
LewisCountyPlanningCommission
PublicMeeting

ndLewisCountyCourthouse 2 Floor
Commissioners HearingRoom

351NWNorthStreet
Chehalis WA98532

January13 2009@700PM

AGENDAAGENDA

I CalltoOrder
A IntroductionofPlanningCommissioners rollcall

II OldBusiness
A Approvalofmeetingnotes fromNovember18 2008

III NewBusiness
A ElectionofPlanningCommissionOfficers

stB 1 Workshop LCCompPlan ComplianceAction NapavineUGA Remove
Table4 BirchfieldPopulation SetPublicHearingforFebruary 10
stC 1 Workshop AgriculturalResourceLand

IV Calendar Tentative
ndNextMeetingJanuary27 2 WorkshoponARLs

FirstQuarter2009 AgResourceLands OpenSpaceClassifications Lewis
CountyCode Revisions
SecondQuarter2009 ImpactFees ARL Appeal RezoneRemands
ThirdQuarter 2009 AnnualAmendments SouthLewisCountySubarea
Plan Rezones outsideInvalidityOrder

V GoodoftheOrder

VI Adjourn

Thismeeting site isbarrier free
People needing special assistanceoraccommodationsshouldcontactThePlanningDivision72hoursinadvanceof

themeeting Phone 360 7401146
LewisCountydoesnot discriminateonthe basisofrace color nationalorigin sex religionorage
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PlanningCommissionMeetingNotes
January13 2009 700PM

LewisCountyCourthouse
351NWNorthSt

Chehalis WA98532

PlanningCommissionersPresent MikeMahoney RachaelJennings BobGuenther
ArnyDavis
PlanningCommissionersExcused RichardTausch BillRussell
CountyCommissionersPresent RonAverill BillSchulte
StaffPresent BobJohnson GlennCarter PhillipRupp BarbaraKincaid PatAnderson
ConsultantsPresent MikeMcCormick AndyLane RogerWagoner
OthersPresent Pleaseseesigninsheet

HandoutsMaterialsUsed
Agenda
MeetingNotesfromNovember18 2008
StaffReportre 2007ComprehensivePlanAmendmentComplianceIssues
Table41LewisCountyComprehensivePlan
BirchfieldPopulationtext
Letterfrom CairncrossandHempelmannre CityofNapavineRevisedUGA
CityofNapavine2009RevisedNeedsAnalysis
RevisedMapofNapavineUGArequest
Memodated8182008re AmendmentstoLCC1730relatedtoARLand
Compliance
StaffReportfromCommunityDevelopment andConsultants
SummaryofApplicationofWACARLCriteria
AreabyAreaAnalysisMaps Aerial
AreabyAreaAnalysisMaps GISLayers

I CalltoOrder
ChairmanGuenthercalledthemeetingtoorderat702PM PlanningCommissioners
introducedthemselves

II OldBusiness
A TheChairentertainedamotiontoapprovethemeetingnotesfromNovember18
2008 Themotionwasmadeandsecondedandcarried unanimously

III NewBusiness
A ElectionofPlanningCommissionOfficers
ChairmanGuenthernominatedRachaelJenningsforChairman Therewerenoother
nominations Thenominationwassecondedandthevotecarried unanimously

CommissionerGuentherthankedstaffforitssupportduringthepastyear
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CommissionerGuenther nominatedArnyDavisforViceChairman ChairmanJennings
seconded CommissionerDavisstatedhewouldbehappytotakethepositionbutdidnot
feelhe hadenoughexperienceandsuggestedCommissionerMahoney

CommissionerMahoneyaskedwhoelsewillbeonthePlanningCommission Mr Rupp
statedRichardTauschandBillRussellwillbothbeontheCommission Mr Hewitt
resignedandhispositionisopen

CommissionerMahoneystatedhe haddoneashortstintasViceChairinthepast

ChairmanJenningsaskediftheCommissionwouldliketoelectaViceChairorwaituntil
therewasalargerquorum CommissionerGuentherstatedifthereissomeonewillingto
doitthatpersonshouldbeelected

CommissionerDavisstatedCommissionerMahoneyhadputinextratimetoattend
meetingsandmeetwithstaffinthepastyearandbelievedhewasanidealcandidate
CommissionerDavisnominatedCommissionerMahoneyasViceChair Themotion
carried

