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H1N1 vaccine opens to all in Lewis County
Chehalis, WA – Lewis County Public Health officials are pleased to announce that beginning Monday, December 14, 2009, all county residents are eligible to receive the H1N1 vaccine from providers throughout the county.  Up to this point vaccine has been limited to high-risk priority groups set by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) including health-care providers, children, and people with medical conditions that put them at higher risk.  As the holidays approach, H1N1 illnesses seem to be on the decline, but the CDC project that there will be another spike in activity early in 2010.  The vaccine is the best way to prevent illness from the H1N1 virus, and everyone is encouraged to receive it.  Public health officials also encourage everyone to continue to wash hands often, cover coughs and sneezes, and stay home if sick.  Although vaccine supplies are currently still limited, the federal government has said there will be enough H1N1 vaccine to meet the demand of all who want it. 
Several other counties in Washington have already opened their vaccine to the general public.  Lewis County Public Health has been in constant contact with community health partners during this H1N1 season in order to assess the status and needs of our community, and chose to wait primarily because medical providers and pharmacies in our county are still experiencing high demand from those in the priority groups.  Additionally, doses of vaccine are still arriving very slowly, making it difficult to prepare for the increased demand from the general public.   
The H1N1 vaccine is available through select medical providers and pharmacies in the county.  A list of providers is available by visiting: http://lewiscountywa.gov/publichealth/immunization-program. 
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