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Safety City overhaul
Eagle Scout Project helps maximize effort to revamp local educational tool
Chehalis, WA – Safety City was first introduced to Lewis County in 1984, and has grown tremendously since then.  It is a nationally recognized program in which law enforcement and fire district personnel escort young students (K-3rd grade) through a maze of streets and buildings to teach them how to recognize street signage, railroad crossings, safe localities and safe behaviors.  Recently a grant from the Washington State Traffic Safety Commission’s Safe Routes to School Program, combined with the efforts of local Eagle Scout Thayer Lund, allowed the Lewis County Task Force the opportunity to revamp the City’s buildings.  
Thayer Lund, a member of local Boy Scout Troop 300, undertook the renovation of Safety City as his Eagle Scout Leadership Project.  The Eagle Scout Award is the culmination of years of scout advancement, and is only achieved by 3% of all Boy Scouts.  Lund reports, “This project has been an excellent opportunity to improve my leadership skills and promote community safety.  I had a lot of help from my family and my scout troop; we are all proud of the finished product.”  

The revamped Safety City is certainly a huge benefit for safety education in the community.  While the old Safety City was maintained by volunteers and local business sponsors, it was dated and one-dimensional.  This year, in the new Safety City, students will be led through 39 brightly colored and trimmed 3-D buildings as they learn the fundamentals of safety.  It is hoped that Safety City will continue to grow in the future and include education about other safety opportunities such as: bicycle helmets, seatbelts/booster seats, and skateboard safety.

There will be a Ribbon Cutting ceremony by the Chamber of Commerce, followed by an Open House for the new Safety City on Friday, October 22 from 4-6pm at the Centralia Police Department – Riverside Fire Authority Joint Training and Support Facility (just off of the Mellen St. exit).  Guided tours for students K-3 will take place October 25-30th.  If you are interested in learning more or helping with activities, contact Melody Nelson at 360-740-1450.
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