
 

 

Lewis County Solid Waste Advisory Committee – Agenda 

Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at 1:00pm 

Location:  Lewis County Public Services, Large Conference room, 2025 NE Kresky Ave, Chehalis 

MASKS REQUIRED  (ZOOM option available) 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

 

2. ROLL CALL:  Members in attendance in person and on ZOOM 

 

3. VERIFICATION OF QUORUM: Majority of members required to qualify for quorum (6 of the 10 members) 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes from the July 14, 2021, meeting to be approved (Quorum not present at meeting on August 

11, 2021), minutes from the August 11, 2021, meeting to be approved (Quorum not present at meeting on September 8, 2021) 

and minutes from the September 8, 2021 to be approved.  

 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

6. BUSINESS AGENDA: 

A. Review Action Items: Completed action items will remain on the table for the next month’s meeting minutes before 
removal. Date in “Comments/Resolution” section indicates when last update occurred. 

 

Action Item # Task Description Responsible 
Person 

Comments/Resolution 

071421-A Review Proposed Revisions to 
the Solid Waste Code 

Code Enforcement Last Discussed 09/08/2021 

081121-A Lewis County Comprehensive 
Solid  and Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan 

Solid Waste Staff Progress Timeline updated 08/11/2021 – Draft 
will be provided for review at the 10/13/2021 
meeting 

090821-A Proposed Rate Increases Solid Waste Staff Proposed Rate increases presented to SWDD at 
regular meeting on 09/27/2021 – Notice of 
Public Hearing Resolution approved and will 
take place on 10/25/21 at 2pm 

   
B. Reports/Updates: 

 SWAC – Terry Harris, Chair 

 Lemay/Waste Connections – Tom Rupert, District Manager 

 Department of Ecology – Olivia Carros 

 Code Enforcement – Bill Teitzel 

 Lewis County Solid Waste – Utility Staff 

o Community Litter Report 
o Tonnage Report as presented at SWDD 
o LCSWU 2022 Budget Presentation 

 

7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:  Suggestions  
 

8. NEXT MEETING: November 10, 2021 from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
 

9. ADJOURNMENT:  
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Please notice the October 2021 SWAC meeting is open  

to in-person attendance and Zoom 

 

 

ZOOM Instructions for 

LEWIS COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday October 13, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 

Please see below. 

 

ONLINE Attend the meeting via Zoom meeting at  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84694392701?pwd=VGhVbm5rTm5LenpJOVJ0OUhWc3hndz09 

The passcode is 321954. 

 

BY PHONE To attend by phone, call 888-475-4499.  The meeting ID is 846 9439 2701 

and the passcode is 321954. 
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Lewis County Solid Waste Advisory Committee – Minutes 

Wednesday, September 8, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 

Location:  Lewis County Public Services, Large Conference room, 2025 N.E. Kresky Ave, Chehalis 

In-Person Meeting with ZOOM option. 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Call to order by Terry Harris at 1:10 p.m.   

 

2. ROLL CALL: Members in attendance. 

 

Member Name Representation Attendance Non- Member 
Name 

Representation 

Terry Harris SWAC Chairman P Olivia Carros Department of Ecology (Zoom) 
Bob Taylor SWAC Co-Chairman UA Steve Gilmore Republic Services (Zoom) 

Jason Adams WSU Extension/ Agriculture P Kathryn McPherson WA Utilities & Transportation Comm.  

Don Bradshaw Citizen/Winlock EA Josh Metcalf LC Public Works, Director 

Peppy Elizaga Business/Hampton Lumber EA Bill Teitzel LC Public Health & Social Services 

Eddie Lewis Waste Management Industry P (Zoom) Rocky Lyon LCSW Utility, Manager 

Jerry Lord Chehalis Councilperson UA Melanie Case LCSW Utility, Recycle Coordinator 

Tom Rupert Waste Management Industry P Teri Lopez LCSW Utility, Admin Assistant 

Max Vogt Centralia Mayor UA   

Samantha 
Winkle 

Waste Management Industry P (Zoom) 

Attendance recorded for members. 
P=Present; EA=Excused Absence; UA=Unexcused Absence 

3. VERIFICATION OF QUORUM: A quorum was not present with only five (5) of ten members in attendance. 

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

  

5. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  July 14, 2021 and August 11, 2021 meeting minutes not approved.  Quorum not 

present, both sets of minutes will need approval at next meeting. 

