
LewisCountyPlanningCommission
PublicHearing

BobLyleCommunityBuilding
700MainSt

Morton WA98356

March31 2009@600PM
and

ndLewisCountyCourthouse 2 Floor
Commissioners HearingRoom

351NWNorthStreet
Chehalis WA98532

April1 2009@600PM

AGENDAAGENDA
I CalltoOrder

A IntroductionofPlanningCommissioners rollcall

II OldBusiness
A ApprovalofmeetingnotesfromMarch24 2009
B PublicHearing AgricultureResourceLands

ProposedCounty widedesignationofadditionallandsasAgricultural
ResourceLands ARL andcorrespondingzoningmapamendments
ProposedamendmentstotheLandUseElementandNaturalResource
LandspoliciesoftheComprehensivePlanrelatedtoARLs
Proposed AmendmentstotheLewisCountyCode LCC chapter1730
relatedtoARLs

III Calendar
ThenextmeetingwillbeApril14 WorkshopandLetterofTransmittal
AgriculturalResourceLands

IV GoodoftheOrder

V Adjourn

Thismeeting site isbarrier free
People needing special assistanceoraccommodationsshouldcontactThePlanningDivision72hoursinadvanceof

themeeting Phone 360 7401146
LewisCountydoesnot discriminateonthe basisofrace color nationalorigin sex religionorage
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LewisCountyPlanningCommission
PublicHearing

BobLyleCommunityBuilding
700MainSt
Morton WA

March31 2009 600PM
MeetingNotes

PlanningCommissionersPresent ArnyDavis BobGuenther MikeMahoney Rachel
Jennings BillRussell
StaffPresent PhillipRupp GlennCarter PatAnderson
ConsultantsPresent AndyLane CairncrossandHemplemann RogerWagoner BHC
Consultants MikeMcCormick
CountyCommissionersPresent LeeGrose
OthersPresent Pleaseseesigninsheet

HandoutMaterialsUsed
Agenda
DCDStaffandConsultantsReport January13 2009
SummaryofApplicationofWACARLCriteria
ARLMaps AerialandOverlay
ComprehensivePlanTextAmendmentProposal
DevelopmentRegulations AmendmentProposal

I CalltoOrder
ChairmanJennings calledthemeetingtoorderat602PM TheCommissioners
introducedthemselves

II OldBusiness
A ThemeetingnotesfromMarch24 2009weretabled
B ChairmanJenningsopenedthepublichearingandintroduced twolettersintothe
record TamaraBaker 575NewaukumValleyRd Chehalis andRichardRoth 193Roth
Rd Winlock March30 2009

AndyLaneprovidedanoverviewofthehearing statingthisispartofthecompliance
effortoftheCounty togetintocompliancewiththeARLportionoftheGrowth
ManagementAct GMA Someagriculturallanddesignationsin2007were approved
buttheGMAstatedothersneededsomecloserexamination Thenewareasincludeareas
thatincludesoils thatareconsideredprimeifdrained andprimeifirrigated Also
includedarenonsoildependent usesnotlookedatin2007

Wearealso lookingatcommercialagusesindesignatedFRLandwearemaking
correspondingcomprehensive plan amendments Inthepacketisthestaffreport
explainingwhereweare includingmemos thatexplain soilsusesandhowthe
consultantsandstaffanalyzedeverythingtomakerecommendationstothePlanning
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Commission AlsoincludedistheWACcriteriaanddraft comprehensiveplanand
developmentregulationsamendments

Mr Lanepointedouton theboarddisplayedasummaryoftheanalysiswemustgo
throughtoconsiderifthelandshouldbedesignatedasagriculturalresourceornot The
chartontherightislandusefactors thechartontheleftisdevelopmentrelated
considerations Mapsonthewallaretheaerialsandoverlaysoftheareasbeing
considered 2007agdesignationsareshowninbrownonthecoloredmaps thisyears
recommendationsareinmaroon

ChairmanJenningsaskedifeveryonewhowishestotestifyhassignedin

TheChairopenedthehearingfor oraltestimony Shestated therewillbeathreeminute
timelimitfortestimony Thetimerwillshowgreenfor25minutes at30secondsthe
timerwillshowyellowandatthreeminuteswillshowred

