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It is important to remember that every statistic in this report represents a person who is missed by family and friends and is also a loss to our community. 

MISSION/VISION
Mission Statement
The Lewis County Coroner’s Office determines the cause and manner of reported deaths by conducting professional medicolegal death investigations while ensuring that everyone who has suffered a loss is treated with dignity, respect and compassion. 
Vision Statement
1. The LCCO is accessible and accountable to the public, media and other elected officials.
2. The LCCO continually strives to increase the proficiency and professionalism of all staff members through training.
3. The LCCO endeavors to develop and strengthen partnerships with the public safety community.
4. The LCCO works with community partners to adopt a proactive approach to reducing preventable deaths.
PURPOSE/GOALS
The Lewis County Coroner’s Office (LCCO) serves the county by investigating sudden, unexpected, violent, suspicious and unnatural deaths. All members of the LCCO staff recognize that every death investigated involves grieving family members as well as friends and co-workers. Conducting timely and complete death investigations is necessary, in part, to assist those grieving people. Complete investigations also help families with the settling of issues such as estate and insurance claims as well as any criminal or civil action. Often questions com up long after the death that were not thought of at the time and complete and thorough investigations aid in the answering of these questions.
Deaths investigated by the LCCO include on-the-job deaths and these investigations are conducted in conjunction with the Washington State Department of Labor & Industries (L&I).
The LCCO also plays a role in public health by isolating and identifying the causes of deaths that might affect large groups of the population. If an infectious agent or toxin is implicated in a death the LCCO works with Lewis County Public health and the Center for Disease Control (CDC) to ensure family members and other contacts of the decedent received any needed medical treatment. 
In cases that are unexpected deaths outside of a medical facility, suspicious circumstances, homicide, suicide, drug related or traffic deaths the LCCO works closely with the jurisdictional law enforcement agency. The agencies conduct parallel investigations, cooperating fully with each other, while maintaining their independent roles. All members of the LCCO staff are subject to being subpoenaed to testify in civil/criminal cases as to the extent of the investigation conducted. 
The LCCO is dedicated to developing community partnerships to reduce preventable deaths. We participate in the following groups/activities:
Lewis County Drowning Prevention Coalition 
Cribs For Kids (providing free  cribs to families that cannot afford one)                                                                                                                     Lewis County Vulnerable Adult Task Force                                                                          Lewis County E.M.S. Council                                                                                              D.U.I. Victim’s Impact Panel                                                                                            Lewis County Traffic Safety Council 
West Region EMS: Death/injury prevention programs                                                                                Mock DUI presentations for local high schools                                                                     

JURISDICTION
Lewis County is approximately 2, 403 square miles. This includes Forest Service and other non-county-maintained roads. The county population is approximately 87, 049.[footnoteRef:1]. [1: 1 https://usafacts.org/data/topics/people-society/population-and-demographics/our-changing-population/state/washington/county/lewis-county/] 

Cities/Communities served:  (Incorporated and unincorporated communities)                                                                                               Adna                                                                                                                                                     Boistfort                                                                                                                                  Centralia                                                                                                                          Chehalis                                                                                                                          Cinebar                                                                                                                                                               Curtis                                                                                                                                Doty/Driad                                                                                                                                       Ethel                                                                                                                               Evaline                                                                                                                             Forest                                                                                                                             Galvin                                                                                                                          Glenoma                                                                                                                                   Mary’s Coroner                                                                                                                                 Mineral                                                                                                              Morton                                                                                                                     Mossyrock                                                                                                                          Napavine                                                                                                                                Onalaska                                                                                                                   Packwood                                                                                                                     Randle                                                                                                                         Salkum                                                                                                                           Silver Creek                                                                                                                            Toledo                                                                                                                             Vader                                                                                                                               White Pass                                                                                                                           Winlock
The LCCO works with many agencies including:
Lewis County Prosecutor’s Office
Lewis County Public Health 
Cascade Mental Health
Human Response Network
WA Labor & Industries
WA DSHS (CPS/APS)
Federal Aviation Administration 
US Consumer Product Protection Commission
Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA)
BNSF Railroad Police
Amtrak Police

