From: Kenneth Adams

To: Mindy Brooks
Subject: YMCA Camp Mineral Lake
Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 12:51:27 PM

This e-mail is in regard to the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) camp being
proposed in Lewis County. As a citizen if Lewis County | ask that you reject this
proposal. The YMCA of today does not uphold or support any Christian values that
the organization was founded upon.

The YMCA was founded by George Williams in London, England on June 6, 1844.
Mr. Williams founded the YMCA for young men to escape the unhealthy social
situations in the big cities. Mr. Williams was an Evangelical and believed the YMCA
could provide Bible Study and prayer along with physical activities and job training so
young men could avoid the awful social conditions.

The organization today does not encourage any values taught in the Bible.

-[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->There have been reported incidents in YMCA locations,
where males identifying as females have entered female dressing areas and
showers. When the females reported the incidents, staff accused those women of
being bigots and “Tran’s phobia” not taking their concerns seriously.

-[if 'supportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->The YMCA actively supports Black Lives Matter (BLM)
and defunding the police.

-[if 'supportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->The YMCA supports allowing harmful puberty blocking
drugs being administered young children and forever mutilating their bodies.

-[if 'supportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]->The YMCA actively supports Critical Race Theory (CRT)
which is basically re-writing the history of the United States.

The current YMCA organization does not reflect the values of the citizens of Lewis
County.

Thank you for your time.
Ken Adams

126 Awesome Drive
Chehalis, WA 98532
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From: BOCC

To: Ann Stout

Cc: Mindy Brooks

Subject: RE: Proposed YMCA rezone

Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 8:06:51 AM
Attachments: StrategiesGoodWrittenTestimony January2023.pdf

StrategiesGoodOralTestimony January2023.pdf

Thank you for submitting your comments to the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC).

Unfortunately, since this is a quasi-judicial matter that will come before the BOCC for a decision at a
later date, the Commissioners are unable to respond.

The commissioners regret that they are unable to reply, but state law requires that they hear about
this matter only at the public meeting.

I am CCing Mindy Brooks at Community Development (mindy.brooks@lewiscountywa.gov). Mindy is
the contact for public testimony for this topic and can let you know when the record will open for
written testimony.

For information on how to participate in the public meeting, please contact Community
Development at 360-740-2677.

From: Ann Stout <anncstout@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 6:11 PM
To: BOCC <BOCC@lewiscountywa.gov>
Subject: Proposed YMCA rezone

To: Sean Swope, Lindsey Pollock, and Scott Brummer

I am writing to each of you to thank you for denying YMCA's request for rezone
for land near Mineral Lake. In today's culture the YMCA no longer stands for
the promotion, protection and provision of the nuclear family. Supporting strong
family units in Lewis County will pay off big dividends in our future.

YMCA's mission no longer represents Lewis County's families well.

You have rightly concluded their proposed land use is a bad deal for Lewis County
due to the impacts on our roads, water, and environment.

The removal of 2,100 acres of land from our tax base does not benefit the
families of Lewis County. Our emergency services are not equipped to handle
such a large development in such a remote area.

I strongly request you continue to deny this request for rezoning despite the
threat of a lawsuit. As our leaders in Lewis County we trust you and count on you
to represent us well in matters such as these. You have shown us your support
during round one.


mailto:BOCC@lewiscountywa.gov
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Strategies for Good Written Testimony

Providing good written testimony is important if you want to persuade a planning commission,
board of commissioners, city council or other formal commission to make a certain decision.

Cautions

e Don’t NIMBY —If you oppose something, try to not make it personal. Commissioners
hear "not in my backyard” all the time. If you are concerned about property value or noise
impacts, focus on the whole neighborhood or community.

e Don’t Copy - If someone sends you their letter, do not copy it verbatim. Make your letter
unique to your perspective. If the whole neighborhood wants to say exactly the same
thing, write one letter and have everyone sign it.

e Testimony is Public — Your written testimony is part of the public record and anyone can
request a copy. It will likely be posted online.

Step 1 — Know your Stuff

Make sure you know what is being proposed and why, as well as how the commission or council
will make their decision. This information should be readily available online. If you have
questions, reach out to project staff not to the commissioners.

