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Agenda

• Why do we need a Land Capacity Analysis?
• How we do the Land Capacity Analysis.
• Preliminary Results of Land Capacity Analysis

May 28, 2024
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Why do we need LCA?

Lewis County Planning Commission - Public Hearing 3

• Counties and cities must demonstrate that we have 
enough land that is zone to accommodate the next 20-
years of population growth

• Accommodate means housing and jobs, plus the 
infrastructure and services needed
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Why do we need LCA?
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RCW 36.70a.110
Based upon the growth management 
population projection made for the county by 
the office of financial management, the county 
and each city within the county shall include 
areas and densities sufficient to permit the 
urban growth that is projected to occur in the 
county or city for the succeeding twenty-year 
period
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Why do we need LCA?
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RCW 36.70a.120
provide sufficient capacity of land suitable for 
development within their jurisdictions to 
accommodate their allocated housing and 
employment growth

RCW 36.70a.020
Plan for and accommodated housing affordable 
to all economic segments of the population
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Why do we need LCA?
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Why do we need LCA?
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How we do the Land Capacity Analysis.

Lewis County Planning Commission - Workshop 8

Steps
1. Acres of each zone
2. Apply density assumptions
3. Identify vacant, partially vacant and 

underutilized
4. Deduct critical areas
5. Deduct future public uses (e.g., parks)
6. Deduct future infrastructure (e.g., streets)
7. Apply a market factor
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How we do the Land Capacity Analysis.
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How we do the Land Capacity Analysis.
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How we do the Land Capacity Analysis.
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How we do the Land Capacity Analysis.
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Other Assumptions
• Some of the developable land also needs 

streets, parking, etc.
• There will be open space requirements.
• There may be other dedicated uses – sewer 

pump station, etc.
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How we do the Land Capacity Analysis.

Lewis County Planning Commission - Workshop 13

Steps
1. Acres of each zone
2. Apply density assumptions
3. Identify vacant, partially vacant and 

underutilized
4. Deduct critical areas
5. Deduct future public uses (e.g., parks)
6. Deduct future infrastructure (e.g., streets)
7. Apply a market factor
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Preliminary Results

Lewis County Planning Commission - Public Hearing 14

Chehalis
• Pop allocation = 23,000
• Pop capacity = 11,310*

Toledo
• Pop allocation = 2,537
• Pop capacity = 3,837

Winlock
• Pop allocation = 4,756
• Pop capacity = 8,436
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