
LewisCountyPlanningCommission
PublicHearing

ndLewisCountyCourthouse 2 Floor
Commissioners HearingRoom

351NWNorthStreet
Chehalis WA98532

February10 2009@700PM

AGENDAAGENDA

I CalltoOrder
A IntroductionofPlanningCommissioners rollcall

II OldBusiness
A ApprovalofmeetingnotesfromJanuary27 2009

ndB PublicHearingand2 WorkshopandLetterofTransmittal Compliance
Issues

rdC 3 Workshop AgricultureResourceLands Maps5 7 8 9 10andothers
astimeallows

III Calendar
ThenextmeetingwillbeFebruary24 2009 Workshop ARLMaps11 12
13 14 PublicBenefitRatingSystem

IV Goodofthe Order

V Adjourn

Thismeeting site isbarrier free
People needing special assistanceoraccommodationsshouldcontactThePlanningDivision72hoursinadvanceof

themeeting Phone 360 740 1146
LewisCountydoesnot discriminateonthe basisofrace color nationalorigin sex religionorage
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PlanningCommissionMeetingNotes
PublicHearing

February10 2009 700PM
LewisCountyCourthouse

351NWNorthSt
Chehalis WA98532

PlanningCommissionersPresent BobGuenther MikeMahoney ArnyDavis
PlanningCommissionersExcused Richard Tausch BillRussell RachaelJennings
CountyCommissionersPresent BillSchulte
StaffPresent GlennCarter BarbaraKincaid PatAnderson
ConsultantsPresent AndyLane CairncrossandHemplemann MikeMcCormick
RogerWagoner BHCConsultants
OthersPresent Pleaseseesigninsheet

HandoutsMaterialsUsed
Agenda
MeetingNotesfromJanuary27 2009
StaffReportre2007ComprehensivePlanCompliance
Table41LandUse
BirchfieldPopulationAllocation
Letterfrom AndyLanere CityofNapavineRevisedUGA
CityofNapavineNeedsAnalysis
Map CityofNapavineZoningandProposedUGA
AgriculturalResourceLands ARL Maps5 7 8 9 10
StaffReportre ARLCompliancefromJanuary13 2009

I CalltoOrder
ViceChairMahoneycalledthemeetingtoorderat706PM Commissionersintroduced
themselves ViceChair Mahoneystatedtherewouldbenopublichearing onthe
ComprehensivePlancomplianceissuessincethere wasnotaquorumpresent Thepublic
hearingwasrescheduledforMarch10 2009

II OldBusiness
A Themeetingnoteswerenotapprovedduetothelackofaquorum

rdB 3 Workshop AgriculturalResourceLands Maps5 7 8 9 10 ViceChairMahoney
askedMr LanetosummarizetheprocessandcriteriafortheARLdesignation forthe
public

Mr Lanestated thePlanningCommissionerswhoarenotpresenttonightwouldhavethe
benefitofreviewingtheminutesandstatementsmadeduringtheGoodoftheOrderand
anywrittentestimonysubmitted
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ViceChairMahoneystatedthePlanningCommissionreceivedtwodocumentsfromthe
CushmanLawOfficesandaletterfromMr GeorgeGillthatwillbecomepartofthe
record

Mr Lane CairncrossandHemplemann statedhewouldgiveanoverviewofwherethe
CountyisintheARLsprocess

In2007thePlanningCommissionandBOCCwent througha processtodesignate
agriculturalresourcelandsoflong termcommercialsignificanceasrequiredbythe
GrowthManagementAct GMA TheGrowthManagementHearingsBoardreviewed
thatdesignationandidentifiedcertain typesoflandsthatwerenotconsideredforreview
andidentifiedsomelandsthattheCountyconsideredbut theGrowthBoarddisagreed
withhowtheCountyconsideredthoselands Thisprocessisforreviewingthelandsthat
werenotconsideredin2007andsomeofthelandsthatwere evaluatedandneedtobe
reconsidered Specifically landsthatneedtobereconsideredarelandsthatareonprime
agriculturalsoilsinthevicinityofI5 Thelandsthatneedtobereviewedforthefirst
timeareagriculturalusesinareasthathavebeendesignatedForestLandsoflongterm
commercialsignificanceandalsothoselandsthathavesoilsthatareconsideredprimeif
drainedorprimeifirrigated