A. Review all background materials
B. Determine what criteria the commission or council will be using to make a decision
C. Call staff if you have questions

Step 2 —Keep it Simple

Commissioners will receive a lot of testimony, and you don't want yours to get lost in the stack.
Your letter should be short (1 page is best) and to the point. All the reasons why you support or
oppose a proposal must speak to the criteria the commission or council will use to make a
decision. Propose solutions to problems when you can.

A. Start with "I support XYZ proposal” or “l oppose XYZ proposal”
B. List the decision criteria and write your rational for supporting or opposing under each
C. Be kind and respectful — commissioners are people too

Step 3 — Support your Statements

Give your because statements weight beyond just your opinion. Attach supporting materials to
your letter. You can attach photos or memos from other organizations or you can cite online
documentation. But keep in mind that commissioners have a lot to read, so keep it to the point.
They won't read a 100 page document on water quality; instead include the few pages with
relevant information highlighted. Make sure all materials are clear and legible even if printed,
scanned or posted online.
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Example Written Testimony

June 1, 2000

Dear Planning Commission,

| am writing in opposition to the proposed Big Box USA store, permit number RZ00-100. | urge
the Planning Commission to deny the requested change of zoning for the following reasons:

Transportation (County Code 12.345.67(a)(1)) — The development will have a negative impact
on traffic that cannot be mitigated at the project level. Study by ABC Consulting (Attachment
A, excerpt of transportation study) shows that the intersection of Main Street and Division
Avenue does not currently meet the County’s required level of service. Adding an estimated
1,000 trips per day, as stated by the applicant, will only exacerbate the problem. The County
should first invest in fixing the intersection to the required level of service.

Flooding (County Code 12.345.67(a)(2)) — The 100-acre property is currently undeveloped
and covered in forests (Attachment B, aerial photography). The USGS mapping (Attachment
C, soils map) shows that the soil type is very well draining. Forest canopy and well-draining
soil provide natural attenuation of rainwater. Paving over the property, as proposed by the
applicant, could create localized flooding and the current County requirements for
stormwater management are insufficient to address peak storm events. The County should
first update the rural stormwater regulations to address large scale urban development.

Neighborhood Character (County Code 12.345.67(a)(3)) — Big Box USA will fundamentally
change the character of the neighborhood and does not meet the County’'s Comprehensive
Plan policies (Attachment D, relevant policies) that require maintaining small town character
and supporting neighborhood-scale retail. Main Street from the intersection of Division
Avenue east to Maple Avenue is a retail corridor with stores averaging 7,000 square feet. Big
Box USA, at 80,000 square feet, is out of character with the scale of the neighborhood.

While not directly related to the criteria the Planning Commission will be using to make a
decision, | am also concerned about displacing wildlife. | recently walked the right-of-way along
the edge of the property and observed deer, red tailed hawks and rabbits (Attachment E,
photographs of site taken from the right-of-way). The property provides a large area for wildlife
within town and the habitat would be removed by the development.

Thank you for considering my reasons for opposing the proposal.

Sincerely,

Jane Smith
1234 E 1°* Street
Small Town, WA
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Strategies for Good Oral Testimony

Oral testimony provides an opportunity to further persuade a commission or council about a
decision they are making. Oral testimony is more personal and emotional than written
testimony.

Step 1 — Provide Good Written Testimony

Oral testimony should be viewed as supplemental to written testimony. It is not possible to cram
all of the details and rationale for your position into 3 minutes of speaking. Rely on the written
testimony to provide the full argument. See Strategies for Good Written Testimony.

Step 2 — Follow the Rules

You will be required to sign up to testify, and you will need to provide your full name for the
record. Everyone will have the same time limit, typically 3 minutes, to speak — stick to it. The
commissioners are just listening, not responding, so do not ask them direct questions.