There are two hospitals in out jurisdiction:                                                                       Providence Centralia Hospital                                                                                                Morton General Hospital

The LCCO conducts parallel/independent death investigations with all of the law enforcement agencies in the county:
Centralia PD
Chehalis PD
Chehalis Tribal PD
Cowlitz Tribal PD
Lewis County Sheriff’s Office
Morton/Mossyrock PD
Napavine PD
National Park Service Police
Pe Ell Marshals
Toledo PD
Washington State Patrol 

             
Accreditation:
The LCCO is accredited by the International Association of Coroners & Medical Examiners (IACME).

SERVICE
The LCCO responds to calls for death investigations 24 hours per day. Shifts are covered by one Deputy Coroner who is either on duty at the office (full time) or responding from home on call (casual). There is also one on call supervisor on duty 24 hours a day (Coroner/Chief Deputy Coroner). There has been an increase in the number of simultaneous cases that require responses to different parts of the county at the same time. 

The cause and manner of deaths are determined by conducting medicolegal death investigations. This includes responding to scenes and:
1. Interviewing public safety personnel, and family
2. Documenting the scene with photos, sketches and measurements
3. Documenting the decedent with diagrams and photographs
4. Performing a complete physical examination of decedents to locate/document all signs of trauma/injury
5. Arrange for transport
6. Obtain medical records
7. Draw biological samples
8. Fingerprint decedents
9. Locate/notify next of kin
10. Positively identify the decedent
11. Complete a comprehensive written report for use by the pathologist and other agencies. 

Cases that are not natural are transported back to the LCCO for further examinations and testing by the contract Forensic Pathologist. Biological samples are drawn on decedents, and these samples are sent to either a private laboratory (if the case is pending toxicology) or to the WSP State Laboratory if the case is not pending toxicology. The private lab turnaround time is approximately 3-4 weeks, where the WSP Lab’s turnaround time is approximately 4-6 months. 

Decedent removals are facilitated by contract mortuaries who provide 24-hour service. When responding to a call we know it is going to be transported to the LCCO the contract mortuary is notified to respond. In cases of natural deaths at home, and the family has a mortuary preference, the decedent can be direct released from the scene to that family mortuary. 

Starting in March of 2024 the LCCO began transporting decedents using Removal Technician staff and county vehicles. This saved the county approximately $64,176.20.


STATISTICS

The annual statistics listed below will not reflect the various types of deaths in each category. For example, suicides by gunshots, hanging, etc. are not listed as there are cases that can involve circumstances unique to a specific case. By listing the circumstances of that one case could cause unnecessary emotional trauma to surviving family members and friends.

Case type:
Coroner case: deaths that fall under the jurisdiction of this office and are investigated.

Non-Jurisdiction Assumed (NJA): Cases that occur in a medical facility or when a decedent is on hospice under a doctor’s care. This office does not assume jurisdiction for investigating these deaths. 

The LCCO also draws a case number for situations involving assistance to other agencies, departments or the public. For example, if a Lewis County law enforcement agency requires assistance from this office, determining if bones are human is the number one, the category is called Department Assist. 

If a Lewis County non-law enforcement agency or an agency outside the county requests assistance the category is Agency Assist. This usually entails cremated remains being found or an outside county requesting us to use our facility for an autopsy since they do not have the facilities to do one. 

The last category is public assist, and this is where members of the public ask for assistance from the LCCO most often it involves finding cremated remains in a house/property. 

	Total cases
	Natural
	Homicide
	Suicide
	Accidental
	Undetermined
	Dept.
Assist
	Public
Assist
	Drug ODs

	886
	817
	3
	10
	49
	6
	1
	0
	36



Case type
	Coroner cases
	NJAs
	Transported by 
LCCO Staff
	Exhumations

	247
	711
	155
	0



Examinations
	External Examinations
	Full autopsies
	Limited Examinations
	Toxicology Alone

	54
	73
	10
	4




Additional
	Unidentified decedents
	Tissue donations

	1
	8 referred/1 declined
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