 

6. BUSINESS AGENDA: 

A. Review Action Items: Completed action items will remain on the table for the next month’s meeting 
minutes before removal. Date in “Comments/Resolution” section indicates when last update occurred. 

 
Action 
Item # 

Task Description Responsible 
Person 

Comments/Resolution 

071421-A Review Proposed Revisions to the 
Solid Waste Code 

Code Enforcement Last Discussed 08/11/2021 – Committee requested 
redline version of proposed updates 
Discussed 09/08/2021 – Bill indicated that the 
Prosecuting Attorney, Eric Eisenberg will join a 
meeting later this year 

081121-A Lewis County Comprehensive Solid  
and Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan 

Solid Waste Staff Progress Timeline updated 08/11/2021 – Draft will 
be provided for review at the 10/13/2021 meeting 

090821-A Proposed Rate Increases Solid Waste Staff Proposed Rate increases presented to SWAC on  
09/08/21 as requested by SWDD 

090821-B Proposed Rate Increases SWAC Rate increase recommendation to be presented to 
SWDD at regular meeting on 09/27/21 
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B. Reports/Updates: 

 SWAC – Terry Harris, Chair – No new information.   

 LeMay/Waste Connections – Tom Rupert, District Manager – No new information.   

 Department of Ecology – Olivia Carros – LSWFA is now active and costs can be submitted for 

reimbursement.  Olivia will be sending a follow up email to Melanie.  

 Code Enforcement – Bill Teitzel  

o Nothing received from Port Townsend Paper regarding land application for their solid waste. 

o Trailer loads of solid waste will be coming in from 903 Byham Rd, Winlock, considered a 

nuisance property.  

 Lewis County Solid Waste – Utility Staff 

o Community Litter Program Report – In July, Litter program coordinator cleaned up 14 illegal 
dumpsites with 3,540 pounds of garbage, 12 tires and 1 freezer removed.  

o Transfer Station Tonnages – Total tonnage for July was 10,613, which was 28% higher than 
the previous year. Customer count for July was 16,867, which is 22% higher than the 
previous year.   

o Proposed Rate Increases – included as part of these minutes is a proposed rate sheet and a 
municipal solid waste disposal map of Washington state showing tipping fees in other 
counties, which were used to discuss the proposed rate increases. 

 Rocky Lyon, SW Manager explained the sheets, how the team came up with the 
proposed increases and that per the Disposal District commissioners, SWAC is to 
provide a recommendation on proposed rates. 

 Jason Adams, WSU Extension Program Educator stated that the proposed rate 
increases are a good way to go and will be tolerable.  He asked if the high numbers 
in July indicate a trend.  Rocky responded that the number of customers remain 
constantly high, which is why part of the proposed rate increase includes building 
the reserves for expansion or relocation. 

 Terry Harris, SWAC Chair shared his thoughts on the proposed rate increase which 
lead him to the conclusion that perhaps the increase is not enough.  He stated that 
reserves when he started on SWAC were at 6 million.  This was to prepare for 
expansion/relocation.  Reserves are now at 1.8 million, which is just above the bare 
minimum of 1.5 million.  He further stated that it has been the advice of SWAC in 
years past to limit how often rates change.  

 Josh Metcalf, LC Public Works Director stated that one of his main philosophies 
when coming into Public Works is that the utilities should be run like a business and 
recover their costs. He stated that an annual review of the utilities would be 
necessary due to all the economy/market variables.  

 SWAC did not have quorum so no formal recommendation was made.  Among those 
in attendance it was decided that the rate proposal as it is be presented to the 
Disposal District commissioners with the explanation that SWAC did not have 
enough members present to make a recommendation. The commissioners can 
advise on how to proceed.  

o Melanie Case, SW Recycling Coordinator highlighted the upcoming recycling event in 
Winlock on Saturday, September 11.  She also highlighted the remaining September and 
October events.  Flyers were provided.  
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7. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:   
 

8. NEXT MEETING: October 13, 2021, from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
 

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS:    
 

 Terry Harris suggested we all keep commissioner Stamper in our thoughts as he recovers.   