CommissionerGuentherstatedCommissionerDavishaddoneaverygoodjobandhoped
thatbynextyearhewouldbewillingtotakeoneofthesepositions

stB 1 Workshop Lewis CountyCompPlanComplianceAction
Ms Kincaidstatedthere wasastaffreportintheCommissioners packets thatexplained
thecompplanamendments forthecitiesandboundarychangestotwoLAMIRDS
Thesewere appealedandtheGrowthBoardissueda compliancehearing date The
GrowthBoardruledthat theCountywasnotcompliantontheseissuesandthatitwas
sloppywiththetextinthecomprehensive planregardingacreageallocationanditalso
neglectedtoputthetotalBirchfieldpopulationintothetextofthecompplan These
issuesneedtobe broughttothePlanningCommissionandstaffneeds toconfirmthe
Napavinefigures

Ms KincaidrequestedthatthePlanningCommissiontablethis discussionuntilthenext
meetingonJanuary27andalsosetapublichearingforFebruary10tokeepthison
schedule forthecompliancedatesthattheGrowthBoardhasset

ChairmanJenningsaskedthatthePlanningCommissionersdiscardthelastthreepagesof
thestaffreportasupdatedinformationwouldbesenttothemandasked foramotionto
tablethecompplandiscussionandsetapublichearing

CommissionerGuenthermadethemotiontotabletheworkshopasexplainedbystaffand
setthepublichearing forFebruary10 CommissionerDavis seconded Themotion
carriedunanimously

stC 1 WorkshoponAgriculturalResourceLands
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Mr AndyLane Cairncross Hemplemanngaveabriefoverviewofwhere weareand
whatdocumentsthePlanningCommission willbelookingatthisevening

In2007thePlanningCommissionandCountyCommissioners adoptedagricultural
resourcelands ARL inanefforttocomplywiththeGrowthBoarddecisions The
GrowthBoardidentifiedsomedeficienciesinthatactionandgavetheCountysome
specificitemstorevisit Thefocusnowisontheitemsthatwerenotreviewedpreviously
thattheGrowthBoardsaysshouldbelookedat inadditiontoreviewingonearealooked
atpreviouslythattheGrowthBoarddisagreedwiththedecisionsmade

TheARLsthatwereadoptedin2007were notreexamined Thespecificareasthatthe
GrowthBoardfoundfaultwithwerethoselandsthatwerenotonprime soilsthathad
nonsoildependentusesonthem poultryoperations Christmastreesandhorticulture
operations Landsthathadagusesbut weredesignatedForest ResourceLands FRL
wereexcludedfromconsideration andthoseneedtobelookedatagain

AnothercategorythatwasexcludedwassoilclassifiedbyNRCSasprimeifdrainedand
primeifirrigated Thosewereexcludedin2007becausetherewasnotawaytoidentify
whichlandshad infactbeendrainedorwhichlandshadavalidwaterrightandwere
beingirrigated

TheGrowthBoarddirectedtheCountytoreconsidertheevaluationthatwasgiventothe
landsalongI5 TheBoarddisagreedwiththeapplicationoftheWAC criteriatothose
lands

Thestaffreportexplainstheissuesandtheattached fivememosexplainthedatathatwas
consideredandevaluatedbystaffandconsultantstoaddress eachoftheareas thatthe
GrowthBoardsaidneedtobeconsidered Thereisalsoamemo thatdiscusses thecode
amendmentthatneeds tobemade Mr Lanebrieflyexplainedthememos

Mr Lanestated onepropertyownersubmittedan affidavitstatinghispropertyhadnever
beendrainedandwouldnotbe drained

CommissionerGuentheraskedifthatownerhadnotvolunteeredtheinformation how
wouldthelandhavebeenclassified

Mr Lanestateditwouldhave beenconsidereddrainedand theWAC criteriaappliedto
it Withoutbetter information ifthepropertyiscleared anditappearsthatagriculture
activityisoccurringonit itispresumedithasbeendrainedandisprimesoil

Mr LanereferredtothememofromtheARLComplianceTeamthataddressedthe
developmentcoderevisionsrequired ThismemowasdistributedtothePlanning
Commissioners

In2007weworkedwiththesubareamapsandhadthesummary ofhowtheWAC criteria
wereappliedtoeachmap Inmakingarecommendationthistime wehave takenthe
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2007summaryandincludedthe2007commentsandaddedanewcolumnthatincludes
staffandconsultantscommentsfor thiscurrentreview Thissummarywasalso
distributedalongwiththesubareamapsandaerialphotosofthesameareas

Mr RogerWagonerpulledthemapsuponthecomputer andMr Laneexplainedthe
browncoloronthemapsindicatesthe2007ARLsthatwereadoptedandremaininplace
ThereddishpurplecoloristherecommendednewARLs