A. Check with staff to confirm the time limit for each person testifying
B. Show up at least 15 minutes early to sign up to testify
C. Practice, practice and practice your testimony to fit in the time limit

Step 2 —Keep it Simple

You can highlight your arguments from the written testimony or you can be creative and tell the
history of the site or an experience you had related to the proposal. Script out exactly what you
plan to say to ensure you are making your point(s) well and in the time provided.

A. Start with your full name and “I support XYZ proposal” or “| oppose XYZ proposal”

B. State that you provided written testimony and include the date you sent it

C. Highlight the top three reasons you support/oppose the proposal or be creative by
sharing your own personal experience or knowledge

Step 3 — Be Courteous

More likely than not, the commissioners are all volunteers or unpaid officers and serve because
they care deeply about the community. Treat them with respect. Other testifiers may have
different opinions than you, and they deserve their time to be heard without interruption.

A. Keep all arguments on topic and related to the decision-making criteria
B. Close by thanking the commissioners for listening to your concerns/comments

C. Do not clap, boo or talk during other people’s testimony

*Note — If there are true conflicts of interest or formal disclosures that a commissioner should state,
bring those up with staff ahead of time, not during oral testimony.
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Oral Testimony as a Group

Each person providing testimony will be required to stay within a time limit, typically 3 minutes.
This makes it difficult if you have many reasons you support/oppose the proposal. One effective
strategy is to testify as a group.

How ...

1. Talk to Your Neighbors - Find a few people that agree with your position and
arguments and that are comfortable speaking in public.

2. Meet and Plan — Meet up and talk about the position and arguments. Make a list of the
main topics you want to cover in oral testimony and decide who wants to speak on each.

3. Script Your Testimony — On your own, script out what you plan to say on your topic.
Work from your written testimony (oral testimony should always be supplemental).

4. Meet and Practice — Meet up again to practice your testimony. Ask for constructive
criticism to help you hone your arguments. Practice to make sure you fit in the time limit.

5. Testify Together — Show up 15 minutes early to the hearing and sign up to testify back-
to-back. If possible, sit together in the room.

Why use this strategy: If you have five topics to cover (e.g., transportation, water quality, air
quality, noise and property values) it will be hard to cover all five thoroughly in 3 minutes. But if
each person uses 3 minutes per topic, then the whole argument gets 15 minutes of air time
before the commissioners.

Example

Jane: Transportation (3 minutes)
John: Water Quality (3 minutes)
Jim: Air Quality (3 minutes)

June: Noise (3 minutes)

Jack: Property Values (3 minutes)

What to say: "My name is Jane Smith and | along with a group of my neighbors oppose the
shopping mall proposal. | provided written testimony on June 1st and will be referencing it. | am
going to cover transportation ...."” When you say a group of my neighbors, everyone in the group
should raise their hand. Each person should reference the same group at the beginning to be
clear there are many who feel the same way.

If the hearing is online only, then say “.... | along with # of my neighbors, who will also be
testifying, oppose the shopping mall proposal...."
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Thank you for your initial stand against this intrusion. Please continue to stand
strong.

Ann Stout
360 266 7401

The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good
conscience and a sincere faith. 1 Timothy 1:5
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From: Joby Voetberg

To: Mindy Brooks

Subject: YMCA Camp at Mineral Lake

Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 8:35:20 AM
Hello,

| would like to email our county commissioners and thank them for their decision to not approve the
YMCA camp that is proposed out at Mineral Lake. | would also ask that they stand with their original
decision and not approve the YMCA camp during the upcoming appeal. | have been a life-long Lewis
County resident and | am currently raising 5 young children in the community. The YMCA has
changed over the years and no longer holds the Christian principles it once had. Their recent stance
to support and focus on gender identity, expression and sexual orientation and the LGBTQ+
community along with the goal of creating “changemakers” is alarming. These ideologies are not
something that | support nor do | want them promoted in our community to our children. |
appreciate the willingness of our board to take hard stances that go against what much of society is
pushing as acceptable. | understand this is not an easy decision, but standing up and fighting for our
children’s wellbeing and safety is something that is always worth fighting for.

