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2 LEWISCOUNTY20YEARVISION

Introduction
Acommunityvisionstatement isoneofthe firststepsin preparingaComprehensivePlan The
visionstatementisthe foundationforlongtermgoals policiesandlandusepatterns Avision
ofthefutureenablescommunityleaderstodirecteconomic development planforhousing
businesscentersandopenspace parks andprovideadequatepublicservicesandcapital
facilitiesasgrowthoccurs Stickingtoavisionoftenkeepsdecisionmakingfocusedonlong
termneedsratherthanshorttermgainswhichmaycontradictthelongrangevision Avision
alsocansupportquickdecisions thepurchaseofparklandforexample thatcontributetothe
longtermplan
Throughthe developmentofavisionfor LewisCountywelooktothefutureandimaginehow
wewantthecountytobetwentyyearsfromnow Asaresultofthevisioningprocessgoals
objectivesandpolicieshavebeendevelopedthatareintendedtoguidethecommunitytoward
thisvision Reaching thesegoalsandholdingtothevisionoutlinedinthisplanwillrequire
commitmentandresolveonthe partofthegoverningbodiesin theCounty aswellasits
citizens

VisioningProcess
Thecountywidevisionwasderivedfromcitizeninputobtainedduringtwo roundsof
visioningworkshops Thefirstroundofworkshops focusedonbrainstorming ideasabout the
futureofLewisCounty Thesecondroundofworkshopsfocusedonthedevelopmentofa20
yearvision statement Eachroundofworkshopswasconductedinthreelocationsonthree
separatedaystoprovideincreasedopportunityforpublicparticipation

Theintentofthefirstroundofvisioningworkshopswasto

1 Educatecitizensaboutthecomprehensive plan
2 Focusonthe20 yearvisionbycomprehensive planelement and
3 Identifyissuesandopportunitiesbycomprehensive planelement

ParticipantswerebrokenoutintosmallgroupstobrainstormabouthowtheyenvisionLewis
Countytwentyyearsfromnow Thediscussionwasorganizedtocovereachoftheelementsof
thecomprehensiveplan Participantsreflectedonthefollowingthemesforeachelement

1 Issues opportunities
2 Whattochange whattokeepthesame and
3 Strengths weaknesses

Participantsthencompletedacompanionsurveydesignedtogaugeeach individualsopinion
ona rangeofqualityoflife landuse traffic andfacilities servicesconcerns Theresultsofthis
surveyweretabulatedandusedtohelpdevelopavisionstatementfor eachoftheplan
elements
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Theintentofthesecondroundofworkshopswasto

1 Continuetoeducatecitizensaboutthe comprehensiveplan and
2 Reviewandcommentondraftvisionstatement

Participantswereagainbrokenoutintosmallgroups Eachgroupreviewedandcommentedon
whethertheysupportedthe draftvisionstatementasisorwouldliketoseeitmodifiedor
completelychanged

Thedeliberationofeachgroupwasrecordedandtheresultswereassimilated intoarevised
draftvisionstatement ThereviseddraftswerereviewedandfinalizedbythejointLewis
CountyPlanningCommissionandtheComprehensivePlanCitizensCommitteeduringa
publicmeeting

DeclarationofCustoms CultureandEconomicStability

InadditiontotheComprehensivePlan visioningprocess theLewisCountyBoardofCounty
CommissionersadoptedaDeclarationofCustoms CultureandEconomicStability Resolution
No 97 504 inSeptember of1997 Thisdocument includedasAppendixC outlinesthehistory
customsandculture ofLewisCountywhichareanimportantpartofthecommunityvision
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LewisCountyVisionStatement

ItisthevisionofLewisCountythatoverthenexttwentyyearswewill

Promotetherightsofprivateproperty ownership Therighttoobtainprivatepropertyand
enjoyitsuses ispriorityonein LewisCounty Alongwiththisright istheresponsibilityto
ensurethattheindividualactivitiesofonepropertyownerdonotadverselyaffectanother
propertyownersrights

