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On February 3, staff provided a memo to the Lewis County Planning Commission with 
recommendations of the Public Benefits Rating System Committee.  The memo included two 
attachments: PBRS Point Totals and an Open Space Taxation Act summary.  The Planning Commission 
was asked to provide questions to staff by 5:00pm on February 7. This memo is a response to the 
questions received. 
 
Question 1 – Page 2 of the summary, 6.a, please clarify the land classification threshold. 
This section refers to incidental use.  It should read 20% of the land. For example, if someone has 20 
acres of land classified as Agricultural Resource Land (ARL) and 2 acres of this land is a staging area for 
equipment, storage, or other uses, those would be incidental and take up less than 20% of the land. 
This can also refer to a creek buffer; but is limited to a percentage of the total land.  
 
Question 2 – Page 6 of the summary, please explain the 7 years of additional tax and interest. 
The 7 years is a compensating tax. When a parcel has land in the program, the land has both a market 
land value and a lower (usually) taxable value based on being in the program. The reduced value is 
based on continuing in the program. If land is removed from the program, the difference in taxes 
between the lower tax value and the market value is to be paid for the last seven years as part of the 
removal process. If someone sells property that is in program, the new owner must either sign on to 
continue in the program, or the compensating tax must be paid to transfer the property.  
 
Question 3 – What are the rating factors used to determine the point totals? 
Attached, please find the qualifying criteria and scoring sheet. 
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