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Lewis County resident receives treatment after encounter with rabid bat 
Chehalis, WA – A Lewis County resident is receiving treatment to prevent rabies infection after exposure to a bat which tested positive for the disease.  Lewis County Public Health & Social Services received notification of the test result on Friday, July 22.  This is the first rabid bat found in the county since 2011.  Health privacy rules prohibit the county from releasing the age or gender of the exposed person, or the location of the incident.  The patient is expected to be fine.

Bats are the most common carrier of rabies in Washington but only a small percentage of them carry the disease.  The Washington Department of Health estimates fewer than 1 in 100 bats are infected. 

To reduce your risk of exposure to rabies:

· Do not handle bats, and teach your children not to handle bats.

· Bat proof your house.
· Install window screens and chimney caps.
· Caulk any openings larger than a quarter inch by a half inch.

· Use draft guards beneath attic doors.
· Keep vaccinations current for dogs, cats, and ferrets.  

Many people do not know how to respond when someone gets bitten by an animal. Lewis County Public Health and Social Services Health Officer, Dr. Rachel Wood, shares some helpful advice “No matter what, if you are bitten, wash the wound thoroughly with soap and water. If you have not had a tetanus shot in the last 5 years, see your doctor for a booster.”  

If the bat can be safely caught without exposing anyone else:
· The animal may be euthanized immediately – do not destroy or damage the head, and do not freeze the animal
· Call Lewis County Public Health & Social Services (360-740-1222) to have the bat sent for rabies testing
· The bite victim will be notified of the rabies test results as soon as they are available.
· If it is not possible to test the bat, call your medical provider or local health department. 
Dr. Wood concludes, “Remember, rabies in humans is 100% preventable through prompt, appropriate medical care.  Talk with your medical provider for more information and make sure your pets are up-to-date on their rabies vaccinations.”
For more rabies information, visit the Washington State Department of Health at: http://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/IllnessandDisease/Rabies
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