
 

LDR APPROACH LOCATION VERIFICATION PERMIT 

Applicant Information     Owner     Contractor    Other: ________________ 

Name: _____________________________  Phone: ______________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________   

Owners Information - if not applicant as indicated above 

Name: _____________________________  Phone: ______________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________  

Site Information:  

Site Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Site Parcel Number: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Description of planned development and land division to be done for the proposed site: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

General Information: 

Attach a drawing showing the subject property and the proposed location of the proposed approach. See the LDR 
APPROACH LOCATION VERIFICATION HANDOUT, and the Lewis County Standard Plans attached for more 
information.  

The primary purpose of this permit is to help the applicant plan for any proposed access as part of the Land Division 
Review Process. This entails determining probable location of proposed legal access to the Lewis County road 
network. This application will require considerations for safety, functionality, and as otherwise indicated by Title 12.60 
of the Lewis County Code. Also, this application is an extension of and is done in coordination with the corresponding 
Road Approach Application to be submitted prior to final recording of the Land Division and is therefore governed 
under 12.60.630 of the Lewis County Code.  

Please note that this permit does not guarantee the placement of future access. Final determination is made during 
the review process for acceptance of the proposed land division prior to final approval.  

Permit Cost: This permit cost is $50 which will be deducted from the final road approach application fee of $330. 
Upon approval of this permit the road approach permit will be adjusted to a $280 fee. See the Lewis County Permit 
Fee Schedule for more information.  

For planned Commercial Road Approaches, this application should be done noting that the sizing and placement of 
the approach may change if a Traffic Impact Analysis is necessary.  

Planned Temporary Construction Road Approaches are not a primary legal access for the site and are not considered 
as a part of this permit. They are also a separate Road Approach permit.  

Permit Number: _____________________ 
LDR REVIEW: ________________________ 
Date Submitted: _____________________ 
Permit Technician: ___________________ 



 

Acknowledgement and Permission to Enter: 

I hereby represent that I own the land adjoining the proposed approach location authorized by this permit, and/or 
have the legal right or will obtain the right to cross the same prior to being able to finalize any Road Approach Permit. 
If I am unable to obtain the legal right to utilize the access in question, the County shall be indemnified and held 
harmless from any and all claims arising out of such failure to obtain.  

I affirm that all answers, statements, and information submitted with this application are true, accurate, and complete 
to the best of my knowledge. I affirm that I am the owner of the subject property in question. If agent, professional, 
and/or other form of representative to the owner, I am duly authorized by the owner to act in respect to this 
application.  

I acknowledge that the LDR APPROACH LOCATION VERIFICATION PERMIT does not guarantee the issuance of any 
other county permits. 

I acknowledge that the application must be completed prior to the issuance of a Preliminary Plat.  

 

Signature: __________________________     Date_____________________ 

           Owner        Authorized Agent 

 

 

 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY:  

Public Works StaƯ: 

Approximate Location From Nearest Intersection: 
_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Additional Notes: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Area Supervisor: 

Maintenance Area: _______   

Area Supervisor: ________________ 

Inspected By: __________________ Date: ___________________ 

      Approved         Denied 

Milepost: ___________________ 

Road Log: __________________ 

Speed Limit: ________________ 



 

LDR APPROACH LOCATION VERIFICATION HANDOUT 

The Approach Location Verification Permit is to help the owner determine the probable legal access for 
land divisions associated with the LDR process in Lewis County. There are several considerations when 
determining where to place your access including safety, county code requirements, feasibility, etc.  

General County Code Considerations: 

Lewis County Code 12.60 covers the overarching information relating to Driveways (commercial and 
otherwise), Private Roads, and County Roads. For more specific information please see Article III and 
Article VI of the said section. Regarding the specifics of access placement:  

1. Driveways and Private Roads are limited to one access per parcel. If multiple accesses are 
necessary, it will be at the approval of the County Engineer. (LCC 12.60.280 (7)) 

2. Commercial and public road approaches are governed under 12.60.290 of the Lewis County 
Code. Please note that the accesses may require a Traffic Impact Analysis as indicated in 
12.60.290 (2). Traffic Impact Analysis is covered under 12.60 Article IV.  

3. Joint use driveways and private roads are encouraged as required by the County Engineer. (LCC 
12.60.280 (5)) 

4. The County Engineer reserves the right by law to designate the location, of the road approach 
and the associated design factors as necessary. (LCC 12.60.280 (3)) 

5. Driveway locations and sizing are to take into consideration that vehicles shouldn’t be parked in 
the county Right of Way.  