Otherareastobeconsideredforthefirsttimearethoseagriculturalusesthatarenot
dependentonthesoil poultryoperations Christmastreefarms horticulturaloperations
fishhatcheries Anyofthosetypesofusesthatoccurredonprimesoilswereconsidered
in2007andgenerallywontbeconsidered thistime

ViceChairMahoneyaskediftherewere copiesofthestaffreportdatedJanuary13 2009
availabletothepublic ThisreportisamoredetailedexplanationofwhatMr Lanejust
explained Copiesweremadetodistribute tothepublic

Mr Lanestated thelandsthathavetobeconsideredforpotentialagriculturalresource
landdesignation ARL undertheGMA arethoselandsthataredevotedtoagriculture
orlandsthatarebeingusedorcapableofbeingusedforagriculturalproductionandlands
withprimesoils accordingtoNationalResourcesConservationService NRCS In
determiningwhatlandsareexamined thefirstdeterminationiswhatlandsaredevotedto
agriculture thendetermineifthelandisoflong termcommercialsignificance Soilsare
nottheonlyindication Thereare10specificcriteriasetbytheWashington
AdministrativeCode WAC andnonehaspriorityover another Those tencriteria are
theavailabilityofpublicfacilities taxstatus availabilityofpublicservices proximityto
UGAs predominantparcelsize generallyatleast20acres landusesettlement
patterns intensityofnearbylanduses historyofland developmentpermitsissued
nearby landvaluesunderalternativeuses proximitytomarkets

ViceChairMahoneyaskedfor anexplanationofthedifferencebetween publicfacilities
andpublicservices
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Mr Lanestatedpublicfacilities arethingslikeelectricity sewer water etc Public
servicesmeanpoliceandfireprotection

ViceChairMahoneywantedthepublictobe awarethatthedocumentsprovidedatthe
PlanningCommissionmeetingsareavailableonthe LewisCountywebsite Ms Kincaid
statedifsomeonedoes nothave acomputerthesamematerialsareavailableatthe
CommunityDevelopmentDepartmentat2025NEKreskyAvenueinChehalis

ViceChairMahoneyaskediftherewere questionsregardingthetencriteria Therewere
noneanddiscussioncommencedwith Map 5

Mr LanestatedMaps14werediscussedonJanuary27andthatsomemapsoverlapeach
other Thered borderedpropertiesontheaerialmapsarethelandsthatareproposedfor
ARLdesignation Theyellow bordered landisland thatwasdesignatedin2007

ViceChairMahoneystatedpoultryoperationswereidentifiedbytheaerialmapsandare
includedintheanalysis Twoareashavebeen identifiedasbeingpoultryoperationsat
onetimebutarenotpresentlyandthosehavebeenremovedfromthedesignation
proposal Themapsarefrom2003andmaynotreflectwhat isactuallyhappeningon
somelandsnow

Mr Lanestatedstaffandconsultantschosenottoconsider timberlandssince capableof
beingfarmed wouldmeanclear cuttingandremovingstumps

CommissionerGuentherstatedthereare1300acresalongMiddleForkRoadthatare
proposedtobeadevelopment Hasthatbeendesignatedasnonagriculturalland

Mr Lanestateddevelopmentsthathavevestedapplicationscanstillbedeveloped The
propertyinquestionisBirchfieldandthereissomedevelopmenttherealready

Mr MikeMcCormickstatedgenerallyiflandwasinstandingtimberitdidnotmeetthe
testofcapableofbeingfarmedbecauseofthecostassociatedwithconvertingstanding
timber RegardingtheBirchfieldsite thereisamixofprimeandnonprimesoils and
consideringthatandsomesmallparcelsaround theareawasexcluded

Poultryoperationswerespecificallyculledoutbecausetheyarenon soildependent
Thereisstilladecisiontobemadeastowhetherornottodesignatethem

CommissionerGuenther askedifdesignatedARLlandfurtherupMiddleForkRoad
includestheformerDeYoung sdairy