JayHall 160CarrollRd Chehalis submittedaletterregardingtheARLs Hehas
seriousmisgivingsabout themethodused toidentify andclassifyagresourcelands The
WACstatescitiesandcountiesshallinvolvethepublicinclassifyingandidentifying
agriculturalresource landsandshouldincludepublicparticipationofvariousgroups It
shouldincludeearly andtimelynotificationofsuchhearings Hereadfrom theWAC
Mr Hallstatedhe waspleasedtoseetheinformationonthewebsite Beyondthelegal
notification thePlanningCommissionhasbarelymettheminimumforpublic
notificationandtonight sattendancereflectsthat

LCC1730 LCResourcelands Thepurposeofthis chapteristoidentify longterm
commerciallysignificantresourcelands InLCC1730030thepolicyidentifiesproperty
rightsandthe PlanningCommissionshallbe cognizantofthatpolicy

ChairmanJenningsinformedMr Hall thathistimehadexpired

Mr EugeneButleraskedstaffwhereandwhenthenoticeswerepublished forthis
hearing HehasfollowedtheChronicleandhasnotseennoticeofthishearing He
pointedoutthatthepublicparticipationcodestatesnoticeofpublicationshallbe
publishedin thepaperofrecordandinthepaperwiththelargestcirculation Hebelieves
themeetingshouldbe rescheduled

DennisHadaller 3411USHwy12 Mossyrock agreedwiththepublicnoticeissue He
statedheneversawitintheChronicle

Mr Hadallerisrepresenting himselfashisattorneycouldnotattend Themeetingnotes
ofFeb24 page5 thefirstparagraph talksaboutrocksinthesoil Pages6and7should
begonethroughclosely

Heexplained howheputhislandtogetheranditisnotfarmground Twothirdsofthe
313acreshasbeenintimbersincebeforeWashingtonwasastateandisstillintimber
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Heputitinopenspacein1997 HaditnotbeenfortheGMAthislandwouldbeagood
taxbasefortheOnalaskaschooldistrictandforLewisCounty Hewillbedeliveringa
lettertomorrowfrom hislawfirm

ChairmanJenningsaskedMr Hallifhe wishedtocompletehistestimony

Mr Hallcontinuedhisstatementregardingthecountywideplanningpolicies Hefeels
hisprivate propertyrightshavebeenignoredand theconsultantsarelumpingevery20
acreparcelwithprime soilsandhedoesnotthinkalltheseparcelsareeconomically
viable Hecannot turnaprofitrunningcowson20acres Hedoesnotintendtoraise
cattleforever Inan articlefromtheChronicleonFriday Jan16 2004 Mike
McCormickstatedagricultureinLewis Countyisfading Thedairyandcattleindustryis
leavingwestern Washington itisnothappeningbecauseofLewisCountybutbecause
thecostoffarminginwesternWashingtonisbecoming costprohibitive

ChairmanJenningsaskedifanyoneelsewishedtospeak As therewasnoone theChair
recessedthepublichearingtoApril1 2009tobe heldattheLewisCountyCourthouse

III Calendar
ThenextmeetingwillbeheldonApril14 aworkshopontheARLsandtheLetterof
Transmittal

IV Goodofthe Order
CommissionerGuentherstated thepaperofrecordistheEastCountyJournalandhe
statedwemayneedtothinkabout publishinginthepaperoflargestcirculation

V Adjourn
CommissionerMahoneymovedtoadjourn CommissionerRussellseconded Motion
carried Adjournmentwasat628PM
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LewisCountyPlanningCommission
PublicHearing

LewisCountyCourthouse
351NWNorthSt

Chehalis WA

April1 2009 600PM
MeetingNotes

PlanningCommissionersPresent BillRussell MikeMahoney BobGuenther
RachaelJennings RichardTausch ArnyDavis
StaffPresent PhillipRupp GlennCarter PatAnderson
ConsultantsPresent AndyLane CairncrossandHemplemann RogerWagoner BHC
Consultants MikeMcCormick
CountyCommissionersPresent RonAverill
OthersPresent Pleaseseesigninsheets

