. 125 NW Chehalis Avenue
Communzty Development Chehalis WA 98532

The Lewis County Code proposed amendments are presented with development regulations on
the odd pages, edits shown in underline for text to be added and strike-through for text to be
removed, and commentary on even pages. Complete new chapters are not underlined for ease
of reading. Commentary is an explanation of the code amendments and serves as legislative
intent. Commentary is not required for every proposed code amendment.

Public comments may be provided on both the development regulations and the commentary;
however, the development regulations are what will be adopted and will apply to new
development in Lewis County.

Public comments may be provided when the record is open. The record is open when a public
hearing on the development regulations are noticed in the newspaper. To receive the notices
directly, please subscribe to the Lewis County Planning Announcements.

Question should be directed to Mindy Brooks at mindy.brooks@lewiscountywa.gov or 360-740-
2610.

Project webpage: lewiscountywa.gov/departments/community-development/comprehensive-
plan-and-development-regulation-amendments/comprehensive-plan-periodic-update/
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LEWIS COUNTY CODE 17.30 Resource Lands.
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Chapter 17.30
RESOURCE LANDS

Sections:
Article I. General Provisions

17.30.010 Authority and title.
17.30.020 Purpose.
17.30.030 Policy.

17.30.040 Interpretation.
17.30.050 Duration.
17.30.060 Judicial review.

Article Il. Reserved
Article lll. General Requirements

17.30.290 Applicability.

17.30.300 Relationship to other regulations.

17.30.310 Exemptions.

17.30.360 Nonconforming activities.

17.30.370 Notification of proximity to natural resource lands - Conflict mitigation.
17.30.380 Nonregulatory incentives.

17.30.390 SEPA.

17.30.400 Judicial or legislative modification.

17.30.410 Cost recovery.

Article IV. Forest Resource Lands

17.30.420 Classification.

17.30.430 Designation.

17.30.440 Uses Purpose.

17.30.450 Primary Permitted uses.

17.30.490 Maximum density and minimum lot area.

17.30.500 Setbacks.

17.30.510 Water supply.

17.30.520 Access.

17.30.530 Surveys.

17.30.560 Process for petitioning for designation as a forest land of local importance (“opt-in").
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Article V. Agricultural Resource Lands

17.30.570 Farmland of local importance.
17.30.580 Maps and inventory.

17.30.590 Use exceptions in ARL.

17.30.600 Relief from errors in ARL designation.
17.30.605 Uses Purpose.

17.30.610 Primary Permitted uses.

3060 ) " I 'gl . | ¥ .
17.30.650 Maximum density and minimum lot area.
17.30.660 Setbacks.
17.30.670 Process for petitioning for designation as a farmland of local importance (“opt-in").
17.30.680 Nonregulatory incentives.

Article VI. Mineral Resource Lands

17.30.720 Classification.

17.30.730 Designation.

17.30.740 Maps and inventory.

17.30.750 Primary Permitted uses.

17.30.790 Standards for existing permits.

17.30.800 Lot size/density.

17.30.810 Setbacks - Buffers.

17.30.820 Preferential right to manage resources - Right to mine.

17.30.850 Process for petitioning for designation as a mineral resource land (“opt-in”).
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Article 1. General Provisions
[No Change]
Article Il. Reserved
[No Change]
Article lll. General Requirements
17.30.290 Applicability.
[No Change]
17.30.300 Relationship to other regulations.
[No Change]
17.30.310 Exemptions.

The following activities shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter:

(1) Existing and ongoing agricultural activities may persist enlands-designated-asresourcelands
thactive d i i ifiad in this cl :

(2) Normal and routine maintenance and operation of existing irrigation and drainage ditches,
grass-lined swales, canals, detention facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, landscape
amenities, farm ponds, fish ponds, manure lagoons, and animal water ponds; provided, that
such activities do not involve conversion of any resource lands to other than resource land
uses;

(3) Maintenance, operation, repair, or replacement of utility facilities and associated rights-of-way,
including but not limited to reasonable access roads, and construction of utility facilities
reasonably necessary;

4) Passive recreational uses, sport fishing or hunting, scientific or educational review, or similar
minimal-impact, nondevelopment activities;

(5) Site investigative work required by a city, county, state, or federal agency in conjunction with
the preparation of a land use application submittal such as surveys, soil logs, percolation tests,
and other related activities. In any such activity, resource lands are avoided where possible and
minimized where necessary, and disbursed to the extent possible;
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Maintenance, operation, reconstruction of or addition to existing roads, streets, and driveways;
provided, that reconstruction of any such facilities does not extend outside the previously
disturbed area;

Any projects currently under review and “vested” as that term is used in RCW 19.27.095 and
58.17.033 by local, state, or federal agencies prior to official adoption of the ordinance codified
in this chapter are exempt from this chapter and will be grandfathered under previous resource
lands protection measures; provided, however, “vested properties” shall include any property
acquired for development purposes where the following qualifications have been met: (a) the
purchase includes lands designated as resource lands pursuant to this chapter; (b) the
purchaser can demonstrate through some objective means that the property was acquired for
present development purposes (e.g., more than generalized intent, such as a feasibility study,
nature of purchaser’s business, or other facts or data); and (c) the earnest money agreement is
complete and binding on both parties within 90 days prior to the effective date of the
ordinance codified in this chapter; and provided further, such additional vested rights shall be
in effect only for the subdivision of such property in fact completed (final plat recorded) within
18 months of the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter.

