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Lewis County Code Compliance: Working for a healthy environment
Property owners are asked to do their part! 
Chehalis, WA – The Code Compliance Division of Lewis County Public Health & Social Services works closely with the Lewis County Sheriff’s Office and many other governmental and municipal departments to resolve complaints about a variety of issues in Lewis County.  By addressing community concerns and educating the public about state laws and county codes, Code Compliance ensures a safe and healthy environment throughout the county.  Each year, the number of complaints increases and some cases become more difficult to resolve.  Lewis County Public Health & Social Services is asking for all property owners to voluntarily cooperate with state laws and help our county achieve compliance.

Code Compliance Officer Bill Teitzel came to work for Lewis County four years ago.  Bill had already been a volunteer deputy with the Lewis County Sheriff’s Office and had spent several years working as an environmental compliance specialist at TransAlta.  As a lifelong resident of Lewis County, he enjoys the daily interactions with the public and has a passion for working to keep Lewis County beautiful.  The most common issues addressed by Code Compliance include:

•
building violations

•
septic violations

•
water violations

•
land use violations

•
hulk (junk) vehicles

•
solid waste

•
hazardous waste 

•
smoking complaints/violations

•
dangerous animal investigations
•
animal cruelty/neglect investigations
In 2010, Code Compliance received 420 complaints which resulted in 541 individual violations.  This represents a big increase from the 354 complaints in 2007.  Complaints are settled by working closely with the public to achieve compliance.  The easiest way to settle a violation is for the property owner to voluntarily comply with the law.  Civil infractions, fines, and prosecution are generally used as a last resort, but will be issued if all else fails. 

“Generally,  we would rather have an open line of communication with people over alleged violations, and work cooperatively over a reasonable time period to correct violations without further enforcement action,” Bill reports.  “Due to budget reductions our staff was recently reduced from 3.5 full-time positions to only 2 full-time positions. This forces us to handle complaints on a priority basis and means that we have to let some complaints sit on the back-burner for a while.  If you have been issued a violation, we are asking that you work with us to resolve the problem so that we keep serving our residents in a timely fashion.”

The Code Compliance Division is located in the Public Services Building at 2025 NE Kresky Avenue in Chehalis. For more information, or to file a complaint, visit: http://lewiscountywa.gov/environmental-health/code-compliance.    
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Pictured above is an example of a county abatement on Blue Road.  

The pictures below depict a voluntary abatement on Berry Road.
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