HandoutsMaterialsUsed
Agenda
DCDStaffandConsultantsReport January13 2009
SummaryofApplicationofWACARLCriteria
ARLMaps AerialandOverlay
ComprehensivePlanTextAmendmentProposal
DevelopmentRegulations AmendmentProposal

I CalltoOrder
ChairmanJenningscalled themeeting toorderat606PMstatingitwasacontinuation
oftheARLpublichearingfromMarch31 inMorton Commissionersintroduced
themselves

II OldBusiness
A ThemeetingnotesfromMarch24 2009weretableduntiltheApril14 2009meeting
B ChairmanJenningsstatedthatatthepreviousmeeting March31 therewasconcern
thatthepublichearingshadnotbeenproperlypublished Thepublichearingwas
publishedintheMarch18 2009editionoftheEastCountyJournalonpage12
ChairmanJenningscitedotheradvertising packetswenttothepostingplaces which
includeallSeniorCentersandTimberlandLibraries postcardsweresentouttothe
postingplacesaswellastoallcities allgranges andtheLewis CountyFarmBureau
andapressreleasewenttotheChronicle ChairmanJenningsstatedtherewasadequate
notificationandalldocumentswerepostedonthewebsite

ChairmanJenningsopenedthepublichearingandaskedAndyLanetoprovidean
overviewontheAgriculturalResource Landsdesignationprocess

Mr Lanestatedthematerialsthatareavailableforthepublictoreview inadditiontothe
agendafortonightshearing includeastaffreportwithmemos apaperthatsummarizes



Planning CommissionMeeting4109
Page2of6

theWACARLcriteriaand isappliedconsistentwiththemapsonthewalls proposed
comprehensiveplanamendmentsshowingtherevisionsintheagriculturedesignation
processandcodeamendmentstoimplementthechangesforagdesignation

Thechangesintheagdesignationprocess ispartoftheGrowthBoardcomplianceeffort
In2007therewerelandsdesignatedARLthatwentbacktotheGrowthManagement
Boardforreviewandthey foundtheCountydidnotlookatenoughtypesoflands
thereforetheCountyneedstorevisitthelandsthatwerenotreviewedin2007
specificallylandsthatweredesignatedbytheNationalResourcesConservationService
NRCS asprimefarmlandifdrainedandprimefarmlandifirrigated

Alsobeingconsideredatthistimeareagriculturalusesthatarenotdependentonsoils
suchaspoultry Christmastreefarms horticulturaloperations etc Landspreviously
designatedasForestResourceLands FRL arealsobeingconsidered

OneareathattheCountyhadtorevisitislandthatisinthevicinity ofI5 TheGrowth
BoardfelttoomuchweightwasgivetocertainWACcriteria

Mr Lanestatedtherearetwoinformationalboardsdisplayedwhichshowtheanalysis
thatwent intolookingatlandanddeterminingwhetherornotitisappropriateforARL
designation Thefirstboardistheland relatedfactors thelandprimarilydevotedto
agriculture and thesecondboardaddressesdevelopmentrelatedconsiderations These
aretheWAC criteriaandwere developedbytheStateDepartmentofCommunityTrade
andEconomicDevelopment CTED andmust beconsideredforlong termcommercial
significanceforagriculturalproduction

Astheaudiencetestifies Mr Laneencouragedthemtoframetheirtestimonyinlightof
theanalysisontheboards That willbehelpfulfor thePlanningCommissiontoevaluate
thetestimony

ChairmanJenningsreadintotherecorddocumentsreceivedtodayforconsideration a
memofrom AndyLanere SoilproductivityandGrowingCapacity aletterfrom
CushmanLawOfficesre designationoflong termcommerciallysignificantagricultural
lands aletterfromEugeneButleretal aletterfromFuturewisewithattachments

ChairmanJenningsopenedtheoraltestimonyportionofthehearingandstatedeach
personwillhavethreeminutestospeak

Mr ScottBlinksspokeonbehalfoftheCarlsonfamily parcelnumber014859 a143
acreparcellocatedjustnorthofI5andHighway12 TherequestfromtheCarlson
familyisthatitnotbedesignatedasARL Thepropertyisnotviableasagricultural
property Mr Blinksprovidedaletteraspartofthetestimony