17.30.360 Nonconforming activities.

An established use or existing structure that was lawfully permitted prior to adoption of the ordinance
codified in this chapter, but which is not in compliance with this chapter, shall be processed under this
section and not under Chapter 17.155 LCC. The nonconforming activity may continue subject to the
following:

(M

)

3)

Nonconforming uses shall not be expanded or changed in any way that increases the
nonconformity without a permit reviewed as a Type Ill application per Chapter 17.05 LCC or
other approval issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter;

Existing structures shall not be expanded or altered in any manner which will increase the
nonconformity without a permit reviewed as a Type Ill application per Chapter 17.05 LCC or
other approval issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, except single-family dwellings
and accessory structures may be expanded or altered as follows: reconstruction, remodeling, or
maintenance of one-family dwellings and accessory structures existing on the effective date of
the ordinance codified in this chapter shall be allowed; provided, that a one-time only
expansion of the building footprint does not increase that footprint by more than 25 percent;

Activities or Uses Which Are Abandoned. A use discontinued for 60 months shall be presumed
abandoned, but such presumption may be rebutted. An abandoned use or structure is allowed
to resume only if in compliance with this chapter; and
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Nonconforming structures destroyed by fire, explosion, or other casualty may be replaced or

restored if reconstruction of the same facility is commenced within two years of such damage.

The reconstruction or restoration shall not serve to expand, enlarge, or increase the extent of

the nonconformity.

17.30.370 Notification of proximity to natural resource lands — Conflict mitigation.
[No Change]
17.30.380 Nonregulatory incentives.
[No Change]
17.30.390 SEPA.
[No Change]
17.30.400 Judicial or legislative modification.
[No Change]
17.30.410 Cost recovery.
[No Change]
Article IV. Fores Resource Land
17.30.420 Classification.
[No Change]
17.30.430 Designation.
[No Change]
17.30.440 Uses Purpose.
[No Change]
17-30.450—Primary Permitted Uses.

See 17.42, Table 2, Land Use Summary.
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17.30.490 Maximum density and minimum lot area.
[No Change]

17.30.500 Setbacks.

[No Change]

17.30.510 Water supply.

[No Change]

17.30.520 Access.

[No Change]

17.30.530 Surveys.

[No Change]

17.30.560 Process for petitioning for designation as a forest land of local importance (“opt-in”).

[No Change]
Article V. Agricultural Resources Lands

17.30.570 Farmland of local importance.
[No Change]
17.30.580 Maps and inventory.

[No Change]

17.30.590 Use exceptions in ARL.
[No Change]
17.30.600 Relief from errors in ARL designation.

[No Change]
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The Land use Summary Table in LCC 17.42 includes all primary and accessory uses
allowed in the ARL zone; therefore 17.30.610 and .620 are redundant and removed.
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17.30.605 Uses Purpose.

The intent and purpose of this section is to maintain and enhance resource-based industries,
encourage the conservation of agricultural lands, and discourage incompatible uses. All primary and
accessory uses shall be entitled to protection under the protective provisions of Chapter 17.40 LCC.

17-30-610-Primary Permitted uses.

See 17.42, Table 2, Land Use Summary.
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17.30.650 Maximum density and minimum lot area.

[No Change]

17.30.660 Setbacks.

[No Change]

17.30.670 Process for petitioning for designation as a farmland of local importance (“opt-in”).
[No Change]

17.30.680 Nonregulatory incentives.

[No Change]
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Article VI. Mineral Resource Lands
17.30.720 Classification.
[No Change]
17.30.730 Designation.
[No Change]
17.30.740 Maps and inventory.
[No Change]
17.30.750 Primary Permitted uses.

See 17.42, Table 2, Land Use Summary LCC.
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17.30.790 Standards for existing permits.

[No Change]

17.30.800 Lot size/density.

[No Change]

17.30.810 Setbacks - Buffers.

[No Change]

17.30.820 Preferential right to manage resources - Right to mine.

[No Change]

17.30.850 Process for petitioning for designation as a mineral resource land (“opt-in”).

[No Change]
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