STAFF REPORT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: SUMMARY OF PUBLIC OUTREACH

Date: June 10, 2016

To: Lewis County Planning Commission

From: Fred Evander, Senior Long Range Planner, Lewis County

RE: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: SUMMARY OF PUBLIC OUTREACH TO DATE

Attachments: Responses based on Group Discussions during Outreach (10 Pages)

Lewis County Comprehensive Plan Survey Responses (1 Page)

Attached please find two documents that summarize the responses from the public outreach for the
Comprehensive Plan to date.

e The first document, Responses based on Group Discussions during Outreach, represents thoughts
from discussions held with groups throughout the County. Responses were recorded based on notes
from the discussion and not from individual surveys.

e The second document, Lewis County Comprehensive Plan Survey Responses, captures key
thoughts/words that were captured on individual surveys. Every time a survey response noted a
particular keyword, it was counted on the document.

These documents are meant to provide the Planning Commission with information about the public outreach
to support a discussion about the next steps of the Comprehensive Plan update.
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RESPONSES BASED ON GROUP DISCUSSIONS DURING OUTREACH

QUESTION 1: WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT LEWIS COUNTY?

Destination Packwood

Slower pace

Isolation

Beauty

Being away from the city (including Centralia and Chehalis)

Not many places like Packwood — it’s beautiful and getting ready to grow (Summit County,
Colorado)

Proximity to mountains

Surrounded by federal lands - Growth potential limited by forest

Packwood Senior Center

Country

Small towns

Need sewers in main part of town

Hiking, spent a lot of time hiking on local trails
Small communities (easier to make friends)

Sense of community

Beauty

Weather

Small/quaint

No stop lights

Library

Destination Packwood

Historical society (Open Thursday through Sunday in the summer)
Fair amount of construction occurring (some jobs)

Winlock Lions

Smaller community

Hiking, outdoors

Country

History, small historic communities
Volunteer efforts make a difference
Friendly people

Schools

Winlock Senior Center

Sports fields for youth in Centralia/Chehalis



People/community
Train sounds

Lack of traffic

Cool old buildings
Lakes, open space
Friendly people
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Churches help out. Generous community. Though it is low-income, there is no reason for

anyone to go hungry
Like details in community (plaques and eggs)

Morton High School

Close knit-community

People support each other/local businesses
Beautiful

Lakes

Morton safer than other cities
Good relationships

Know more people

Safety

Wildlife

Sports

Swimming at the river

Hiking

Friendly

Centralia College

Festivals in small towns

Cool activities/events (trout fishing at Borst Park)
Sense of community

Rivers

Hiking

White Pass

Exploring nature

Going to movies

Fourth of July in PeEll

Lots of land/privacy

Essentials and entertainment close, even though it is rural

Location (Convenient to Amtrak, I-5), centrally located between Portland and Seattle

Diversity of landscapes, cultures, small communities
Cleaner air (than other places)

Close knit

Small communities

Smaller population
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e (Centralia and Chehalis are small business supported/oriented
e Qutdoors

e Restoration of old buildings

e laid back fun vibe in downtown Centralia

e Natural resources (good hunting)

® Friendly people

¢ Community beautification

e Pretty drive to school

e (Centralia/Chehalis - Nice step up in size from smaller towns

Olympia Master Builders

e Not Thurston County

® Location

® Good people

e |ogistically next place for development
e Conservative

e Cooperative (between agencies)

e Short commute time

e Better permitting environment/good permitting
e Rural lands

® Charm —area hasn't changed

e Downtowns nicely done

Adna Grange

e Taxes are pretty low

® They leave you be on the land
e Beautiful

e Rural lands are an asset

e Conservative county

® Good road maintenance

®  Good sheriff’s department

®  Good baseball

Port of Chehalis

e like living here

e Trees and mountains

* In the middle of everything from recreation standpoint (Mount Rainier and the coast, lakes,
Portland and Seattle)

e Community supports itself (invests in self and spearheads volunteer projects)

e Best of both worlds rural, but between Seattle and Portland

e Strong community. Don't depend on others. Take care of ourselves
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QUESTION 2: WHAT WOULD YOU CHANGE?