Planninggoalcriteria 5 economic development aswellasothercriteriasupport
exclusionofthisparcel TheCarlsonsareincontractwithaworldwideindustrialentity
thatwantstorelocatetoLewisCountyattheI5Highway12intersection Thisparcelis
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theonlyparcelintheStateofWashingtonsuitableforthisindustrydevelopment Other
criteriawillbeaddressedbyMr ChrisButleronbehalfoftheCarlsonfamily

Mr JoeCarlsonstatedpropertyrightsneedtobepreservedforindividual landowners

Mr ChrisButlerwasaskedtolookatthisasalandsurveyorandbecauseofhispast
experienceonthePlanningCommission withregardtoARLdesignation Mr Butleris
askingforcertain pointsofviewtobe consideredanda letterwassubmittedwiththese
points

Ms SallyFoister askedthePlanningCommission toremoveparcel number
017968003000fromARLdesignationtoallowforittobebrokenup Itisabout37
acres mostofitintimber About5acresisingrassandisintersectedbyBonneville
powerlines Thesoilisnotagriculturalsoil Ms Foistersubmittedaletterfrom
Bonnevilleexplainingitseasement

Ms TamaraBaker 575NewaukumValleyRd Chehalis hasfarmed thispropertyfor39
yearsandithasbeenfamilyfarmed forover100years Ms Bakerdoes notbelievethis
hasbeenzonedagricultureandwouldliketokeepitinagriculture Shestated itis
importanttomaintain localfarms Ms Bakerprovidedwrittentestimony

CommissionerMahoneystatedthisissuehadcomeupwithotherparcels Heconfirmed
withMr PhilRuppthatthereisaprovisionintheCountyCodethatanypropertyowner
canoptintoanagzone TheCommunityDevelopmentdepartmentcanhelpsomeonedo
thatandexplainthecriteriarequired

Mr RichardRothprovidedalettertothePlanningCommissiondatedMarch30and
highlightedsomepointsinthatletter Heispleasedthatsomelandinhisareahasbeen
designatedasresourceland Ups anddownsintrendsandmarketsshouldnotbea
criterionfor agdesignation Mr Rothandhisfamilyhavebeenonthefarmsince1902
itisPrathertypeIIsoilandhashadvariouscropsandusesthroughout theyears
dependingon themarket Someoftheseincludemilk eggs hogs prunesandgrainsto
feedthehogs Strawberriesweregrownfora periodoftime Eventhoughcropsandthe
industrychangesandthelong termsignificancelookbleaksometimes thelandis
productive Itmustbemanagedproperly

Ifgoodsoils likethePrathersoilsaredividedup into5acre piecesitwillnotbe viable
forcommercialfarminganditisimportanttohavethislandforagriculture Agricultural
landneedsourprotection

Ms DoreenMilward CushmanLawOffices represents Mr DennisHadaller She
summarizedpointsfromher lastletterstatingthatthe2007designationshavenotbeen
finalizedaccording totheProsecutingAttorneysoffice whosestatementwasincluded in
herlastcorrespondence



Planning CommissionMeeting4109
Page4of6

Ms MilwardstatedtheCountycandifferfromwhat theNRCShasproposedtobeprime
soilsinLewisCounty Theoldsoilssurveyof1986statedthesoils wereonlyprime if
irrigated Nowthosesoils areprime whethertheyareirrigatedornotandadditionalsoils
havebeenaddedandtobe consideredprimeifirrigated

Ms Milwardpreparedcopiesofcropyieldforvarioussoils andtherearelargevariations
inthesoiltypesandwhattheNRCSiscallingprime She suggestedaddinganadditional
elementthatfactors inthevegetative productivity Under WACsection 2youhave the
authoritytoconsider theneedsoftheindustry Youhavenoneedtohaveunproductive
landlabeledasfarmland YoucanusetheguidesfortheyieldsprovidedbytheNRCS
andsuggestedaddingadditionalcriteriatothereliefsection 1730600 statingthatif
peoplecannotmeettheseminimumsthathave beensetbytheAgdepartmentthereis
somerelief Ifpeoplewanttooptintheycanbuttheyshouldnotbeforcedto