 Jason Adams updated the group on the Floral Street Sustainability Project.  He has flyers made up and has 
handed them out to several businesses including the Dollar General regarding any leftover materials they 
may have that could be used at the Floral Street Project.  

 Terry Harris asked the advisory committee members who would like to be on the budget committee.  No 
responses were received.  A follow up email will be sent.  

 

10. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 1:57 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Teri Lopez, 
Administrative Assistant 
Lewis County Solid Waste 
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 Municipal 

Solid Waste 

 Bulky 

Waste 

 Yard Waste 

(Grass & Leaves) 

Silver Springs 

 Yard Waste 

(Tree Limbs)  

 Tires      

(passenger/        

light truck) 

Current Rate $90/Ton $110/Ton $60/Ton $60/Ton

 $3/no rim or 

$5/w rim 

Current Minimum $10/200lbs $10/200lbs $5/160lbs $5/160lbs n/a

Proposed Rate $100/Ton $120/Ton $90/Ton $60/Ton

$5 w or w/o 

rim

Proposed Minimum $15/200lbs $15/200lbs $10/160lbs $10/160lbs n/a

Disposal/     

Hauling Expense $52.29 $79.20 $49.65 $1.86
Operating 

Expenses/Capital 

Improvements $48.05 $20.23 $9.88 $7.75 $3.56

Total $100.34 $120.57 $89.08 $57.40 $5.42
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Whatcom

San Juan 

Skagit

Snohomish

Okanogan
Ferry

Stevens

Pend 

Blue Mountain Transfer Station $240.29*

Regional Transfer Station $186.36* 

Jefferson

Grays

Mason

Pacific

Wahkiakum

Cowlitz

Clark

Lewis

Thurston
Pierce

Kitsap

Kittitas

Klickitat 

Skamania

Benton

Franklin

Walla Walla

Douglas

Grant

Lincoln Spokane

Adams
Whitman

Columbia

Garfield

Asotin

Chelan

Yakima

King

Municipal Solid Waste Tipping Fees (per ton) - 2019

*3.6 Refuse Tax included

Clallam 

$109.51*

$91.90
$52.85

$166.25*

$72.26 $16.50

cubic 

yard

$28.80*

$108.62

$115.00*

$162.93*

$151.06*

$80.00*

$108.84

$28.57

$90.00

$112.78

$103.10

$84.43

$135.00*

$154.36

$170.26

Orcas Island $400.00*

$100.49

$105.00*

RDS/WM Tx Station $140.00

$119.00*

$185.00*

$36.00*

$95.25

$113.96

$107.53*

$98.00*

$140.00*

$129.36*

Counties with an incinerator or MSW landfill

Contact Dan Weston at 360-407-6409 or Daniel.Weston@ecy.wa.gov Updated 12/18/2019

$113.00

$49.73

$79.00*

$76.15* 

$51.10 *

(non-Richland) 

(Richland) 

Oreille

Harbor

Island
Allied Waste Tx Stn $102.00

San Juan Island $351.62*

Pt Roberts Tx Stn $250.00
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$10min

$25min

$10min fee
+tax/tip fee

Tip Fee Incerased to $96.30 

Tip Fees increased in 2021 (Pink Highlight)

$12min

Tip Fee Increased in 2020 (Green Highlight)

$80 in 2020

$18min

$20min

$10.87min

$17.40
min

$34.69min

$25.50min

$10min

$8min

$10min

$8.29min

$20min

$16.58min

Incresed to $90

$22min

$10min

$15.90min

Increase to $151.63

$51.73min

17.61min

$11.58min

$15min

Incresed to $113.86

$20.60min

$10min

$15.54min

$10min

$11.40min



 

Lewis County Solid Waste Advisory Committee – Minutes 

Wednesday, August 11, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 

Location:  Lewis County Public Services, Large Conference room, 2025 N.E. Kresky Ave, Chehalis 

In-Person Meeting with ZOOM option. 

