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Lewis County Public Works hosted an open house featuring the 
South Lewis Subarea Transportation Plan on a drop-in basis from 
5:30pm-7:30pm on September 17, 2008. The purpose of the open 
house was to inform the local community about the status of the 
Plan and provided an opportunity for the project team to solicit 
feedback from the public.  
 
 
Attendees were able to learn about the project goals, process, 
timeline, geographic area, and progress. Display boards presented 
the information graphically (see sidebars for examples) and project 
and agency representatives were available to receive questions, 
comments, and concerns. Lewis County Commissioner Lee Grose 
and Lewis County Planner Barb Kincaid spoke to attendees briefly 
about the project and its relationship to economic development 
within the county. A sign-up list was also made available for 
attendees to receive project updates via e-mail.                 
 

Additionally, Lewis County Public Works invited 
and provided tables for other project team members 
to present local projects that would maximize the 
experiences of attendees: 

 
• Lewis County Planning – South Lewis 

County Subarea Plan 
• Washington State Department of 

Transportation (WSDOT) – Local Projects 
• City of Winlock – Zoning Updates 
• City of Toledo – Trails Master Plan 

 
 
Attendees were asked to share their feedback in 
both written and verbal formats. Project and agency 
representatives noted themes in feedback they 
received as well as any significant concerns. 
Comment forms were also available for attendees o 
submit written comments in centrally located drop 
boxes. 
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Forty (40) people attended the open house and four 
(4) people filled out comment forms. The written 
comments included the following: 
 

• The display boards should be placed in a 
public area like a park. 

• They want to put a horse arena in my 
backyard. There were five or six arenas and 
they all ended up closing.  

• The open house format worked really well. 
It provided the public with an opportunity to 
see the County and others working to bring 
economic development to the area. 

• What happened to the map of the freeway 
between MP 76 and MP 81?  

 
Verbal questions that arose most frequently 
included: 
 

•  What will be the result of this effort? 
• Besides the open house, is there going to be 

any other opportunity for public 
involvement? 

• What happens after May 2009 (the end of 
the planning process)? 

 
Project and agency representatives noted that most 
attendees were satisfied with the answers they 
provided. Much of this information had been 
included on the display boards, which were utilized 
to augment their responses. Verbal comments 
mostly related to concerns about safety, specifically 
Cemetery Road, north and south of Military Road 
due to traffic over rises in the road, and general 
concern about vehicle speed and sight issues. 
Attendees also expressed concern about the traffic 
impacts of the proposed equestrian center. 
 
A project fact sheet was available for attendees to 
take with them. It included the web address for the 
project web page and contact information for John 
Heinley at Public Works to address any further 
questions, comments, or concerns. Two e-mails 
have been received to date, both of which were 
requests to be added to the project information e-
mail list. 
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Travelling Displays 
 
Following the open house three ‘travelling 
displays’ were placed at the Winlock City Hall, 
Toledo City Hall, and the Winlock Senior Center. 
These displays were condensed versions of the 
displays presented at the open house. They also 
included fact sheets, comment forms and comment 
boxes. The travelling displays were placed at their 
respective sites for a period of three weeks. No 
comments were received from the travelling 
displays. 
 

 

    

 

 

 
  
 
     