Mr McCormickstatedtheconsultantsarenotfamiliarwiththenamesofformerowners
Fromtheaerialphotoitappearedthiswasfarmed andcapableofbeingfarmed Property
ownershipcanbebroughtuponthelaptop ifitisneeded
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Mr Lanestated manyofthelandsonthismap thatareproposedforARLdesignationare
onsoilsthatareprimeifdrainedandwerenotexaminedin2007

CommissionerGuentherstatedtheclearedfieldsonOppeltRd usedtobeberryfarms

Mr LanestatedalotofthelandonOppeltRd isdesignatedforestresourceland

Mr Lanestatedthere isnoMap 6 thoseparcelshavebeen includedonothermaps

Map 7includesWinlock ToledoandareasalongI5 Thereisanareathatwas
designatedARLin2007but isnotshownonthismapandthatwill becorrected Itis
southofToledoalongRayRdandsurroundsminingland Most oftheareasonthismap
areprimeifdrainedandwerenotconsideredin2007

ViceChairMahoneystatedimmediately westofI5istheWinlockUGAandsomeareas
thathaverecommendedparcelsforARLinclusion OntheeastsideofI5aresome
small isolatedparcelsthatareimmediatelyadjacenttosomeheavilydevelopedareas
WhatistherationaleforconsideringthosebetweenJacksonHighway andI5

Mr Lanestatedthescaleofeachmapisdifferentanditisdifficulttotellparcelsize by
lookingatthem

Mr McCormickstatedthreeofthoseparcelswestofJacksonHighwayareassociated
withpoultryandthatiswhytheyhavebeenincluded

ViceChairMahoneyreferredtoLaneDriveand theparcelnearBigSkyDrive The
LaneDriveparcelappearstobesmallanditisisolatedallbyitselfandhe doesnot
understandthereasonforincludingit

Mr McCormickstatedthenortheastcornerandthesouthwestparcelarebothpoultry
anditisbelievedthereisanurseryoperatinginthatarea

Mr Lanestatedfirstitisdeterminedifitisdevotedtoagriculture Inthiscaseitison
primesoils andtheaerialphotosindicated ithasbeeninsomeagriculturaloperation
Adjacenttothisparcelisa poultryoperation sothedevotiontoagricultureisthereand
the10WACcriteriawereconsideredaswell

Ms Kincaidstatedthesize oftheLaneDriveparcelis395andtheadjoiningparcelis
1934acres totalingalittle lessthan60acres

ViceChairMahoneystatedthisareaisaboutamilefromSpiffysRestaurantandhas
commercialdevelopmentonallsidesofitandheknowsthegroundispoorandwet

ViceChair Mahoneystatedclarificationquestionsmaybetakenfrom theaudience to
ensureeveryoneunderstandswhatishappeningduring thisprocess
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Map 8generallyshows landsthatareprime ifdrainedandthereisaconsiderable
amountintimber TheeasternportionofMap 5isincludedinMap 8

Inresponsetoaquestionfromtheaudience ViceChairMahoneystatedtheareas
outlinedinyellowweredesignatedARLin2007 Theareasoutlinedinredwerenot
includedin2007andarebeingconsideredthis time

Tofurtherclarify Mr Wagonerstatedonagresourcelandsanytypeofagriculturaluseis
allowed singlefamily residencesareallowedandthedensityrequirementisonehouse
per20acres RDD20 Thelandisalsosubject toataxclassificationthatwouldallow
taxleviestobelowerthanifthelandwasnotdesignatedag

ViceChairMahoneystatedtherearerestrictionsonactivitiesandstructuresotherthana
singlefamilyresidenceonagresourcelands

Mr MarkBigelow OlympiaMasterBuilders askedforclarification ontheGrowth
ManagementHearingsBoarddecision whethertheCountyistoconsider additional
lands orconsiderandadoptadditionallands

ViceChairMahoneystateditwouldbe potentiallyboth Thelandsoutlinedarebeing
consideredandtherewillbe publichearingsfor publicinput ThePlanningCommission
willthenmakearecommendation totheBoardofCounty Commissionersbasedonall
thestudiesandpublicinput TheGrowthBoardaskedtheCountytoreconsidermore
landsforpossibledesignation