1. ROLL CALL: Call to order by Terry Harris at 1:00 p.m.  Members in attendance. 

 

Member Name Representation Attendance Non- Member 
Name 

Representation 

Terry Harris SWAC Chairman P Olivia Carros Department of Ecology (Zoom) 
Bob Taylor SWAC Co-Chairman P Josh Metcalf Lewis County Public Works, Director 

Jason Adams WSU Extension/ Agriculture U A Bill Teitzel LC Public Health & Social Services 

Don Bradshaw Citizen/Winlock E A Rocky Lyon LCSW Utility, Manager 

Peppy Elizaga Business/Hampton Lumber P Melanie Case LCSW Utility, Recycle Coordinator 

Samantha Winkle Waste Management Industry U A Teri Lopez LCSW Utility, Admin Assistant 

Eddie Lewis Waste Management Industry U A Sheryl Hall Citizen/GPTF 

Jerry Lord Chehalis Councilperson U A David Owen Citizen/Pinchot Partners 

Tom Rupert Waste Management Industry P (Zoom) 

Max Vogt Centralia Mayor P (Zoom) 

Attendance is 
recorded for 
members 

 P=Present; EA=Excused Absence; 
UA=Unexcused Absence 

 

A quorum was not present with only five (5) of ten members in attendance. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 David Owen from Randle, Treasurer for Pinchot Partners and private citizen, expressed his concern about a 

change in policy that he feels will adversely affect residents of East Lewis County in regards to trash.  He 

stated that a Morton Transfer station employee informed him that rates would be increasing.  He feels a 

rate increase will lead to an increase in illegal dumping.   

 Sheryl Hall from Tacoma, member of PIC (Packwood Improvement Club) and GPTF (Gifford Pinchot Trash 

Force), stated that she is attending to provide support in any way that she can with problems happening 

with forests and county roads in regards to trash. 

 David stated that trash is not the problem, people are. No matter the tipping fee, some people are just going 

to dump.  However, there are conscientious people who collect their trash/recyclables and pay the $10 fee 

at the transfer station.  He is worried that a higher tipping fee would deter those people from doing the right 

thing. Bill Teitzel, LC Public Health & Social Services responded by acknowledging illegal dumping is an issue.  

He and his department take enforcement action when actionable evidence is found, items such as mail, 

prescription bottles, etc.   

 David stated he would like to see a public trial and lynching for illegal dumping violators or he suggests 

public shaming via an article in the newspaper.  Sheryl commented that she uses social media to report 

offenses.  Bill stated that the majority of illegal dumpers are dealing with other social issues. 

 David stated that although he is in support of the forest services dispersed camping program illegal dumping 

at Skate Creek for example is a real issue and Bill Teitzel confirmed.  David inquired about trail cameras.  Bill 

Teitzel, Josh Metcalf, LC Public Works Director and Sheryl all speak to this issue.  Cameras used in the past 

were stolen or vandalized and cameras do not always capture what is needed to identify an offender. 
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 David returned to discussing of the tipping fee increase.  He suggested an automated system where you slip 

in your $5 for your one trashcan.  

 Sheryl asked if David had garbage service.  He stated that his driveway was ½ mile long and it is not possible 

to drag a can down the driveway.  Rocky suggested he build a small lockable area at the end of his driveway 

where he could keep his trashcan.  David stated that it would be nice to have a dumpster in a locked area in 

Randle where residents could pay a fee to have a key.  

 David returned to discussing the tipping fee increase.  Saying he understands that it is still early in the 

process.  Rocky responded that no fee amounts have been discussed and Josh concurred; but that a number 

of factors are being discussed to determine when rates will need increased.   

 David stated that Packwood is growing and that he has discussed his concern with several other residents.  

He wonders if there is an alternative.  Peppy Elizaga, Hampton Lumber asked if David is suggesting adding a 

facility in Packwood, which would be costly.  Melanie Case, SW recycling coordinator asked if David or Sheryl 

were members of the community when drop boxes were placed in several locations through Lewis County 

including the Packwood area.  Neither had been.  Melanie stated that they were very costly to staff and 

maintain. 

 Sheryl informed the committee that in Packwood on September 25 a tire drive is being hosted.  Melanie 

Case, let Sheryl know that there is grant funding to assist with these types of projects.  They agreed to speak 

later and work out the details.  