6. If an existing access is being used but the use of the access is being modified from existing, it is 
at the discretion of the County Engineer 

Safety: 

Driveways, Private Roads, Public Road connections and other connections to the county road are all 
considered new intersections to the existing county road system. When accounting for the placement of 
an access, the County has to account for different factors along the county roadway to provide for a safe 
corridor. The WSDOT DESIGN Manual page 1300-3 (M 22-01.23 | September 2024 | 
https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/all-manuals-and-standards/manuals/design-manual) 
indicates many considerations that may be necessary for a new intersection to the roadway. This is not 
an all-inclusive list but provides a good indication of items that shall be addressed.  

The consideration of the different conflicting elements shown above are on a case-by-case basis and are 
not to be considered as an all-inclusive list. However, for typical access to the county road, the minimum 
considerations per code will need to be considered. 

Typical Considerations: 

1. Access Spacing 

Access spacing (or the location of the driveway) is indicated in county code per 12.60.650 of the county 
code. To provide a more helpful guideline to the applicant the County Engineer is encouraging the use of 
the following excerpts from the Iowa SUDAS Design Manual: 

 

 

 



 

a. Reducing Conflict points: 

 
b. Limiting the Number of Driveways 

 

c. General Access Spacing 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2. Sight Distance.  

When it comes to vertical and horizontal curves the placement of the driveway should be done to 
optimize the ability to see what’s coming for all drivers involved. The County Provides several options for 
obtaining compliance with Site Distance Requirements per 12.60.260 of the Lewis County code including 
WSDOT and AASHTO guidelines. Sight Distance calculations are dependent on several variables but most 
notably the road speed, obstacles to the line of sight, the number of lanes, horizontal and vertical 
alignment. For general driveway and Private Road accesses the following is an acceptable method for site 
distances: 

 

a. Vertical and Horizontal Curves (stopping sight distance) 

If your driveway is in a vertical or horizontal curve (See examples below) it can add an additional level of 
complication by hindering the ability for the driver to obtain the optimal sight distance. The best option is 
to try to relocate or to obtain a joint driveway through an easement with a neighboring parcel that does 
have adequate sight distance. If neither option is possible, the next best option is to mitigate the 
potential issues.  

Stopping site distance of an oncoming driver should be considered. Stopping Sight Distance is determined 
by AASHTO Guidelines.  



 

 

b. Angle of intersection 

The desirable intersection angle is always a 90-degree angle as it provides the highest degree of safety in 
turning onto the county road. County Standard Plan 3-4 allows for a deviation up to 75 to 105 degrees.  

 

c. Driveway landing.  

Please see Lewis County standard plan 3-3, 3-4 and 12.60.320 for more information.  

 
 
 
 



 

3. Access Use 

The intent of the access may also determine the final placement and the type of access to be used. The 
intended use of the access needs to be declared in the submittal to determine any special considerations.  

4. Road Width 

Road width is considered when addressing the allowable width of the access per Lewis County Standard 
Plan 3-3.  

5. Functional Classification 

Per 12.60.280(9) driveways and private roadways are limited to accessing the lower classified roadway 
when there is the option to do so. The only exception to this case is if there is no other option than to 
access the higher classified roadway. These exceptions are based on the review and approval of the 
County Engineer or their approved representative. Functional classification can be found through 
WSDOT’s Functional Classification GIS Map.  

https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/data/tools/geoportal/?config=FunctionalClass 

6. Conflicting County Facilities 

It is important to note that at times that the ideal placement of a access may conflict with an existing 
structure or utility in the county ROW. Shifting of an existing structure such as a building, guardrail, etc. 
will require coordination with the county.  

Questions: 

For all questions please contact the Lewis County Public Works Office by phone at (360) 740-1123, or 
email the Lewis County Development Team @ LCengdevelopment@lewiscountywa.gov.  

Typical Vicinity Map: 

1. How to Put Together a Vicinity Map Using the County Website 

The Lewis County Web Map (https://gis.lewiscountywa.gov/webmap/) can be used to create a vicinity 
map to attach for the permit in question. An example is shown below.  

The Roads, Parcel Numbers, and Parcels layers can be turned on by selecting  in the top right. The 
roads layer can be selected under the Parcels & Base Layers tab.  

The current satellite imagery can be selected by choosing the  icon in the top right.  

To insert the indicating arrow select the  icon followed by  icon. And the with the color. If 
an error was made the undo button can be selected.  

To print the map select the  icon and  and print. Prior to printing select the parcel to have it 
highlighted during the printing process. Please note that the map printed will scale with the extent of the 
zoom of the map.  



 

 



 

County Rural Standard Plans: - (For Urban STD Plans Please see 12.60 of the Lewis County Code) 
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