Mr LanestatedtheGrowthBoardfoundtheCountyoutofcompliancewiththe
requirementsofGMA TheyidentifiedspecificthingstheCounty didnotdoandthose
arethethingsthatarebeingreviewednow Notall landsthatfitthenewcategoriesthat
theGrowthBoardidentifiedthattheCountyneededtoconsiderarebeingproposedfor
ARLdesignation

CommissionerGuentherreferredtothearea aroundCentraliaAlphaRdandDluhosh
Road whichisaChristmastreefarm Hestatedhe hopedthatthelittlejogontheleft
sidetakesouttheAlphaCemetery

Mr McCormickstatedtherewereacoupleofcemeteriesdiscoveredduring thisprocess
andtheyhavebeeneliminated

CommissionerGuentherstatedonMap 8alongSR508 thelandontherightisa400
acretreefarm timber notChristmastrees

Map 9includestheToledoWinlockAirport Mostoftheselandsareprimeifdrained
AnissuewithGrowthBoardin2007 wastheCountytookthepositionthatitcouldnot
tellifthelandwasdrainedornotandthereforenotconsideredtobeprime TheBoard
statedtheCountymusttrytodeterminewhether theyaredrainedornot Wetherefore
examinedaerialphotosandtriedtomakeadeterminationiftheyhadbeenclearedand
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wereinagriculturaloperation Forexample wesawaverystraightditchweassumedthe
fieldsweredrained Also thedefaultassumptionwasiftheyareclearedandappeartobe
inagriculturaluse theyhadbeendrained

ViceChair MahoneyhasaconcernaboutinclusionofanyofthelandbetweenSpencer
Rd JacksonHighwayandSchoolhouseLaneandtheareaimmediatelysurroundingthe
airport Somelandneartheriverisquitesteepandsomeisheavilyparcelized already

Mr LanestatedmuchofthelandclosertoSpencerRd hasprime soilsandnotjust prime
ifdrained ThecapabilityclassificationthatNRCSappliestakesintoconsiderationthe
slopes Theyhavedeterminedthatthisland ifithasprimesoils iscapableofbeing
farmed Itmightbeworthlookingatparcelsize

Mr McCormickstatedsincetheparcelswere contiguousandunderthesameownership
theywereconsideredasingleparcel

CommissionerDavisstatedthisisthefirsttimehesseenthecriteriaofownershipof
manyparcelsandisownershipacriteria

Mr Lanestatedwhentheconsultantsexaminedtheseandmaderecommendations they
firstlookedatactivityontheparcels Ifitlookedlikeacontinuousoperation itwas
moreofafactorthanownership Itmadesensethatifallparcelshadthesameorsimilar
cropsandiftheagpracticescoveredall parcelswithoutregardtopropertylines they
shouldbeincluded

Followingdiscussion Mr Lanestatedifthepropertyisalreadydividedinto5 acrelots
youcanbuildonitifitisalegallotofrecordanditmeetsthehealthdepartment
requirements Theselotsmusthavebeenrecordedby1999withtheAuditor

ViceChair Mahoneyrecessedthemeetingat809andreconvenedat819

Map 10hasanumberofnurseriesidentifiedthroughStateDepartmentofAgriculture

ViceChair Mahoneystatedtherearetwotypesofnurseries retail withnothinginthe
groundandthosewithtreesandshrubsyeararoundthatrequireground

CommissionerGuentheridentifiedanareaonFrazeRd asatimberfarm Mr Lane
statedthiswouldbecheckedfurther

Map 11showsmostlylandsthatareprime ifdrainedandoneparcelthatisidentifiedas
apoultryoperationbutnothingshowsontheaerialphoto

ViceChairMahoneyclosedtheworkshop

III Calendar
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Thenextmeetingwillbe February24 2009 700PM Therewillbeaworkshoponthe
PublicBenefitRatingSystemandanother workshopontheARLdesignation ViceChair
hopedtogetthroughtherestofthemaps 1218 duringthatmeeting

ViceChairMahoneyremindedeveryonethatthepublichearingonComprehensivePlan
Compliancethatwascanceledtonight willbe heldonMarch10 2009 Heaskedif there
werecommentsfromtheCommission orStaffbeforetheGoodoftheOrder