CommissionerDavisaskedhowmanyacresthenewrecommendationinvolves

Mr Lanestated hedidnotknowexactlybut itwasintheballparkof40000acresora
littleless

CommissionerDavisaskedifthePlanningCommissionwouldhavetheopportunitytogo
throughtheseparcelswithmoredetail

Mr MikeMcCormickstatedwewanttopresentthistonightandexplainitandthe
substantivediscussionwillbeginatthenextmeeting Wesuggest threemeetingsbe
devotedtothisworkwiththePlanningCommissionsconsent

CommissionerMahoneyunderstandsthatthere hasbeennoreviewoftheparcelsthat
wererecommendedayearagotobeincludedintheARLs

Mr Lanestated theremaybeoneortwoparcels thatwere reevaluated butgenerallythe
2007ARLdesignationswerenottouched

CommissionerMahoneyaskedifparcelsizeisbeingignored

Mr LanestatedtheWACcriteriaarestillbeingapplied Thememodescribedthenew
universeoflandstostillbeconsideredandthedatathatweusedtoidentifythoselands
Oncethelandsareidentified theWACcriteriaareapplied Withallofthelandsthat
wereevaluatedwewalked throughsoilsanddevotiontoagricultureandeachoftheten
WACcriteriatobeconsideredfor ARLdesignation includingpredominateparcelsize

Mr McCormickstatedwhenyoulookattheapplicationofWACcriteria associatedwith
eachmap youwillseeunder 5predominateparcelsizewhichrepeatsthecomments
from2007 Commentsfrom2009areadded

CommissionerMahoneyaskediftheexistingagriculturalactivitiesthatwerenotsoil
dependent poultry farms willbe reconsidered

Mr Lanestatedyes

CommissionerMahoneystatedifthereareexistingagriculturalactivitiesonsoilsthat
willnotsupportanyother typeofagactivity asimplechangeintheeconomyandthat
groundisnotusableandthereforeisnotoflongtermcommercialsignificance These
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shouldnotbeconsidered Mostagissoildependent Ifforsomereasonapoultryfarm
shouldbecomenoteconomicaltooperate anditwasonsoilsthatwouldnotsupportany
othertypeofagriculture thefactthatthereisapoultryoperationonitnowdoesnotmake
itagground Wemustbecarefulwhenwelookatindividualparcels

Mr McCormickstatedtheHearingsBoard inaudible thelanguagethatisinthestatute
andthere isnotonlytheaglandsoflongtermcommercialsignificancebutalsothose
activitiesthatmaintainandenhancetheindustry Thosearebeingemphasizedwith
regardtononsoildependentactivities Throughdiscussionwecouldnotseea wayto
clearlyavoidthatdesignationbutifthatusechanged thatwouldbethebasisforsomeone
togothroughthere designationprocess

Mr Lanestated theHearingsBoarddirectedtheCountytoconsider theselands they
werenotconsideredthelast timearound Thefactthatthereisapoultryoperationon
nonprimesoilsmeansthattheCounty needstoconsiderit Asfarasrecommendations
tothePlanningCommission notallpoultryoperationsarerecommendedfor inclusion

CommissionerMahoneyaskedaboutthenumber2criteria taxstatus We ignoredtax
statuspreviouslybecausewehadnowayofdeterminingitaccuratelyparcelbyparcel
CommissionerMahoneywouldliketolookatthatagain Wetriedtoimproveourright
tofarmlanguage toprotectthepoultryandChristmas treeoperationsthatwerenotin
whatarenormallyconsidered agareas IftheCountyandStatearegoingtotaxaparcel
atahigheragronomic ratethenthatwouldautomaticallydisqualify thatgroundasbeing
zonedag Hecannotseeputtingtheheavyrestrictionsofanagzoneonanyparcelthat
theStateandCountyseefittotaxatahigherrate

Mr Lanestated therearetencriteria We consideredtaxstatuswhenweappliedthe
criteriaintherecommendationbutthefactthatapropertyisinispresumptivethatitisin
aguse Thefactthatitisoutisanindicationthatitmaynotbeinagusebutthataloneis
notadeterminatefactor Itisanapplicationofallthecriteria

CommissionerMahoneyaskediftheCountywouldputlanguageintoits ordinancethat
providesforaparcelownerthat iszonedagagainsthiswishestobesurehecanbetaxed
atanagronomicrateratherthanatacommercialrate