Mr RobertThodeprovidedwrittentestimony HeaskedthatthePlanningCommission
rememberthisislongtermcommerciallysignificantaglandthatistobeconsidered
Whilethereisnolegaldefinitionofthatterm theremustbesomecommonsenseused

WhenMr ThodewasbeforethePlanningCommissionin2007andaskedfor
reconsiderationandalsonotedtherewasapieceadjacenttohispropertythatwasan
obviouserror Thereconsiderationwasnotlookedatandtheerrorisstillonthemap
Isolatedparcelsshouldnotbeconsidered agshouldbedesignatedinzones Whenhe
wasontheTechnicalAdvisoryCommitteetherewasarecommendationof2500acres for
eachblock Azoneshowspeoplewhat toexpectthereandfarmersknowwheretogoto
findlandwheretherewillnotbeconflictinglanduses Hesuggested toatleastlookat
500acreblocks anything lessisnotdefendableforazone

Timberlandisexpensivetoclear butitisfarcheapertoclearstumpsoutoftheground
thanitistobuylandawayfromhobbyfarmers Ifyoudecideyouneedadditional land
reservedforagthenyoushouldbelookingattimberlandandzoningthat

Mr JayHallsubmittedaletterrequestingrelief fromagriculturalresourceland
designation Parcelnumber018007004000 24acres shouldnotbeincludedinARL
AfterreviewingtheWACcriteria hebelieveshispropertyillustratestheconflictwith
Criteria 6whichislandusesettlementpatternsandtheircompatibilitywith agpractices
Thereisquiteabitofparcelizationinthisareaandmostparcelsaveragelessthan5acres
Hisparcelisnotconsistentwithadjacent landusepatterns

Mr RonMauel 375HamiltonRd summarizedhiswrittentestimonysubmittedatthe
lastworkshop 375and337HamiltonRdisbetweenexits72and74onthewestsideof
thefreeway Itiswithin60 oftheChehalisUGAandNapavinecitylimitsarewithin
onehalfmile Thereareutilitieswithinonehalfmile Hispropertyishighlyerodible is
intheFEMA100floodmapanddoes nothaveprimesoil

Mr JuliePowewouldliketospeakforthreefamilies ThefirstistheBalmelliFamily
LimitedPartnershipwith21parcelsoffthenewExit74 Sheprovidedwrittentestimony
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thatlistedtheparcelnumbers Sherequestedthattheseparcelsnotbeconsideredfor
ARLfora numberofreasons theirproximitytopopulated areas access tocitywaterand
seweris mileaway thereisexcellentaccesstothepublicservices Partofthe
BalmellispropertywaspurchasedfortheonrampforExit74 theyshareaborderwith
theChehalisUGA 19ofthe21parcelsarelessthan20acres 14acresarelessthan10
acresandthey wererecordedbefore1999 SoilsareTypeIVandarenotdrainedor
irrigated Ms PoweaskedthattheparcelsnotbeconsideredforARL

CommissionerRussellaskedMs Poweifall theparcelsarelegallotsofrecordandMs
Powestatedtheyare

Ms Powehadotherparcels tospeakaboutandChairmanJenningsaskedifMs Powe
wouldpleasewaituntileveryonehadachancetospeak

Mr EugeneButlerstatedlandalreadydesignatedasARLshouldremainasARLandthat
thelandproposedbythestafftobe designatedARLshould alsobedesignated There
havebeensubstantialeffortsinthoseproposalsandhe believesadditionaleffortsneedto
bedonetocompletetheprocess Materialshavebeenpreparedtoillustratethese
concernsandhavebeendistributedtothePlanningCommission Thereisalsoan
analysisofadditionallands thatshouldbe consideredandaCDwithARLandFRLland
maps

