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Lewis County food worker did not have hepatitis A
Chehalis, WA – After further testing, Lewis County Public Health & Social Services (LCPHSS) announced today that the positive hepatitis A test reported in a food worker at Shop’n Kart last week was a false positive. Lewis County Health Officer Dr. Rachel Wood says “At this point I am certain that the food worker did not have an acute hepatitis A infection and was not infectious when they worked at the bakery”.

Test results last week showing that the employee was infected prompted the department to issue a public notice to protect the health of anyone who had recently eaten items from the bakery.  LCPHSS is mandated by law to protect the public’s health and prevent the spread of infectious diseases.  After notification of a positive test for acute hepatitis A in a food worker, LCPHSS acted to prevent the spread of the virus by recommending hepatitis A vaccination for those who were thought to have been exposed.

LCPHSS greatly appreciates the immediate actions taken by Shop’n Kart to protect the health of their employees and customers.  Shop’n Kart management went above and beyond the recommendations from LCPHSS including disposing of any and all potentially contaminated products. They also acted promptly to thoroughly disinfect their establishment.  LCPHSS is grateful for Shop’n Kart’s strong commitment to protecting the public’s health.
###

[image: image1]