STMU | RRC cc |TsA STI [FC |RAI |ARL |FRL |MRL |MPR |Park|MID |RL |RM |RH [MU |CBZ |AX |IND|OS
Canrabis processing SR (suR s [ |x ¥ |x sup(sum|sup|p— |o— [x [ |x |x |x M |x [x [x |x (x|
=) =
LEGEND
LAMIRD = Limited Area of More  RAI = Regional Area Industrial UGA = Urban Growth Area P = Permitted use
Intense Rural Development
RDD = Rural Development District ARL = Agricultural Resource Land MPR = Master Planned Resort P - ac. = Permitted accessory use
STMU = Small Town Mixed Use  FRL = Forest Resource Land MID = Major Industrial Area A = Administrative review
RRC = Rural Residential Center MRL = Mineral Resource Land RL = Residential Low Density SUP = Special use permit
CC = Commercial Crossroads CBZ = Commercial Business RM = Residential Medium X = Prohibited
District Density
TSA = Tourist Service Area AX = Airport District RH = Residential High Density
STI = Small Town Industrial IND = Industrial MU = Mixed Use
FC = Freeway Commercial OS = Open Space
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Commentary
Cannabis retail is allowed though Administrative Review in the Freeway Commercial (FC), Mixed
Use (MU) and Commercial Business District (CBZ) zone designations. Cannabis retail is removed as
an allowed use in the Commercial Crossroads (CC) designation, Airport District (AX).

Cannabis production and processing are removed entirely as an allowed use in the industrial use
category.
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Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.
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Commentary
Cannabis production and processing are removed entirely as an allowed use in the industrial use
category; therefore, the corresponding development regulations are being removed.
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Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.
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Commentary
See comment on page 19.
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17.142.150

Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.
Cannabis retailers.

(1) Retail sales of cannabis is allowed pursuant to 17.42, Table 2, Land Use Summary. Cannabis retail

shall not include any activities meeting the definition of “cannabis production” or “cannabis processing”

as defined in this title.

(2) Signage.
(@)

Pursuant to RCW 69.50.369, each cannabis retail establishment is allowed no more than
two (2) exterior signs identifying the business, and each sign must not exceed 1,600
square inches (40 inches by 40 inches) and shall be permanently affixed to the building
or structure. The total combined area of all exterior signs associated with the retail
cannabis use shall not exceed 3,200 square inches. Signs may include the business name
and a non-illustrative statement of the nature of the business, provided such statement
complies with state law.

In addition to the requirement of 17.142.207 Signs, signage shall not include any of the
following:

0] Signage, business names, and advertising shall not include slang,
colloquial, or informal terminology commonly used to refer to cannabis or
cannabis products, or any terminology that may be reasonably understood to
appeal to minors (e.g., cartoons, toys, or youth-oriented imagery). Examples
include, but are not limited to, terms such as marijuana, weed, reefer or similar

expressions.

(i) Depictions of the cannabis plant, flower, product, paraphernalia, smoke,
or similar imagery.

Decals, vinyl, stickers or similar adhesive signage may be placed on glass windows or
doors provided that the color and type of the signage are consistent with these
standards and permitted within the zoning district.

Offsite signage is prohibited, including, but not limited to, billboards, business logo flags,
balloons and streamers, offsite temporary or permanent signage, inflatables or moving
signs, sandwich boards and human direction sign (sign spinners).

(3) Building Design

(b)

In addition to standards provided in Chapter 17.17, UGA — Small Towns, exterior surfaces,
including walls, roof and signs, shall be a white, gray to brown color as shown in Figure X
(Munsell), excluding exterior glass. Building colors shall be low-intensity and non-
reflective. Colors with high saturation or brightness, including fluorescent, neon colors or
glow in the dark colors are prohibited on all building facades, exterior walls, exterior
surfaces, building accents and signage. Colors shall not exceed a medium value and
saturation level as measured by a recognized color system (e.g., Munsell or similar).