Destination Packwood

People don't quite understand East Lewis County

Would like a UGA

More services and business types - a bakery, floral/gift shop

Would like a lifestyle that we can bring kids home to

More jobs. Packwood lost 360 jobs lost in 1996

Want sewer

Want superior internet (High Valley and Timberline have no 4G)

Want airport

Rivers creating havoc - something needs to be done

Want professional base in Packwood (used to have pharmacy, doctor, elementary school, and
more forest service jobs)

Would like county to understand how important Packwood is

Need sewer - town needs it and young people who will move in need it

Would like flashing elk signs

Would like slower speeds through town

Want to see repaved gutters through town

Want to see less dependence on tourism for the health of the community's economy

Packwood Senior Lunch

More restaurants. Packwood is a tourist town with only two restaurants and it is hard to handle
the visitors

Would like more goods and services nearby. The nearest medical/dental is in Randle and major
shopping is a 75-mile drive (to Puyallup, Yakima, or Chehalis). The closest bank and pharmacy is
in Morton (34 miles away)

River causes problems. Takes some homes in outlying areas

Transit is available, but sometimes it is too expensive for people that need to ride

Winlock Lions

Would like more jobs

More support to smaller communities

Would like to have crime go down - be tougher on crime

Additional beautification

Improved infrastructure (roads without potholes, sidewalks, crosswalks)
More activities for seniors and kids

Winlock Senior Center

Would prefer having septic systems rather than centralized wastewater treatment
Would like less train traffic

More emphasis on the quality of life in the small towns

Would like to be a thriving historic small town
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®  More businesses

* More affordable business space - utility cost makes space unaffordable

e Lower utility costs in Winlock - unaffordable for young folks/elderly

e Would like more accessible spaces - buildings/businesses/open spaces are grandfathered to not
be accessible under the ADA

® Want more businesses

®  More activities. There is nothing to do and people fill void with drugs

Morton High School

® Would like more activities

® |ess tweakers that steal stuff

e Would like a recreational facility (like a YMCA)

®*  More fresh food options

o More local stores/farmers' market

e  Would like better roads

¢ Need more rail guards on roadways

*  Would like something to be done with abandoned/run-down houses
¢ Would like renovated downtown businesses

® More tourist activities

* |mproved hotel options

e Enhanced Gus Backstrom Park

e Better aesthetics in town (flowers, tress, painting businesses)

e Better 7th Street

®  More population diversity (right now only a community for old people to come retire)
e Would like to keep Twin Star Credit Union

Centralia College

®  Would like more hunting places, and don’t make people buy permits

e Improve Winlock (too much turnover in stores, community is broke, there are bad roads, and
there has been deficiencies in the government)

e Would like thriving small towns

®  Fuller buildings in communities

e Better paying jobs (only minimum wage jobs right now)

®*  More jobs opportunities

e Reduced utility and water costs

® FEasier access to mental health care

¢ More public transportation

e Would like some alternative to deal with the commute north

*  Would like better long-term support of non-profit programs/educational programs/programs
for students

e Better education

e Would like to deal with the drug issue - would address a number of fundamental problems

e "Good place to grow up but get stuck here"
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® Internet service stinks

e Would like more opportunity - going to leave area and follow a job

® Don't feel safe at night, particularly in Centralia/Chehalis

® More arts

e  More things to do

e More community opportunities/events

® Less chlorine in the water in Centralia

®  More advertisement of current activities and events in communities

e Would like to stop allowing new construction in floodplains

e Would like to Improve the quality of runoff

* Make Centralia College a university

®  Would like bus service to the Veteran's museum

® More lighting/roadway markings on rural roads (particularly to Onalaska) - hard to see in dark
and rain

e Would like to see Schaefer Park get more use

e Would like to see lakes be less gross (Swofford Pond, Mayfield Lake)

e Would like better roads (particularly National)

Olympia Master Builders

®  Would like more jobs

®  More vocational training

e Would like it to be easier to find employees

e Would like to see more lands opened for business

e Would like to flood-proof Lewis County

® Have permitting be easier. It has improved but there are still some silly permitting things that
could be easier with the use of electronics

¢ Would like more areas to grow for both commercial and residential

® Less big box stores. Big box stores force mom and pops out of business

e Additional development opportunities (at I-5 and US 12, Winlock area, and Rush Road)

Adna Grange

e Used to be quiet

e Would like less people

¢ Want businesses but no more people

e  Would be good to have Costco closer

¢  Would change Group B community well tax - $65 a year

®  Flooding

® Don't like Adna schools raising taxes

e Don't like chip sealed roads

* Boistfort water is expensive - $70 base rate

® Want less Scotch Broom and Tansy Ragwort - County used to cite people
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Port of Chehalis

Would like sustainable family-wage jobs

Want to change the perception/reality that if you want to be/do something, you have to leave
Need to break cycle of despair, need attitude of hope

Wish kids didn't have to leave to find work

Want it easier for people who stay in Lewis County to stay in a middle class environment
Change perception of county (including flooding, lack of amenities, etc.)