 Sheryl then stated that in Tacoma, she noticed that people are allowed twice a month to leave big items on 

the curb.  Is that an option for Lewis County?  

 David stated that people are most likely to be good when it is easy for them. Everyone generates trash and 

all that trash goes some place. It is a matter of the route of that trash.  It is going to cost money here or 

there.  In general, prevention is cheaper than trying to fix the problem afterwards.  

 David stated that he would be having a conversation with Commissioner Stamper regarding topics from this 

meeting, in hopes that these issues are handled politically, as well. 

 Josh commented that illegal dumping is an issue all across the state.  Ecology grant funding is higher than in 

years past with a lot of it tailored to the homeless encampments/illegal dumping and that litter in general is 

a noticeable problem.  He stated that the commissioners are aware of what is happening with Solid Waste 

by way of monthly meetings and reports.  He also stated that Solid Waste has and will continue to come up 

with creative solutions.  

 Sheryl asked why there is no cardboard recycling at the Thrift and Gift in Packwood.  Melanie Case replied 

that at the time it was not cost effective to include cardboard into the mixed recycling, which could change 

in the future due to the market price of cardboard.  Melanie informed Sheryl that Lemay offers a cardboard 

recycling service for a fee to businesses and that the Morton Transfer station accepts cardboard.  

 Sheryl inquired about a cardboard bin in specific housing areas.  Melanie suggested that could be something 

handled by the HOA in those areas. 

 Terry Harris, SWAC Chair thanked both David and Sheryl for attending.  He let them know that they are 

welcome anytime and to let others know they are welcome.  Terry instructed them to reach out to Rocky or 

Melanie in the future to be added to the agenda.   

 

 

  

3.  PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  July 14, 2021, meeting minutes not approved. 

 Quorum not present, minutes will need approval at next meeting. 

 

4. BUSINESS AGENDA: 

4.1. Review Action Items: (Note: completed action items will be shown on the table for the next meeting’s 
minutes then be “dropped.” Date in “Comments/Resolution” section indicates when last update occurred. 
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Action 
Item 
Number 

Task Description Responsible 
Person 

Comments/Resolution 

071421-A Review Proposed Revisions to the 
Solid Waste Code 

Code Enforcement Discuss 08/11/2021 – Packets provided via email 
or mail on 07/15/2021 

071421-A – Bill Teitzel spoke on this Action item.  An attorney was hired to review the code as it was written in comparison to 
the new WAC 173.350.  The packets mailed/emailed reflected the suggested changes from attorney and Solid Waste.  Terry 
requested a red line version in order to compare code as written to suggestions for change.  

081121-A Lewis County Comprehensive Solid  
and Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan 

Solid Waste Staff Update on Progress Timeline 08/11/2021 

081121-A – Melanie spoke on this action item.  She provided a diagram, which is included in these minutes as page #5.  A plan 
draft will be submitted to SWAC/cities/towns/public in October for final comments.  

 

4.2. Alternatives to Residential Free Disposal Voucher Program:  

4.2.1. Letters to city officials went out on 07/16/2021 regarding what events would be most beneficial 

to their cities with a form for the cities to complete and return.  

4.2.2. Event for the Winlock/Vader/Toledo are on 09/11/2021 to include Hazardous waste, E-Cycle, 

Styrofoam, Tires, Yard Waste and Document Shredding. 

4.2.3. Event for Pe Ell on 09/25/21 to include E-Cycle and Document Shredding 

4.2.4. Event at Centralia Christian School/CTS on 10/09/2021 “Gardening for Everyone” hosted by Master 

Gardeners to also include Styrofoam Recycling, Sensitive Document Shredding, etc.  

4.2.5. Event for the Packwood/Randle are on 10/09/2021 to include Hazardous waste, E-Cycle, Styrofoam, 

Tires, Yard Waste and Document Shredding. 

 

 Rocky Lyon, Solid Waste Manager discussed all the above listed events. 

 Bob Taylor, SWAC Vice-Chair stated that communication that the voucher program is dead is 

lacking since the public that attended this meeting still thinks it exists. He stated that the overall 

sharing of information needs a lot of attention.  