Within UGA — Small Towns, exterior glass shall be facade glass (hot mirrored or
reflective) and shall be maintained in a manner that prevents visibility of cannabis,
cannabis products, or transactions from the exterior, consistent with RCW 69.50.369 and
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Commentary
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Code text to be removed is shown
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WAC 314-55-155. This may be achieved through methods including, but not limited to,
interior screening, frosted glass, window film, etc. Window treatments shall remain
compliant with building and fire codes.

(d) External lighting shall meet the standards of LCC 17.142.020(3)(e).

(4) All retail cannabis operations shall provide approved potable water and domestic strength sewage
disposal, as applicable, in compliance with all applicable local and state requirements. To the extent that
solid, liguid, or hazardous waste is generated by the operation, the collection, handling, and disposal of
such waste shall comply will all applicable local and state requirements.
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Commentary
Strike existing 17.142.150 (1) & (2) as County lighting standards of 17.142.020 (3)(e) still apply to

cannabis development in the normal course of land use review. LCB WAC rules (WAC 314-55-083)
include lighting as part of security requirements for licensed cannabis premises. WAC
314-55-083 requires cannabis facilities to maintain a security plan that includes perimeter and
entry-point lighting, a security alarm system on all perimeter doors and windows, 24/7 video
surveillance with specified camera resolutions and coverage of controlled areas, secured storage
of surveillance recordings for a min of 45 days, and employee identification protocols
incompliance with state security standards.

Strike existing (3) & (4) and replace with a consolidated new subsection (4) relating to potable
water and domestic sewage.
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Code text to be removed is shown
with a strike-threugh and code text to be added is shown with an underline.

(5) Retail cannabis use shall not locate within 1,000 feet of the following uses (a) through (q),
measured from property line to property line along the shortest straight line. Exceptions may be
granted where parcels are separated by Interstate 5, as determined by the director of
community development.

Elementary or secondary schools, public or private (RCW 69.50.331; WAC 314-55-050);
Playgrounds associated with schools, parks, or licensed child care centers;

Public parks, recreation or community centers, libraries, or public transit centers;
Licensed family home child care centers (WAC 170-296A-1000);

Game arcades open primarily to minors;

Correctional/detention facility;

Place of Worship; or

Any other cannabis retail establishment.

EANSION YA

(640) An Administrative speeiat use permit granted under Chapter 17.158 LCC for a cannabis retailer
shall expire automatically expire if the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board revokes the

facility's va4+eLI|cense issued under Chapter 314-55 WAC, erifthefacility's-ticense-underChapter 520

1 1

Figure X
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LEWIS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
Frank Corbin, Chair

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
To: Lewis County Board of County Commissioners
From; Lewis County Planning Commission
Date: June 9, 2026
Subject: Transmittal to the BOCC — Amendment to Lewis County Code, Chapters

5.20,17.10, 17.42, and 17.142

Dear Commissioners:

The purpose of this report is to transmit to the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) draft
amendments to the Lewis County Code. The draft amendments are found in the May 26, 2026
Planning Commission Staff Report, Attachment A, available online at
https://lewiscountywa.gov/departments/community-development/comprehensive-plan-and-
development-regulation-amendments/cannabis-code-update/.

Overview

The Planning Commission reviewed the proposed amendments during wbrkshops held on April
14 and April 28, 2026, and conducted a duly noticed public hearing on May 26, 2026. During its
review, the Planning Commission discussed permitted zoning districts, security standards, and
separation requirements from sensitive uses.

Following discussion, the Planning Commission recommended including places of worship
among the locally regulated sensitive uses requiring a 1,000-foot separation from retail cannabis
establishments. To implement this recommendation, staff added a definition of "Place of
Worship" to Chapter 17.10 and incorporated places of worship into the separation requirements
contained in Chapter 17.142.

The Planning Commission did not recommend expanding cannabis retail to the Small Town
Mixed Use (STMU) zoning district and did not recommend additional security requirements such
as bollards or fixed protective barriers.

Summary of Recommended Amendments
The Planning Commission recommends adoption of amendments to Chapters 5.20, 17.10, 17.42,
and 17.142 of the Lewis County Code, including:
o Repeal of Chapter 5.20 licensing requirements for cannabis businesses and reliance on
the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board licensing process.
» Updates to Chapter 17.10 definitions, including replacing references to "marijuana" with
“"cannabis" and adding a definition for "Place of Worship."
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e Amendments to Chapter 17.42 allowing cannabis retail establishments as an
administratively reviewed use within Mixed Use (MU), Commercial Business District (CBZ),
and Freeway Commercial (FC) zoning districts.