CommissionerDavisstatedhe hadreadtheletterfromCushmanLawOfficesandwould
likestaffandconsultantstogivetheirfeedbackonthepointsinthatletter

Mr Lanestated thatcanbedone

Ms KincaidstatedtherearecopiesoftheFloodHazardManagementPlanforeachofthe
PlanningCommissioners Thisistheadoptedcopyandfor theCommissioners records
only

IV GoodoftheOrder
ViceChair MahoneystatedonWednesdaynight therewillbeaFloodAuthoritypublic
meetingattheVeteransMuseum 600PM TheAuthorityisaskingforpublicinput
regardingthefloodingandmitigationefforts

Mr RonMauelownstwopropertiesat375and337HamiltonRd HeidentifiedWAC
criteriathatpertaintohisproperties ThereisaUGAdirectlyacrosstheroadfromhis
property hisparcelswerefiledwiththeCountybefore1999 Currentlyitisagfortax
purposes therehavebeenimprovementsnearhisproperty specificallythenewExit74
Therearetwoeasementroadsbetween twoexitsthataretwomilesapart Mr Mauel
statedhisconcernistheCityofChehalismovingintocommercialpropertiesrightacross
fromhimwhichwillcreateheavycarandtrucktrafficwithhiscowsrightacrossthe
road Thereisapotential for harmtohisfence propertyandanimals

Regardingprime soils hispropertyisnotdrained TheFEMAmapsshowfloodingin
thisarea Afterthe1996flooding allthetopsoilwashedawayanditisnotsuitablefor
crops Itwillneedtobekeptingrass

Mr MauelaskedthePlanningCommissiontoreviewhispropertiesagainandthecriteria

Ms JuliePowerepresentedtheBalmelliFamilyLimitedPartnership Theyownseveral
acresnexttotheLaBreeRdinterchange Theyarerequestingtonotbeclassifiedas
agricultureland Citywaterrunsrightbytheirland sewerislessthanaquartermile
awayandtheyareacrossfromaUGA Mostofthelandisdivided intoparcelslessthan
10acresanditisundrained

TheStateneededsomepropertyfortheonandofframps TheHamiltonRd Northand
LaBreeRdintersectionislocatedrightbytheBalmelliproperty TheStategaveus
unrestrictedaccess toourpropertyandeverythingisinplaceforfuturedevelopmentof
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thatproperty Ms PowebelievesitisintheCounty sbestinteresttokeepitoutofARL
sinceitisclosetoeverythingtheyneed

ViceChairMahoneyaskedstaffandconsultantstotakeanother lookattheproperties
thbetweenRushRoadandthe13 St exitandeastofHighway603 westofI5 Thatis

low wetground notdrained andhasahighercommercialvaluethenitwouldasag

Mr DennisHadaller Mossyrock distributedahandouttothePlanningCommission
concerning196acreshepurchasedin1985 Itwasprairie groundandtimber andhada
commercialbusinessonitin1912 Sincethenhe hasaddedfourparcels fora totalof
313acres

Ms YvonneJohnson 4088CooksHillRd referredtoMap 1 Sherequestedthather
propertygobacktoRDD 5whichiswhatitwasbeforethemoratorium Itisnexttothe
urbangrowtharea

Mr RobertPurdyhasa568acreparceloffofPlomondonRdinToledo Therearefive
acrepiecesaroundhimaswellastheToledoTelephoneCompany SorensonTrucking
andtheyarewithinwalkingdistanceoftheToledoHighSchool Hewouldliketostay
withwhatisalreadydesignated

Ms DoreenMilward CushmanLawOfficesrepresentingDennisHadaller askedifher
letterswouldbepostedontheCountywebsite Mr Lanestatedlettersarenotpostedon
thewebsite althoughtheyarepartoftherecord

Mr Hadallerslandisshownontheparcelmaponly nottheaerial onthelowerright
handcorner

Ms Milwardstatedduringthe2007ARLprocess soilsscientistsstated thattheland
capabilitysystemwasnever intendedtoshowthat itwasproductive Thatseemsto
correspondwiththetestimonyoflandownersstatingtheycouldnot geta decentcropoff
oftheirland yetitisbeingdesignatedasprime

