BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF LEWIS
RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY, AMENDING

TITLE 8 LEWIS COUNTY CODE, ADDING A NEW

ORDINANCE NO.1236

GARDENS , CONSISTENT WITH THE REQUIREMENTS
OF CHAPTER 69.51A RCW

)
i
CHAPTER 8.60 COLLECTIVE MEDICINAL CANNABIS )
)
)

WHEREAS, the Board of Lewis County Commissioners makes the following findings:

A.

The Washington Legislature has enacted ESSSBS5073 permitting the collective
cultivation of cannabis for medical purposes. The legislation includes authorization,
under terms and conditions outlined in state law, of community gardens to cultivate
cannabis for the personal use of persons who are authorized under state law to use
medicinal cannabis and who obtain and maintain the proper authorization.

Strong pressure was applied to the Legislature to enact legislation approving the
establishment, under state law, of collective medicinal cannabis gardens. In many
communities across Washington, people have indicated their interest in establishing
collective medicinal cannabis gardens. In this County, a number of people have publicly
announced their intention to establish such gardens.

Cannabis gardens raise several concerns, including whether they are legal under federal
law, whether their proximity to schools, bus stops and other places frequented by
children should be regulated, whether their construction and security should be
regulated to ensure the plant does not escape into the natural environment, how to
ensure the security of their operation, and generally whether and how their location and
establishment should be regulated in the best public interest for the protection of health
and safety.

ESSSB5073 creates a substantial risk that County employees working in good faith to
implement the state law will incur federal criminal liability under federal drug laws. The
State has not agreed to indemnify the County or its employees against this risk and the
County, which is dealing with a punishing recession and falling tax revenues, is not in a
position to incur additional liability.

The County is particularly concerned that the public interest will be harmed if collective
medicinal cannabis gardens are sited near schools, bus stops or other locations
frequented by children or are operated in a manner that permits access by the public or
that facilitates the escape of this non-native weed to the natural environment.
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F. ESSSB5073 has become law, codified in Chapter 69.51A RCW. There is tremendous
interest in developing these gardens. Unless action is taken, gardens will be established
in locations and in modes of operation that threaten the public interest.

G. Consistent with the authority granted the County in RCW 69.51A, the County has the
authority to act in the best public interest.

H. A public hearing was held on January 23, 2012 following publication of notice of said
hearing in the East County Journal on January 11, 2012, as required by law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners, as follows:

1. Lewis County amends Title 8 Lewis County Code and hereby adopts a new Chapter 8.60
Collective Medicinal Cannabis Gardens, attached hereto as “Attachment A” and incorporated
fully herein.

2. The Board adopts and incorporates herein by reference the findings and recitals made by
staff, the Prosecuting Attorney and the Sheriff at the hearing in support of this enactment.

3. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any
reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid at law, such decision shall not affect the validity of
the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

4. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption.

PASSED IN REGULAR SESSION, following a public hearing held by the Board of County
Commissioners, thisZZddy of January, 2012.

APPROVED AS TO FORM: BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Jonathan Meyer, Prosecuting Atty. LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

7 gl

F. Lee Grosg, Chairman
/

-

.‘;c.O.U?\‘;‘)?,;o Ron Averill, Member
‘3' Z 6A—R—D o \4@.°
o.o“ s il \%I».o
ATTEST: 33/ SINCE E /
8 ’ Ze P.W&chulte, Member
* o

Ordinance No. 1236 2