 Rocky reminded that the information is on our website and phone message.  He then asked Bob 

what advice he had to offer as a member of the advisory committee.  The advice offered by Bob 

was to keep at it.  

 Josh Metcalf informed the meeting that he attends two meeting a month in Packwood and 

speaks to Sheryl several times a month.  She has been notified that the voucher program no 

longer exists.  He also informed the meeting that money is being spent to get that message out.  

Josh then asked Bob what is his advice. 

 Terry suggested radio PSA’s.  Josh replied that Melanie is on the radio continually.  

 Bill Teitzel offered an example.  People should know we are in burn ban not because they are 

continually told but because of common sense.  However, his department is notified continually 

of illegal burns.  

 Terry suggested budgeting for mailers.   

 

 

 

 

4.3. Reports/Updates: 

4.3.1. SWAC – Terry Harris, Chair – No new information.   

4.3.2. LeMay/Waste Connections – Tom Rupert, District Manager – No new information.   

4.3.3. Department of Ecology – Olivia Carros  

 Olivia confirmed that the plan is on track.  She and Melanie are in communications.  

4.3.4. Code Enforcement – Bill Teitzel –  
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 Bill is in preliminary discussions with a group that is trying to get into the IPAT (Industrial Park 

at Transalta) area to run a Fluidized Bed Incinerator to create power.  Bill advised the group to 

get started on an EIS (Environmental Impact Study).  Melanie stated that she communicated 

with this group also.  They were inquiring about organics.  She suggested they reach out to 

UNFI, as they often bring in semi-trucks full of spoiled food. 

 Bill stated that dead RV’s being dumped along the side of county roads is getting to be a huge 

problem.  Terry suggested that the abandoned RV’s be taken to the parking lots of the 

lawmakers in Washington so they can see what everyone is dealing with.  Bob asked if there is 

any grant funding to deal with the issue.  Melanie responded that the current grants would 

include some money for cleaning up homeless campsite but to her knowledge nothing specific 

for RV’s.  

 Bill informed SWAC that Port Townsend Paper reached out to him regarding land applications 

for their secondary waste.  Bill is going to require a study before issuing any permits.  

4.3.5. Lewis County Solid Waste –  

 Rocky went over tonnage report in packet and some tentative numbers for July. 

 Preliminary 2022 budget proposal should be ready for the October SWAC meeting. 

 

5. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:   
 

6. NEXT MEETING: September 8, 2021, from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
 

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 2:41 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Teri Lopez, 
Administrative Assistant 
Lewis County Solid Waste 
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Lewis County Solid Waste Advisory Committee – Minutes 

Wednesday, July14, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 

Location:  Lewis County Public Services, Large Conference room, 2025 N.E. Kresky Ave, Chehalis 

In-Person Meeting with ZOOM option. 

 

1. ROLL CALL: Call to order by Bob Taylor at 1:00 p.m.  Members in attendance. 

 

Member Name Representation Attendance 

Terry Harris SWAC Chairman              E A 

Bob Taylor SWAC Co- Chairman              P 

Jason Adams WSU Extension/ Agriculture              P 

Don Bradshaw Citizen/Winlock              P 

Peppy Elizaga Business/Hampton Lumber              P 

Samantha Winkle Waste Management Industry              P 

Eddie Lewis Waste Management Industry              P 

Jerry Lord Chehalis Councilperson             U A 

Tom Rupert Waste Management Industry               P 

Max Vogt Centralia Mayor               P 

Attendance is recorded for members  P=Present; EA=Excused Absence; UA=Unexcused Absence 

Non- Member Name Representation  

Olivia Carros Department of Ecology  

Jeff Miller  E-Tech Mobility  

Kathy McPherson UTC  

Josh Metcalf Lewis County Public Works, Director  

Rocky Lyon LCSW Utility, Manager  

Kristen Buckman LCSW Utility, Office Manager  

Melanie Case LCSW Utility, Recycle Coordinator  

Teri Lopez LCSW Utility, Admin Assistant  

Karen Hirte LCSW Utility, Office Assistant  

 

A quorum was present with eight (8) of ten members in attendance. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None  

 

3.  PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  June 9, 2021, meeting minutes were approved by motion. 

 Motion made by Peppy Elizaga and seconded by Tom Rupert to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2021   

meeting.  Motion carried.  