In2006theCountychangedtheallowable usesinARLtoallowthegrowingand
harvestingoftimberoutright Itcouldalsorenderlandswithprimesoilsonamapusing
thecurrentNRCSdefinitionsofprime soils Asaresultwecannowidentifythoseareas
wheretimberisgrownastotheexistenceofprimesoils Theobjectionthatitmustbe
convertedtoagriculturalusetobedesignatedasARLnolongerappliesbecausetheland
isdevotedtoresourceuseandwillcontinuetobe inresourceusewhether treesare
replantedorotherrelatedagriculturalusesarepermitted Landnowintreesonprime
soilsiscapableofbeingdevotedtoagricultureandmustbeconsideredforARL His
mapsidentifytheselands

Ms SusieKyle 186TingleRd Winlock statedsheispassionateaboutpreservingfarm
land small familyfarmsandpreservingourfoodsupply Shehasbeenfarmingsince
1995 sellsatfarmersmarkets inthreecountiesandhashelpeddevelopaspecialdressing
andhasrecentlyopenedacafØatThorbeck sFitnessCenter wherethereisalocal
seasonalmenu tosupport localfarms

Ms Kyle isconcernedthatwehavebecomedependentuponforeign foodbecausewe
nowimportmorethanweexportandwearepavingourfarmland Asolutiontothisisa
localsustainablefoodsystemandweneedfarm landtodothis

IftheCountycouldgiveequalresourcestoprotectingandsupporting localagriculturewe
couldhelptostrengthentheeconomythroughtherebirthofthesmallfamilyfarm We
couldbuildanorganicprocessingplantattheWinlockIndustrialParkandthereisalotof
potential forvalue addedproductsinallourlocalgrocerystores Weneedtoforma
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citizensagriculture committeetosupportagriculture Whateverlanddoesget
designated weneedtohaveasupportsystemtohelp thisagriculturebesuccessful

Ms BrendaBalmellistatedher familyhas71acreslocatedonRiceRoadandcited
severalreasonsforthatpropertynottobedesignatedARL theLaBreeRdoverpassis
lessthanonemileaway theChehalisIndustrialParkisthere theChehalisCitylimits is
veryclosebyandherpropertyhascitywater Theproperty lineisonly600 fromI5
andtherearecommercialbusinessesnearby

Ms Balmellistatedtheyraisesomecattleandgrowsomegrasshaybutbecausethe
groundisnotwelldraineditisnotdesirableforcrops Iftheriverchangesdirection
againitwillnolongerhave irrigation either She wouldlikeherpropertytobe available
forfuturecommercialdevelopment

ChairmanJenningsaskedMs Powe ifshewishedtotestifyontheotherproperties

Ms Powestatedsheownsthreeparcelsoflandthattotal20acres Parcelnumbers
022283006001 022295003001and022295003003 Ahouseandfarmbuildingscover
about2acres theremaining18acresaredividedintothreepieces separatedbySouth
SchueberRd theSchueberRd drainageditchandCoalCreek Allthelandisundrained
andnotirrigated Thereare40 slopesonaportionand30 slopesonanotherportion
Ms Powe providedwritten testimonyshowingtheparcellinesandslopes

Ms PowerepresentedMr JoeBalmelliregardingeightparcels Shereadhisletterand
submittedittothePlanningCommission Mr Balmelliaskednottobeincludedinthe
ARLdesignation citingseveralreasons includingpoorqualitysoils

ChairmanJenningsclosedtheoraltestimonyportionofthepublichearingstating written
testimonywouldbeacceptedattheCommunityDevelopmentDepartmentuntilApril13
2009 500PM Testimonycanbemailedto2025NEKreskyAve Chehalis 98532

IV Goodofthe Order
Mr DennisHadalleraskediftherewouldbeaworkshopofthePlanningCommission
membersandwhattheprocessandtimeframewouldbe beforetheARLmaterialgoesto
theBoardofCountyCommissionersandifthereisatimelineforcompletingthis

ChairmanJennings statedthenextmeetingwillbeaworkshoponARLdesignations
scheduledforApril14 2009 700PM QuestionscanbeaddressedandifthePlanning
Commissionershave issueswithseveralparcelsaletteroftransmittalwillnotbesigned
atthattime Until theworkshopiscompleted itisunknownwhenthedeterminationwill
befinal

V Adjournment
Amotionwasmadeandsecondedtoadjourn Adjournmentwasat712PM