Improve connection between schools, college, ports, and industry

QUESTION 3: WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR LEWIS COUNTY IN THE FUTURE?

Destination Packwood

Want to be unique

Don't need to be large to be great

Need infrastructure

Want people to live here and have a decent lifestyle

Want to have services that people need and want

More support to individuals/communities to bring in potential business. More solid support for
small communities (help identify opportunities, steps to take, and road blocks)

Would like to direct change (area will have tourism, but want year round jobs. Small and
medium employers are okay)

Want professional base in Packwood

Would like less fluctuation in business environment (businesses currently come and go in waves)
Want a functioning community

Want adequate water, sewer and transportation (essential services for people that live here and
want to live here)

Want to see a healthy Packwood that benefits the entire County

Want to see little victories

Want to have US 12 travel through town (not be moved to another location)

Packwood Senior Lunch

Want to enjoy what we enjoy

Don't tell anybody about the quality of living here

Want the town to be like the mill heyday of 20 years ago (more businesses/activities)
More employment opportunities

More family wage jobs

Would like to be able to keep youth here

Lots of retirees and vacationers. Would like a more diverse population

Would like a car wash, laundromat

Want more services for homeless/low-income (lots of homeless especially in the summer)
Would like Packwood to be better tied to existing services
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e Hard for limited mobility seniors to get to appointments (Catholic Community Services will give
ride for people going outside of Lewis County, but not for someone traveling from Packwood to
Morton)

e Would like a care facility for seniors/more senior housing

e Would like transportation to provide a link between Packwood and Yakima (sometimes people
end up in Packwood thinking that they can get to Yakima)

e Would like more warnings about elk (there are a lot of elk)

Winlock Lions

® Want more historic interpretive opportunities

® Want more jobs

e Would like development of the Benaroya site

¢ Want more developable land in the rural areas (5 acre sites)

e Improved vitality in Winlock (especially in downtown)

¢ Want healthy schools

® |esstrain traffic

* Improved pedestrian crossings across the train tracks (skywalks)

e Want public transportation in Winlock/Vader

e Would like enhanced entrances to the cities as part of infrastructure projects (Highway 603)

Winlock Senior Lunch

e Would like a bus in Winlock

e Want a train stop in Winlock

¢ Want thriving small towns

®  More businesses

*  More opportunities for teens

¢ Something to do in the evenings

e Want Winco/Costco

¢ |mproved quality of schools

e Would like a trade school

e Would like to maintain the sense of community

*  Want to maintain the small communities like Winlock as places that show what communities
used to be like

Morton High School

e Still want to be rednecks

* Want nature to continue to be a key part of the character of the area

® No sprawl

® Want population growth, while keeping the small town feel

e Would like to keep tourists in town

e Want more growth in Morton (to fill classrooms and have full class sizes/more electives)

¢ Want additional businesses (bakery, pet café, marijuana, laundromat, outdoor sport rental shop
with dirt bikes, quads, skis, etc.)
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Would like a farmers' market

Want more free events like outdoor movies

Fix skate ramps

More nice sit down restaurants

More job training programs (New Market Skills Center is far away. Travel to the Pierce County
skills center has to cross the "divide")

Would like improved cell phone service

Want more stuff for young families (little incentive for middle age people to live here)

Centralia College

Would like an Improved education system (i.e. include classes beyond just what students need
and focus more on students that are doing well, rather than students that are underperforming)
More nursing/retirement homes (existing homes are expensive, and having more would help
bring the cost down). Consider having more family homes and starting an adopt-a-grandma
program

More small businesses/stores

Want to be a model for the state in conservation and sustainability (land management, energy,
etc.)