 

4. BUSINESS AGENDA: 

4.1. Review Action Items: (Note: completed action items will be shown on the table for the next meeting’s 
minutes then be “dropped.” Date in “Comments/Resolution” section indicates when last update occurred. 
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Action Item 
Number 

Task Description Responsible 
Person 

Comments/Resolution 

060921-A Incorporate SWAC comments on CROP 
and complete second draft, SWAC 
review second draft of CROP 

Utility/SWAC Review 6/9/2021 
Completed 06/30/2021 

071421-A Review Proposed Revisions to the Solid 
Waste Code 

Code Enforcement Review 07/14/2021 – Packet to be emailed by end of week 
with the exception of Bob Taylor and Don Bradshaw who 
requested paper copies be mailed to them 

 

4.2.  Recycle Reset: Update – Melanie Case, LCSW Utility Recycle Coordinator, presented a slide show which 

highlighted the success of Recycle Reset from January thru June of 2021 as compared to  

January thru June of 2020 

 74% reduction in the amount of Recyclables discarded 

 73% reduction in the cost to dispose of contaminated Recycling 

 Revenue from Recycling up 320%  

 

4.3. Contamination Reduction & Outreach Plan (CROP): Melanie explained that all comments and suggestions 

received were reviewed and a final version was submitted to the DOE before the June 30th deadline. 

     

4.4. Alternatives to the Residential Free Disposal Voucher Program:  

Rocky shared a presentation on Alternatives to the Voucher Program.  The Utility is encouraging a change 

from garbage vouchers to community clean-up events.  Some examples could include sensitive document 

shredding, scrap metal/appliance collections, organics, tire recycling, HHW and E-Cycle events.  This would 

promote the community to recycle rather than throw away their items.  Grant money would cover most of 

the costs of these clean-up events as opposed to the Utility taking on the cost of the garbage vouchers.  

Letters to the Cities asking what events would best suit their needs are being mailed.  This will assist the 

utility in planning out a set of events.   

 

4.5. Reports/Updates: 

4.5.1. SWAC – Bob Taylor – No new information. 

4.5.2. LeMay/Waste Connections – Tom Rupert, District Manager – No new information.   

4.5.3. Department of Ecology – Olivia Carros – Announced that she will be representing the DOE from 

now on in place of Peter Lyon. She then thanked Melanie for submitting the CROP report on time.  

She also stated that she hopes to have the grant agreement drafted by the end of the month.   

4.5.4. Code Enforcement – Bill Teitzel – Bill was unable to attend but wishes for the board to review a 

draft of the proposed changes to the Solid Waste Code. The draft will be emailed to all board 

members with the exception of Bob Taylor and Don Bradshaw who requested paper copies.  

4.5.5. Lewis County Solid Waste –  

Rocky Lyon  

 Record breaking number of customers/tonnage. Ex. yesterday which was a Tuesday and 

560 customers were serviced.  Lines have been out past the tracks and as far back as to 

Gold Street on some days.  The group speculated on reasons for continued uptake, 

construction demolition was mentioned.  No slow-down in site.  Josh provided that 

Community Development indicated a record number of building permits are being issued.  

Max provided a comment about a news report indicating that lumber prices will be 

plummeting.  Peppy confirmed. 

 It was asked if the Reuse Center is restarting.  Rocky stated that there just isn’t room 

logistically.  Josh explained that it was originally closed for safety reasons and with the 

increase in traffic to the Transfer Station, safety is still a big concern.  Melanie stated that 

all the local Second hand stores are overrun right now.  People during the Covid Stay-at-

home orders just started cleaning out and haven’t seemed to stop.  Her concern would be 
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that if they were turned away from the Second hand stores that the Reuse enter here 

would just become a dumping place. 

Melanie Case 

 Morton and Pe Ell both had successful Tire Events.  

 New signs have been installed at CTS and will be soon at ELCTS. 

Josh Metcalf  

 Bob asked about the Paint Recycling Contract.  Josh reported that the attorney is 

reviewing the contract regarding the indemnification language.  He also stated that 

research is being done to see what other counties are doing. 