Mr Lanestatedtheopportunitytogetthetaxstatusremainsthesame Hedoesnotknow
thecriteriaforgettingthatstatus buttheARLdesignation underGMAistoconsider tax
statusbutitisnotdeterminative sotheGMAitselfisneutralwhethersomeoneshouldor
shouldnotbebenefitedbythetaxstatus

Mr RogerWagonerstatedtheaerialphotosareagoodplacetostartbecausetheydont
havealltheotherinformationthat theothermapshave Theaerials showwhatwas
designatedinthelastround andwhatrecommendationswehaveforthisround The
yellowindicatestheformerdesignationsand theredshowsthecurrentrecommendations
TheprocessweusedtogettothispointisthesameasweusedwiththePlanning
Commissionbefore Startingnextmeetingwewillhavethesametoolsaslasttime
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Mr Lanestated thatbyaddinglandstothisevaluationsomeofthemapswereadjusted
slightly Forexample thereisnomap6asthisareaiscoveredonanothermap The
descriptions inthesummaryarerelevanttothemaps

Mr Wagonerstatedthenumberingsequenceofthemapsgoesfromwesttoeast

CommissionerDavisaskediftheirrigationordrainedissueistheprimarydriverbehind
thesenewrecommendations

Mr Lanestated itvaries Weaddedsomecategoriesofland theprimeifdrainedor
primeifirrigatedandsomeofthosewillreflect thosesoils thatwereexamined butthey
willalsoreflectareevaluationoflands especially intheI5area withprimesoilsthat
welookedatin2007butwerenotdesignatedasARL

CommissionerDavisstated weareaffecting 30000to40000acres Thepublicneedsto
beawareofthismajorchange Togetpublicinputandletpeopleknownotificationis
veryimportant

Mr Lanestatedwewoulddowhatwecantogetthewordout

CommissionerMahoneyagreedwithCommissionerDavis Duringthelastpublic
hearingmostofthetimewastakenupwithpeoples criticismsthattheywerenot
properlynotified Hewouldliketoseethatnothappenagain We mustreacha much
largerportionofthepopulationthanwedidwiththeCAOs

CommissionerMahoneystatedyouareassumingthesoilsaredrainedifthereisag
activity whichisnotavalidassumption Thereisalotofgroundthatgetsfourorfive
monthsofuseandisunderwaterforseveralmonths That isnoteconomicagground
thatismarginalground CommissionerMahoneyisagainstgovernmentforcing
individualstoprovethattheyarenotdoingsomething Toputtheburdenonacitizento
provehedoesnothavedrainedgroundisthewrongwaytogo

Mr Lanestated mostpeoplesharethatfeeling Ifwehadexcludedthelandwithoutany
knowledgeweknewwewouldbeintrouble Wehadalackofinformationsoifthe
publichasinformationthatconfirmsthatsomethingwepresumedwasdrainedthatisnot
infactdrained thenthat isinformationweneedintherecordtosupport We talked
abouttheoptionsofidentifyingwhatlandswere orwerenotdrained Wetalkedto
USDAfolksandwetalkedtoCountypeopleaboutdrivingaround Butevenifwesawit
wewouldn tknowwithouttakingashovelout toseeifthereistiling

IV Calendar
Thenextmeetingisscheduledfor January27whichwillbethesecondARLworkshop
ChairmanJenningsaskedthePlanningCommissionerstoreviewthematerialprovided

Ms KincaidstatedtherewillalsobeaComprehensivePlancomplianceworkshop
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CommissionerGuentherstatedhedidnotthinkallthemapscouldbegonethroughinone
meetingandaskedifthereisawaytogetinformationtotheareaswhichwillbe
discussed

Mr Lanestatedheishopingtogetthroughfirstfivemapsatthenextmeeting

CommissionerGuenthersuggestedthepublicnoticestateswhichareaswillbe reviewed
duringtheworkshops

Mr Lanestated threeworkshopsareanticipated January27 February10andFebruary
24 Perhapseachagendaonthatmeetingdate wouldincludethemapstobediscussed If
themapsarenotcompletedtheycanbecontinuedtothenextagenda

CommissionerMahoneyaskedifitispossibletogetmoreinformationaboutthemapson
thewebsite whichisprobablythebestsourceofinformationontheARLsubject

Mr RuppstatedtheagendaispublishedpriortoeveryPlanningCommissionmeeting
andwecanbemorespecifictoageographicalareathatwewillbecoveringonthat
agenda perhapslisting themapstobelookedat Allthisinformationwillbe availableon
thewebsite