Want better paying jobs

Local production of food, and labeling of local food

Want to use the resources that we have more efficiently. Want to improve what we have
Want to be a safe place to live

Have more youth programs to keep kids occupied/off streets

Medical and mental health treatment is an issue

Want more job opportunities

Would like more things to do. We only hang out at Rock and Bowl and Walmart

Want ATVs at parks and trails

Would like it to be more bike friendly

Keep population lower

Have more community events to promote agriculture

Have more community-based projects in schools

Want garbage cans along the Willapa Hills Trail, particularly at access points to the rivers along
the trail

Want more voice in laws passed for the state

Olympia Master Builders

I-5 will dictate growth

Most development will occur within 15 minutes of I-5. Retired people will continue to locate off
the road

Want to flood-proof Lewis County (flood is a time bomb and scares people about building and
buying)

Want to make rural lands (off I-5) appealing

Would like industry and jobs
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Want trained workers

Need affordable housing

Want to have development sites ready

Want better wages. Laborers drive the economy and currently don't make squat

Would like to have livable wages

Would like to potentially reduce building permit fees (fees price people out of market)
Want more jobs

Would like improved customer service. Applicants should feel like you are on their side and
process should be about what you can do and not what you can't do. Have people feel like you
are helping

Need more proactivity with legislature. Lobbyists get stuff done

Adna Grange

Maintain the county we have

We have no problem with industry, we have a problem with development
Have an obligation to preserve land for future generations

Would like flood control - dredge the Chehalis

Would like a Costco

Want decent restaurants (steak house, italian, Cracker Barrel). No more Mexican or burger
joints

Would like something to be done about abandoned and vacant buildings

Help Winlock's water system/development

Would like to improve the new I-5 off ramps

Enforce trash and litter laws

Want to diversify the employment base (largest employer around is the state)
Keep urban sprawl down - we used to live in Roy

Port of Chehalis

Make community more livable
Grow with balance. Maintain the character of the area as growth occurs
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LEWIS COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SURVEY RESPONSES

QUESTION 1: WHAT DO YOU LIKE

ABOUT LEWIS COUNTY?

Keyword Number of Times Used
Location 9
Quiet 8
Private/Privacy 6
Small 69
-Small Town 29
-Small Community 15
Community 36
Friendly 19
Support 5
Family/ Like Family 5
Pace 5
People 36
Rural 30
Country 12
Landscape 2
Nature 8
Green 5
Farms 11
Agriculture 4
Trees 10
Forest 9
Mountains 8
Outdoors 3
Wildlife

Beauty/Beautiful 13
Scenery 6
River 9
Stream 2
Water 4
Parks 8
Population/Populated 6
Library/Libraries 6
School/Schools 12
Cheap 1
Affordable 2
Cost of Living 2
Heritage 2
History 5
old 4
Business 9
Variety 4
Diversity 4
Conservative 5
Government 3
Tax/Tax Rate 4
Fresh air 2
Clean 3
Crime/ Low crime 4
Everything 6

QUESTION 2: WHAT WOULD YOU CHANGE?

Keyword Number of Times Used
Jobs 32
Unemployment 4
Wage

Economy/Economics 1
Drug/Drugs 25
Activity/Activities 17
Options 3
Events 6
Things to Do 13
Industry 4
Business 12
School/Schools 12
Education 2
Government 4
Roads 18
Streets 4
Public Transportation 9
Floods/Flooding 7
Pool 4
Tax/Tax Rates 6
Rules 3
Clean/Clean-up 8
Utilities 3
Crime 3
Homelessness 2
Poverty 2
Food 5
Health/Healthy 5
Nothing 25

QUESTION 3: WHAT IS YOUR VISION
FOR LEWIS COUNTY IN THE FUTURE?

Keyword Number of Times Used
Jobs 36
Work 8
Employment 4
Career 2
Business 15
Store/Stores 6
Shopping/Shops 5
Drug/Drugs 12
Clean 20
Modern/Modernized 5
Look 2
Small 17
-Small town 8
Activity/Activities 7
Things to do 5
Opportunity/Opportunities 10
Choice/Choices 1
Vibrant/Vibrancy 1
Prosperity/Prosperous 6
Economy/Economic 11
Growth 7
Manufacturing 1
Safe 5
Affordable 3
Restaurant/Restaurants 4
Education 6
Academics 1
Diverse/Diversity 2
Rural 8
Natural 5
Agriculture/Agricultural 9
Farm 10
Event/Events 5
Festival/Festivals 1
Tourism/Tourists 12
Vacation 1
Peaceful 1
Involved 2
Beautiful 5
Cooperation 1
Street/Streets 3
Sidewalk/Sidewalks 1
Maintain 5
Same 11
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