 2 new FTE’s have been hired for succession planning and to meet the growing needs.  Also 

in the process of hiring 1 additional FTE for the office.  

 Josh stated that the Feasibility Study should be completed by the end of the year. 

 

5. NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:   
5.1. Bob would like to see some specific dates/costs for the Disposal Voucher Alternatives. 
5.2. Bob requested that the current month’s tonnage report be provided at the meetings.  Kristen to provide 

unofficial numbers.  
5.3. Bob asked that we add the Solid Waste Management plan to the action items section of the Agenda for 

the next meeting. 
 

6. NEXT MEETING: August 11, 2021, from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
 

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Teri Lopez was introduced to the group as the new Admin Assistant for Solid Waste. 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 1:52 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Teri Lopez, 
Administrative Assistant 
Lewis County Solid Waste 

 

14 of 16



COMMUNITY LITTER CLEANUP PROGRAM
2021  

  

 January February March April May June July August September October November December YTD TOTALS

Lewis County Litter Crew

  Supervisor Hours Litter 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

  Supervisor Hours Illegal dumping 35.50 41.00 44.50 35.50 36.50 32.50 42.50 40.00 308.00            

  Road Miles 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

  Crew Hours (supervisor) 35.50 41.00 44.50 35.50 36.50 32.50 42.50 40.00 308.00            

  Road side disposal weight 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 480.00 405.00 885.00

  Disposal Fees $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Illegal Dumpsites

  Dumpsites Cleaned 13.00 12.00 17.00 11.00 10.00                          12.00         14.00 12.00 101.00            

  Pounds 4,120.00              3,980.00 4,360.00 3,860.00 4,560.00                     4,200.00    3,540.00 4,160.00    32,780.00       

  Fees $192.07 $185.55 $216.65 $187.84 $212.59 $356.43 $184.95 $197.16 $1,733.24
Other item fees (tires, TVs, 

appliances) $255.00 $152.00 $213.00 $170.00 $279.00 $149.00 $79.00 $131.00 $1,428.00

Dumpsites cleaned up in August 2021:

Road & Mile Post Pounds Other

Fee for 

Other

Number of 

Sites

Frost Road MP 0.25 960.00       7 tires on rim $35.00 1

Little Hanaford Road 

MP 1 160.00   1

Halliday Road MP 2 420.00   2

Bishop Road MP 1.5 280.00 4 tires off rim $12.00 1

Ingalls Road MP 1 200.00 1 tire on rim $5.00 1

Airport Road MP 0.5 220.00 1 tire on rim $5.00 1

*Middle Fork Road MP 

4 700.00

10 tires on rim; 

6 tires off rim $68.00 1

Little Hanaford Road 

MP 2.5 380.00   1

Big Hanaford Road 

MP 0 220.00 1

Henriot Road MP 1 360.00 1 tire off rim $3.00

Fisher Road MP 0.5 260.00 1 tire off rim $3.00 1

4,160.00    $131.00 11

*Middle Fork Road at Mile Post 4 was a new site for an illegal dump site clean-up.

The roadside disposal weight was from five litter pickup dates in Centralia. 10 

volunteers spent 39 hours picking up 27 bags of litter.
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2020 2021 2020 2021
January 5,610        6,263      588         647         6,910 
February 5,112        5,156      691         567         5,723 
March 5,719        7,091      707         832         7,923 
April 5,840        7,033      812         874         7,907 
May 5,832        6,940      769         823         7,763 
June 6,486        7,339      839         992         8,332 
July 7,487        9,522      815         1,091      10,613 
August 7,083        7,687      946         962         8,649 
September 6,944        853         - 
October 6,703        839         - 
November 5,958        611         - 
December 6,682        657         - 
Total Tonnage 75,457      57,031    9,126      6,789      63,819 

90,700    
70%

Monthly Tonnage Comparison: August
2020 8,029      
2021 8,649      

Difference % 8%

Customer Count Comparison: August
2020 14,758 
2021 15,114 

Difference % 2%

LEWIS COUNTY SOLID WASTE UTILITY 2021 - TONNAGES

Month 2021 Total

Actual Tonnage/Estimated Tonnage:
Estimated Tonnage for 2021:

East Lewis County 
Transfer StationCentral Transfer Station
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