Joby Voetberg
Chehalis, Washington

External Email - Remember to think before you click!
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From: Johnny Dunnagan

To: Mindy Brooks
Subject: YMCA in Lewis County
Date: Thursday, February 9, 2023 9:05:53 PM

I am Johnny Dunnagan and I want to express my concern about the zoning change to accommodate a YMCA
recreation center in Mineral. The YMCA is not the same today as it once was. I strongly oppose there involvement
with our young people with their liberal ideas and policies of today. I ask that the property continue as forest land
and zoning is not changed.

Sincerely,

Johnny Dunnagan

Centralia, Washington

Sent from my iPhone

Johnny

External Email - Remember to think before you click!

This message may contain links with malware, viruses, etc. Please ensure the message is legitimate before opening
it.


mailto:johnnydunnagan@gmail.com
mailto:Mindy.Brooks@lewiscountywa.gov

Martin E. Fortin, Jr.
588 Silverbrook Road Randle WA 98377

fortinm71@gmail.com 360-791-0367

Lewis County Board of Commissioners
2025 NE Kresky Ave.

Chehalis, WA 98532

February 8, 2023

The purpose of this letter is to again support the YMCA proposal for an overnight camp at
Mineral Lake. | spent 27 years as the director of the Cispus Learning Center. During those
years | worked with many outdoor learning centers across the State of Washington, including
several of the YMCA camps. | have witnessed the value of an overnight outdoor experience in
enhancing the social, emotional, spiritual, and intellectual growth in our youth. Those
experience are truly life changing for many of the participants.

| believe that the camp is transformational. More than ever our youth need that experience. We
need more of these facilities across our state.

Finally, it is my experience that camps are good neighbors, too. | highly endorse the Y’s
request for a rezone.

Sincerely,

Martin E. Fortin, Jr.


mailto:fortinm71@gmail.com

From: BOCC

To: denniscarter115@gmail.com

Cc: Mindy Brooks

Subject: Re: Email from Commissioners Contact Form
Date: Friday, February 10, 2023 8:02:53 AM
Attachments: StrategiesGoodWrittenTestimony January2023.pdf

StrategiesGoodOralTestimony January2023.pdf

Thank you for submitting your comments to the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC).

Unfortunately, since this is a quasi-judicial matter that will come before the BOCC for a decision at a
later date, the Commissioners are unable to respond.

The commissioners regret that they are unable to reply, but state law requires that they hear about
this matter only at the public meeting.

I am CCing Mindy Brooks at Community Development (mindy.brooks@lewiscountywa.gov). Mindy is
the contact for public testimony for this topic and can let you know when the record will open for
written testimony.

For information on how to participate in the public meeting, please contact Community
Development at 360-740-2677.

From: contact@lewiscountywa.gov <contact@lewiscountywa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2023 6:08 PM

To: Rieva Lester <Rieva.Lester@lewiscountywa.gov>; Tammy Martin
<Tammy.Martin@lewiscountywa.gov>; BOCC <BOCC@lewiscountywa.gov>
Subject: Email from Commissioners Contact Form

Name: Dennis Carter
Email: denniscarter115@gmail.com
Message: Please maintain out forest land, do not allow rezoning for the YMCA camp!!
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Strategies for Good Written Testimony

Providing good written testimony is important if you want to persuade a planning commission,
board of commissioners, city council or other formal commission to make a certain decision.

Cautions

e Don’t NIMBY —If you oppose something, try to not make it personal. Commissioners
hear "not in my backyard” all the time. If you are concerned about property value or noise
impacts, focus on the whole neighborhood or community.

e Don’t Copy - If someone sends you their letter, do not copy it verbatim. Make your letter
unique to your perspective. If the whole neighborhood wants to say exactly the same
thing, write one letter and have everyone sign it.

e Testimony is Public — Your written testimony is part of the public record and anyone can
request a copy. It will likely be posted online.

Step 1 — Know your Stuff

Make sure you know what is being proposed and why, as well as how the commission or council
will make their decision. This information should be readily available online. If you have
questions, reach out to project staff not to the commissioners.