Mr Lanestatedthematerialhanded outtonightwillalsobeonthewebsiteandavailable
tothepublic

ChairmanJenningspolledthecommissionersfortheir availabilityatthepublichearings
scheduledfor March31andApril1 ChairmanJenningswillnotbeavailableforthose
hearings CommissionersGuenther MahoneyandDaviswillbeavailable

V GoodoftheOrder
Ms Kincaidstatedeveryyearthereareopenspaceapplicationstoreview Apublic
benefit ratingsystemcommitteeisrequiredandLewis CountyCode requiresone
PlanningCommission member Ms Kincaidaskedforavolunteertoattendone possibly
twomeetings toscoretheopenspaceapplications Itwouldbeadaytimemeetingon
February13

CommissionerMahoney volunteered

Mr EugeneButlerhaddifficultyunderstanding thevariousmapsasthecolorsfor
differentdesignationsaresimilar particularlyMap 9showingtheToledoairport

Mr Wagonerapologizedforthedifficultyindiscerningthecolors Thelargemapsand
overheadsusedatthehearingswill beeasiertoread Theaerialphotographsareeasierto
seewhatisbeingadded TheredareaaroundtheairportisactuallyaLAMIRD
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Mr McCormickstatedtheairportonmap 9isoutlinedbecauseitisexcludedoutsideof
theproposedarea Itlooks likealinearoundit infactitistheboundariesoftheparcels
arounditthatarerecommended forredesignation

ChairmanJennings suggestedusingtwoverydifferentcolors

Mr Wagonerstatedprojectingthesemapsonalargerscalewillmakethemclearer

Mr DennisHadallerstatedhehadbeentryingtogetontheCountywebsiteandwas
unabletoopenfolders Heunderstandsthatissuehadbeenresolvedasoftoday

Mr HadalleragreedwithMr Butlerregardingthecolorsonthemaps Healsostated
somepropertiesaremissingandsomepropertiesaresplitonto twodifferentmaps Mr
Hadallerstatedhedidnotbelievenotificationofthemeetingshasbeenadequateandthat
theWhitePassShopper isreadbymoreindividualsthantheothernewspapers

Ms DoreenMilwardofCushmanLawOfficesstatedCushmanLawOfficesbegan
representingMr Hadallerafterthe2007designationofhislandasARL Hislandison
Map 11 AspartoftheJuly2008GrowthBoardHearing CushmanLawOffices
presentedsomeevidencethatwouldanswerquestionsastowhypeople slandwasbeing
designatedlongtermcommercialagwhentheycannotproduceanythingfromit Mr
Hadallerhadasoilsscientistdoastudy andmakecomparisonstoprimesoils

Thesoils lookedatwereSalkumandPrathersoils ThematerialsdistributedbyMs
Milwardshowsaunitofmeasurementthattranslatesintotonsofhay TheSalkumsoils
have23 tonyieldperacrecomparedtootherprimesoils inLewisCountywhichhavea
6tonyieldperacreofhay BecausetheGrowthManagementActtiesprimefarmlandto
commerciallysignificantitmakesahugedifference Becausethissoilismarginally
acceptableforhaydoesnotmeanthatitiscommerciallyviable Thedefinitionfrom
GMAislongtermcommerciallysignificant

Ms MilwardwantedtomakeitclearthattheGrowthBoarddidnotfeeltheycoulduse
thisreportwhenthey renderedtheirdecision Theycouldnotlookatitbecausethe
LewisCountyPlanningCommissionhadnothadachancetolookatitbeforeitwentto
theGrowthBoardonappeal Itisbeingpresentedsoitcanbeconsiderednow

ThereisaWACprovision 3651900502 thatgivesthejurisdictionsthatare
consideringtheirdesignationstheopportunitytonotconsider primefarmland
designationsbyasoilsconservationistsolongasthere istherationalefornotconsidering
it ThatrationaleisbeingprovidedtothePlanningCommissionearly intheprocess so
theCommissionwillnothearitforthefirsttime inapublichearing

ThesoilsscientistwhoconductedthestudiesonMr Hadaller spropertymaybewilling
toaddressthePlanningCommission
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Mr GeorgeGillstatedon thenorthendofSouthScheuberthereisatenacre permitted
fillsiteanditappearstobedesignatedARL Thispropertydidgothrough the
permitting CARLandSEPAprocesses HeaskedthePlanningCommissiontolookat
thispropertyagain

VI Adjourn
AstherewasnofurtherbusinessbeforethePlanningCommission themeetingwas
adjournedat827PM