» Removal of all code provisions authorizing cannabis production and processing within
unincorporated Lewis County.

e Renumbering and updating cannabis retail regulations in Chapter 17.142 to reflect
current state law, eliminate redundant provisions, establish design standards intended to
maintain compatibility with the rural character of surrounding areas, and implement local
separation standards from sensitive uses.

e Addition of local separation requirements between cannabis retail establishments and
hospitals, correctional and detention facilities, community centers, and places of worship.

Findings of Fact

The proposed amendments to Lewis County Code Chapters 5.20, 17.10, 17.42, and 17.142 are
consistent with LCC 17.12.110 (2) the Lewis County Comprehensive Plan. The amendments
update county regulations related to cannabis uses, including definitions, licensing
requirements, permitted uses, and development standards. The Planning Commission finds that
the proposed amendments provide a consistent regulatory framework for the administration of
cannabis-related land uses in unincorporated Lewis County and satisfy the criteria for adoption
of development regulation amendments.

Recommendation

Based on the above findings, the Lewis County Planning Commission recommends that the
Board of County Commissioners adopt an ordinance amending Lewis County Code Chapters
5.20, 17.10, 17.42, and 17.142 as shown in Attachment A — Code and Commentary, including
provisions allowing retail cannabis establishments in designated commercial zones, removing
provisions for cannabis production and processing, and implementing local standards governing
cannabis retail uses.

Being duly authorized to transmit the recommendations on behalf of the Lewis County Planning
Commission, | hereby respectfully submit these recommendations and supporting documents to
the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners.

Submitted bw:‘;’éz@%g‘(’ ﬂ%:/ Dste 16 - J6

Frank Corbin, Chair
Lewis County Planning Commission
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

ADOPT AMENDMENTS TO THE LEWIS COUNTY CODE )
REGARDING CANNABIS LAND USES AND CANNABIS
RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS ) ORDINANCE 1379

WHEREAS, RCW 69.50 and applicable regulations of the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis
Board authorize the licensing and operation of cannabis retail establishments within the State of
Washington; and

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2026, the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC)
directed staff to prepare amendments to the Lewis County Code that would allow cannabis retail
establishments in certain commercial zoning districts within unincorporated Lewis County and
remove provisions allowing cannabis production and processing; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments include revisions to Lewis County Code Chapter 5.20
(Licenses), Chapter 17.10 (Definitions), Chapter 17.42 (Land Use Summary Table), and Chapter
17.142 (Cannabis Production, Processing, and Cannabis Retail), and repeal Chapter 5.20 as set
forth in Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the Lewis County Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on May
26, 2026, regarding the proposed amendments set forth in Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, following its public hearing, the Planning Commission transmitted its
recommendation to the BOCC for consideration as set forth in Exhibit B; and

WHEREAS, August 4, 2026, the BOCC passed Resolution No. 26- XX scheduling a public hearing
on the proposed code amendments and directed the Clerk of the Board to provide notice of the
hearing; and

WHEREAS, the BOCC held a duly noticed public hearing on August 18, 2026, to receive public
testimony and consider the proposed amendments contained in Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the BOCC finds that the proposed amendments are consistent with state law,
support orderly land use regulation, provide reasonable standards for cannabis retail
establishments, protect public health and safety, and are in the best interests of the residents of
Lewis County; and



NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the BOCC hereby adopts the amendments to Lewis
County Code Chapters 5.20, 17.10, 17.42, and 17.142, as set forth in Exhibit A, effective
, 2026.

PASSED IN REGULAR SESSION on this 7™ day of July 2026.

APPROVED AS TO FORM: BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Jonathan Meyer, Prosecuting Attorney LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

By: Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Lindsey R. Pollock, DVM, Chair
ATTEST: Scott J. Brummer, Vice Chair

Rieva Lester, Clerk of the Board Sean D. Swope, Commissioner
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