A. Review all background materials
B. Determine what criteria the commission or council will be using to make a decision
C. Call staff if you have questions

Step 2 —Keep it Simple

Commissioners will receive a lot of testimony, and you don't want yours to get lost in the stack.
Your letter should be short (1 page is best) and to the point. All the reasons why you support or
oppose a proposal must speak to the criteria the commission or council will use to make a
decision. Propose solutions to problems when you can.

A. Start with "I support XYZ proposal” or “l oppose XYZ proposal”
B. List the decision criteria and write your rational for supporting or opposing under each
C. Be kind and respectful — commissioners are people too

Step 3 — Support your Statements

Give your because statements weight beyond just your opinion. Attach supporting materials to
your letter. You can attach photos or memos from other organizations or you can cite online
documentation. But keep in mind that commissioners have a lot to read, so keep it to the point.
They won't read a 100 page document on water quality; instead include the few pages with
relevant information highlighted. Make sure all materials are clear and legible even if printed,
scanned or posted online.
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Example Written Testimony

June 1, 2000

Dear Planning Commission,

| am writing in opposition to the proposed Big Box USA store, permit number RZ00-100. | urge
the Planning Commission to deny the requested change of zoning for the following reasons:

Transportation (County Code 12.345.67(a)(1)) — The development will have a negative impact
on traffic that cannot be mitigated at the project level. Study by ABC Consulting (Attachment
A, excerpt of transportation study) shows that the intersection of Main Street and Division
Avenue does not currently meet the County’s required level of service. Adding an estimated
1,000 trips per day, as stated by the applicant, will only exacerbate the problem. The County
should first invest in fixing the intersection to the required level of service.

Flooding (County Code 12.345.67(a)(2)) — The 100-acre property is currently undeveloped
and covered in forests (Attachment B, aerial photography). The USGS mapping (Attachment
C, soils map) shows that the soil type is very well draining. Forest canopy and well-draining
soil provide natural attenuation of rainwater. Paving over the property, as proposed by the
applicant, could create localized flooding and the current County requirements for
stormwater management are insufficient to address peak storm events. The County should
first update the rural stormwater regulations to address large scale urban development.

Neighborhood Character (County Code 12.345.67(a)(3)) — Big Box USA will fundamentally
change the character of the neighborhood and does not meet the County’'s Comprehensive
Plan policies (Attachment D, relevant policies) that require maintaining small town character
and supporting neighborhood-scale retail. Main Street from the intersection of Division
Avenue east to Maple Avenue is a retail corridor with stores averaging 7,000 square feet. Big
Box USA, at 80,000 square feet, is out of character with the scale of the neighborhood.

While not directly related to the criteria the Planning Commission will be using to make a
decision, | am also concerned about displacing wildlife. | recently walked the right-of-way along
the edge of the property and observed deer, red tailed hawks and rabbits (Attachment E,
photographs of site taken from the right-of-way). The property provides a large area for wildlife
within town and the habitat would be removed by the development.

Thank you for considering my reasons for opposing the proposal.

Sincerely,

Jane Smith
1234 E 1°* Street
Small Town, WA
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Strategies for Good Oral Testimony

Oral testimony provides an opportunity to further persuade a commission or council about a
decision they are making. Oral testimony is more personal and emotional than written
testimony.

Step 1 — Provide Good Written Testimony

Oral testimony should be viewed as supplemental to written testimony. It is not possible to cram
all of the details and rationale for your position into 3 minutes of speaking. Rely on the written
testimony to provide the full argument. See Strategies for Good Written Testimony.

Step 2 — Follow the Rules

You will be required to sign up to testify, and you will need to provide your full name for the
record. Everyone will have the same time limit, typically 3 minutes, to speak — stick to it. The
commissioners are just listening, not responding, so do not ask them direct questions.

A. Check with staff to confirm the time limit for each person testifying
B. Show up at least 15 minutes early to sign up to testify
C. Practice, practice and practice your testimony to fit in the time limit

Step 2 —Keep it Simple

You can highlight your arguments from the written testimony or you can be creative and tell the
history of the site or an experience you had related to the proposal. Script out exactly what you
plan to say to ensure you are making your point(s) well and in the time provided.