Experiencegrowthandchange butwillremainapredominantlyrural resourcelandbased
county Throughimplementationofthecountywidevision growthwillbeplannedforand
guided Growthwillbeencouraged inthoseareaswhicharesupportedbyinfrastructure
andwhichminimizeconflictingor incompatibleland uses
Optimizeoururban ruralandnatural resourceandopenspaceareas Developmentwithin
thesedistinctareasofthecountywillrespectandenhancethesecharacteristics
Beanattractive safeanddesirableplacetoliveandwork

UrbanGrowthAreas

LewisCountywillhavewelldefinedurbanareas Urbanareasincludeeverythingwithin
urbangrowthboundaries bothincorporatedandunincorporated Urbanareaswillserveas
centersofemploymentandservices andwill becontainedwithin theareas forwhich
adequateurbanlevelpublicfacilitiesandservicescanbeprovided

RuralAreas

RuralareaswillcontinuetoprovideresidentsofLewisCountywiththequalityrural
lifestyle Developmentwithintheseareaswillbeofacharacter anddensitythatislargely
selfsufficient Withintheruralareas willbetheopportunityforclusteredandrural
development whichpreserves theoverall ruralcharacter butallowsformoreefficientuse
ofland Existing ruralsettlementswillbepreservedandenhanced asthecontinuedcenters
ofopportunity forabusinessandservicesin theruralareas

NaturalResourceAreas

LewisCountywillhavewellmanagednaturalresourceareasthatcontinuetoprovide
opportunities fornaturalresourcebasedindustries likeagricultureandtimber intothe
future Natural resourceareasarealsothefocusofLewisCountysrecreationalandtourist
activities Theseactivitiesareencouraged butalsowellmanagedwithrespect totheoverall
preservationofourimportantnaturalresources
Environmentalandresourceprotectionwillbeencouragedinordertopreservethequality
environmentenjoyedinLewisCountyforfuturegenerations Theopen lands forests river
andstreamcorridorsareessentialresources whichprovidethefishandwildlife habitat
recreationalopportunities scenicbeauty andaestheticqualitiesthatmakeLewisCountyan
attractiveplacetolive
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Housing

LewisCountywillpromoteawiderangeofsafe sanitary affordablehousingforits
residents Futuregenerationswillbeabletofindaffordablehousingandhavethe
opportunityforhome ownership
LewisCountywill strivetocreatetheopportunityforbothruralandurbanliving witha
varietyofappropriatehousingtypes
Ruralareaswillallowforavarietyofresidential types eg ruralsettlementstocluster
developmentstoextremelylowdensityself sufficientsettings Housingin ruralareaswill
beprimarilysinglefamily exceptintheruralvillageareaswhichtraditionallyprovidea
broadermixofland usesandservices
Urbanareaswillaccommodatearangeofdensitiesandhousingtypesandwillbethefocus
ofmostofthenewhigherdensityresidential development

Transportation

LewisCountywillbeservedbyamultimodaltransportationsystemthatallowsforthe
safe efficientflowofpeople goodsandservices
LewisCountywillhave anintegratedtransportationsystemwithcoordinatedconstruction
andmaintenancestandardsbetweenlocal county stateandfederalgovernments
CentersofemploymentandresidentialdevelopmentwithinLewisCountywillbe
connectedbyconvenientpublic transitservice LewisCountywillplan forlinkages tomajor
metropolitancenterstothenorthandsouth
Opportunitiesforpedestrian bicycleandequestriantrailnetworkswillbe encouraged
Alternativetransportationmodeswillplayanincreasingrolein themultimodal
transportationsystem andlandusearoundexistingtransportationhubswillconsider
futureexpansionoftheseservices

CapitalFacilitiesandUtilities

Growthmustbesupportedbyadequatepublicservices Serviceexpansionwillbecarefully
guidedtothoseareasthatwillbethefocusofdevelopment
Thelevelofservicesprovidedtourbanandruralareaswillreflect thedistinctdifferencesin
landuseanddevelopmentpatterns Technologieswillbeencouragedwheretheyprovide
logicalsolutionstoLewisCountysutilityserviceneeds
LewisCountyresidentswillhave accesstoadequatepark landsandfacilities
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