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It’s Not Too Late to Vaccinate!
National Influenza Vaccination Week is January 10-16 
Chehalis, WA – National Influenza Vaccination Week (NIVW) was established to highlight the importance of the influenza vaccine, particularly after the holiday season when consumer demand for vaccine typically drops, but influenza activity remains high.  Since the spread of 2009 H1N1 influenza is likely to continue into the new year, NIVW provides an important opportunity to educate Lewis County residents about the continued importance of vaccination.  
Public health officials predict that there will be another wave of H1N1 in the coming months.  The more people that are vaccinated, the less likely the disease will be to spread in the community.  Lewis County Immunization Nurse Jane Sheldon reports that healthcare workers and young adults are the largest targets in our county.  “The senior population, pregnant women, and children have all taken advantage of the H1N1 vaccine availability.  However, there are still a lot of healthcare workers and young adults that have not found the time or a place to receive the vaccine.” 
This year, NIVW is January 10th -16th, with each of the days designated to focus on a target audience.   One of the many goals for NIVW is to engage audiences who are not yet vaccinated, hesitant about vaccination, or unsure about where to get vaccinated.  
Vaccine providers throughout Lewis County will be working to communicate about vaccine safety and effectiveness.
	Day
	Focus

	Sunday, January 10
	Kickoff

	Monday, January 11
	General audience and health care workers

	Tuesday, January 12
	People with chronic health conditions that put them at high-risk of serious influenza-related complications

	Wednesday, January 13
	Children, pregnant women, and caregivers of infants less than 6 months old

	Thursday, January 14
	Young adults (19 through 24 years old)

	Friday, January 15
	Seniors

	Saturday, January 16
	Wrap up


Lewis County Public Health will be offering both the H1N1 and the seasonal influenza vaccines to the public on Tuesday the 12th, Wednesday the 13th, and Thursday the 14th.  The clinic will also be open on Tuesdays throughout the month of January.  The clinic is open from 9am-12pm and 1:30pm-4:00pm.  For a complete list of H1N1 and seasonal flu vaccine providers in Lewis County visit:  http://lewiscountywa.gov/publichealth/immunization-program.
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