A. Start with your full name and “I support XYZ proposal” or “| oppose XYZ proposal”

B. State that you provided written testimony and include the date you sent it

C. Highlight the top three reasons you support/oppose the proposal or be creative by
sharing your own personal experience or knowledge

Step 3 — Be Courteous

More likely than not, the commissioners are all volunteers or unpaid officers and serve because
they care deeply about the community. Treat them with respect. Other testifiers may have
different opinions than you, and they deserve their time to be heard without interruption.

A. Keep all arguments on topic and related to the decision-making criteria
B. Close by thanking the commissioners for listening to your concerns/comments

C. Do not clap, boo or talk during other people’s testimony

*Note — If there are true conflicts of interest or formal disclosures that a commissioner should state,
bring those up with staff ahead of time, not during oral testimony.
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Oral Testimony as a Group

Each person providing testimony will be required to stay within a time limit, typically 3 minutes.
This makes it difficult if you have many reasons you support/oppose the proposal. One effective
strategy is to testify as a group.

How ...

1. Talk to Your Neighbors - Find a few people that agree with your position and
arguments and that are comfortable speaking in public.

2. Meet and Plan — Meet up and talk about the position and arguments. Make a list of the
main topics you want to cover in oral testimony and decide who wants to speak on each.

3. Script Your Testimony — On your own, script out what you plan to say on your topic.
Work from your written testimony (oral testimony should always be supplemental).

4. Meet and Practice — Meet up again to practice your testimony. Ask for constructive
criticism to help you hone your arguments. Practice to make sure you fit in the time limit.

5. Testify Together — Show up 15 minutes early to the hearing and sign up to testify back-
to-back. If possible, sit together in the room.

Why use this strategy: If you have five topics to cover (e.g., transportation, water quality, air
quality, noise and property values) it will be hard to cover all five thoroughly in 3 minutes. But if
each person uses 3 minutes per topic, then the whole argument gets 15 minutes of air time
before the commissioners.

Example

Jane: Transportation (3 minutes)
John: Water Quality (3 minutes)
Jim: Air Quality (3 minutes)

June: Noise (3 minutes)

Jack: Property Values (3 minutes)

What to say: "My name is Jane Smith and | along with a group of my neighbors oppose the
shopping mall proposal. | provided written testimony on June 1st and will be referencing it. | am
going to cover transportation ...."” When you say a group of my neighbors, everyone in the group
should raise their hand. Each person should reference the same group at the beginning to be
clear there are many who feel the same way.

If the hearing is online only, then say “.... | along with # of my neighbors, who will also be
testifying, oppose the shopping mall proposal...."
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From: Micah Rose

To: Mindy Brooks

Subject: Written Testimony on Ordinance 1343
Date: Friday, February 10, 2023 9:04:20 AM
Hello,

I am writing you today to express my displeasure in hearing that the YMCA desires to bring its presence to
Lewis County, and to ask that you to take a stand against it.

Although the YMCA has been historically known throughout the nation for its work in providing activities
and resources for youth and families, the organization is also becoming known for actively supporting and
championing ideologies that are destructive to our society. The YMCA openly supports the teaching and
acceptance of Critical Race Theory and intersectionality, destructive gender and sexuality ideologies,
dangerous and uninformed “defund the police” movements, and other issues of “woke” propaganda that
only serve to further societal division. Rather than encouraging the equity and community connection that
such ideologies claim to advance, these ideologies only continually result in increased division and
violence, and decreased safety and security. I am adamantly against allowing the YMCA to bring this,
simply through their presence and influence, into Lewis County.

I know I’m not the only one expressing such thoughts, and I trust many written and spoken testimonies are
echoing these same concerns and more, so I ask that you please hear the concerns and join the citizens of
Lewis County in taking a stand against the destructive ideologies that the YMCA would carry into our
community. The only way to stop the infection of such ideologies, is to stop the vessel of transmission from
coming in. The YMCA, and the disease it carries, is not welcome in Lewis County.

Feel free to contact me if you have further questions regarding my concerns. Thank you for your service to
our community!

Respectfully,

Micah Rose
Lewis County resident since 2008
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