Morton First School Vaccination Clinic
November 17, 2009
Page 2


	[image: image1.png]LEWIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

Abvays Working For a Safer and Healthier Community




	Lewis County Public Health & Social Services

News Release


For immediate release:  November 17, 2009




    


Contact: Marie Tucker, MPH, RD, CN


  

              Health Educator

  Phone: 360-740-1234
Morton School District participates in first School Vaccination Clinic
Lewis County Public Health continues to schedule other districts in county 
Chehalis, WA – Early Tuesday morning, a team of staff from Lewis County Public Health drove to Morton School District to provide H1N1 vaccines to enrolled students with signed consent forms.  The team started in the high school and moved to the elementary school.  Morton School District provided parent volunteers, the school nurse, and administrative support.  A total of 66 students were vaccinated; the only vaccine provided was the injection format.  “All things considered, the day was a huge success.  We are very grateful to the school district and to the volunteers for their efforts and cooperation.  We hope that all of the school clinics will go this smoothly,” commented Danette York, Director for Lewis County Public Health & Social Services.
Lewis County Public Health officials took into account several considerations before beginning school vaccination clinics.  Most importantly, they wanted to ensure that all members of the priority groups would have access to the vaccine – particularly children.  Since the majority of vaccine providers are located in Chehalis and Centralia, they knew that the outlying school districts would provide a great location to start.  Another important consideration was their relationship with local medical providers – especially when the national vaccine delay was announced.  Lewis County Public Health has worked hard to partner with medical providers in the county to ensure that all residents have access to care.  It is essential to maintain and strengthen these relationships during public health emergencies.  No one provider can adequately handle the total population’s need.  Medical providers have been in high gear preparing for this pandemic, and the vaccine delay has been very difficult for providers as they receive hundreds of phone calls from patients that are waiting for the vaccine.  
Ms. York explains, “It has been a delicate balance.  We originally hoped that our providers would be saturated with vaccine by the time we started school clinics.  We have been giving as much vaccine as possible to our medical partners/providers, but we knew that we needed some for our school clinics as well.  We waited as long as possible before allocating a supply to ourselves for that use.”
The County had anticipated a much higher demand in the schools, and they were surprised that less than half of the students participated today.  “We have to arrive at each school prepared to vaccinate all students; whatever supplies we don’t use at the schools, we will distribute to providers in the community,” concluded Ms. York.  Lewis County Public Health plans to continue school vaccination clinics throughout November, December, and January.  
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