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Lewis County Planning Commission Public Meeting
In-Person & Virtual Meeting via Zoom
July 28, 2026 - Meeting Notes


Planning Commissioners Present: Jason Alves, District 1; Jeff Skutley, District 2; Frank Corbin, District 3; Roger Moore, At-Large; Gretchen Fritsch, District 3; Nate Carpenter, District 1; Robert Hankins, District 2
Staff Present: Natalie Kamieniecki, Senior Long Range Planner; Kylie Peckham, Office Assistant Senior; 

Materials Used:
· Agenda
· Draft Meeting Notes – July 28, 2026

1. Zoom Guidelines
The clerk dispensed with the Zoom Guidelines.
2. Call to Order
A. Determination of a Quorum
7 Commissioners were present; there was a quorum. 
3. Agenda & Meeting Minutes
The Chair asked for consent to approve the agenda for July 28, 2026 and the meeting minutes from July 14, 2026. There were no corrections. There was consent to accept as presented. 
4. Public Comment
[bookmark: _Hlk197534791]There were no members of the public who wished to provide comments.  
5. Workshop
A. Family Burial Grounds. 

Natalie Kamieniecki, Senior Long Range Planner for Community Development, gave a presentation on Family Burial Grounds. See presentation for details. 
Commissioner Skutley defined the word ‘crypt’. 
Commissioner Corbin asked if all members were disinterred and if the property was sold, can the new owners continue to use the Family Burial Grounds for their own without a new MSR. Natalie confirmed that as long as the Family Burial Ground has not been through ‘abandonment’ process, that would be correct. Natalie confirmed that if you get a permit from DAHP to disinter a body, the Family Burial Ground would not automatically become abandoned. 
Commissioner Corbin asked if a 4-acre legal non-conforming lot within RDD5 would still be allowed to have a Family Burial Plot? Natalie responded yes. 
Commissioner Carpenter brought up a building height of 10 feet with a 3 foot adornment with an overall height of 13 feet. 
Commissioner Corbin recommended a building height of 10 feet with a 5 foot adornment with an overall height of 15 feet. 
Flag pole heights and recommending using current flag pole code within the zoning was discussed. 
Building height vs building code within zoning was discussed among commissioners. 
Commissioners discussed interest in having two options for permitting. Option one MSR for in ground or at grade burials up to 4 feet and no buildings. Option two, Administrative Use Permit to allow larger buildings and structures over 4 feet in height. Bural structures could be built to the zone district height of 35 feet. 
Natalie confirmed that any burial structure will require a building permit even if the building is under 200 square feet because the building would not qualify as exempt under the building code. 
6. Good of the Order:
A. Staff 
Natalie – No items for Good of the Order. 
B. Planning Commissioners
There are no items for Good of the Order.
7. Calendar:
The next Planning Commission meeting will be on August 11, 2026, and the agenda item will be a Public Hearing on Family Burial Grounds.
8. Adjourn
Commissioner Alves made a motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 pm.