Mr Hadallersscientist Dr Small rateddifferentClassIIsoils labeledasprime andthe
SalkumandPrathersoilsweremuchlessproductive thantheotherprimesoils Therehas
beenamistakemadeinthat theGrowthBoardgraspedontothisprimesoilandmadeit
intoanothertermfromwhatitwasoriginallyintended Thiswouldaccountforthe
discrepanciesbetweenwhatpeoplesaytheirlandiscapableofandwhat theGrowth
Boardsays TheofferstillstandsforDr Smalltoattendameetingtoexplainhis
findings andhopefullyformorethanthethreetofiveminutesthatisallowedduringa
publichearing

Ms Milwarddoes notseewhereLewisCountyvs WWGMHBisbeingusedtothe
County sadvantage TheSupremeCourtstatedinthatdecisionthattheywouldlookat
thequestionofwhatconstituteslong termcommerciallysignificance Theydetermined
itwouldbeindicatedbysoil growingcapacity productivity nearpopulatedareasor
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vulnerabletomoreintenseuses Thatwasaclausethatwasaddedasan and Itnot
onlywoulditnotbecharacterizedbyurban growthandcapableofbeingfarmed and
productivityofagriculturalproductsforlong termcommercialsignificance Theseare
wordsthattheSupremeCourtusedtotelltheGrowthBoardthattheyneededtofigure
outwhatwastheproperdesignationforlandsinLewisCounty TheGrowthBoard
tendedtominimizea lotofwhattheSupremeCourtstated TheSupreme Courtalso
allowedtheCountytoaskhowmanyacresareneededforagriculturalproduction and
thathasnotbeenaddressedbytheCounty

ThecategorizationoftheSalkumandPrathersoilsareshowntobedrasticallylowerthan
othersoilsand thatisenoughtoeliminatethosesoils categoriesfromyourconsideration
asprimelands

Wehave beentoldbyyourProsecutingAttorneysofficethattheCountymadeno
decisionasfarasdesignationoflandsin2007 Becauseofthemoratorium andinspite
oftheOrdinance itisnotaneffecteddecision

ThereisaWACprovisionthatisstatedinMs Milwardsletter Paragraphonestatesthe
soilclassificationsystemmustbe usedbutparagraphtwostatesthatifyoucanshowthe
rationalefornotusingit youdonthaveto Youhavetherationale youcantellthem
thatthisisnotappropriate

Mr MikeMcGraw Onalaska statedtheparcelheisreferringtoisonLeonardRdand
RailroadSt isshowninyellow Itcontainsninehousesonseparateparcels achurchand
waterandsewerisavailableonRailroadSt Ithassomegoodsoilsbutwiththeservices
thatarethere itshouldnotbeinARL Hewouldlikereconsiderationonthoseparcels

Mr JayHallownspropertyshownonMap 5 Hestatedwhenthismeetingaffectsso
manylandownersthereneedstobe moreadvancepublicityfor whoitwillaffect

Mr GeorgeGillstatedsomecriteriafortheARLdesignationisdrainedandirrigated A
lotofthetownsandcitieshavepickedupwaterrightsinthisareaforfutureexpansion
whichmakesitdifficultforthosewhoarededicatedasARLtobeproductive Someof
thesesoils areverydependentonwater Whatguaranteewouldtheag resourceland
ownershavethattheycouldget waterrightsfordesignatedARLs

ViceChairmanMahoneystatedhecanalmostguaranteetherewillnotbe waterrights
ThatisDOEandisseparatefromwhat wearedoing TheHearingsBoarddetermined
yearsagothatirrigationwasnotacriterion tobeconsidered thatthereisenough
precipitation Asafarmer Mr Mahoneydisagreeswiththatstatement

ViceChairMahoneystated peopleneedtogetstatementstothePlanningCommissioners
inwriting AlotofthecriteriafromtheHearingsBoardwedonot agreewithbutthose
arethelegalrequirementsandthis Countyhasbeeninamoratoriumthatisseriously
hurtingusifwecantstart developing Allfactualandobjectiveinformationis
encouraged
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WACcriteriaareavailableontheLewisCounty websiteaswellastheWashington
AdministrativeCodewebsite

V Adjourn
Themeetingadjournedat911PM


